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HE peaee of Deloraine had receivefd 
too severe a wound for him to derive 
mueh pleasure from any thing whieh 
-eould now happen to him. His unele^ 
had introdueed him to his relations, who 
all strove whieh ahouM be most forward 
in te&tifying Iheir.regard to the son of 
their lamented £lizabeth. Parties were 
made expressly to amuse him^ and no- 
thlng was undone that love and iriend* 
ship eould suggest^ to wean him from his 
aetermination of retiring whoUy from 
the world. Could any thing have tumed 
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2 'THE HYPOeRlTE. 

him from his purpose^ it woiild havc 
been the aATeetionate wishes of the duke 
of Fitz-Aubin, who urged, but vainly, 
the deprivation all who loved him would 
sustaiii by histotal absenee from London. 

His unele alone did not oppose the 
desire of his nephew. Patigued by the 
duties of his profession, it had long 
been hisintention to retire, and pass the 
remainder of his days in the ealm tran* 
quillity of the eountry; he had there- 
fore purehased a most desirable resi- 
denee, about fifty miles from London, 
in a eounty rieh with a variety of ro- 
mantie and picturesque views, and here 
hc hoped to enjoy the soeiety of his'be- 
)oved nephew, who fiad, if possible, be- 
eome stUl dearer to him, from his reeeat 
isevere and l)eavy afflictions. 

Delorarne had seen Ihe newly-bought 
vUIa of doetor Bennet, and expressed his 
approbation of ils situation — " Yet 
think not, «lydearunele," said he, "that 
«ither the beauty of our future resi- 

denee. 
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denee, or the eharm whieh dwells in 
your conversation and presenee, will be 
able to fix my wandering inelinations. 
Beprived of her on whom my soul 
doted with no eommotl passion, I feel 
the impossibility of my staying long in 
one plaee.: a sueees&ion of new objects 
is absolutely neeessary 4o my existence, 
or at least to my retaining my reason ; 
but at every stage you shall hear froin 
me ; and, whenl am weary of travelling 
irom plaee to plaee, I shall return with 
inereasing eagerness to the villa whieh 
eontains my dear and revered unele/' 

Although this pUn of Deloraine's inter- 
fered with the domestie liappiness of 
doetor Bennet, yet he made no attempt 
to dissuade him from it; onthe eontrary, 
be purposed sometimes to aeeompany 
him in his rambles, The generoua <lnke 
likewise expressed a wish to be one of 
ihe party^ and promised, at least onee 
every y<ear, to pass a month or two with 
his |frieDd. 
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Conversing on the subject one day, in 
the presenee of the duke, Deloraine said, 
%vhile the ready tears started intb hw 
eyes — '' Had my Ahhea been living^ how 
would she have 4Bnjoyed this eharming 
retreat of mv unele ! formed Por domes- 
tie fe!icity, she would have preferred 
sueh a residenee to the most ^plendid 
mansion in t'own — ah, Fitz-Aubin, whrft 
ean make amends for the loss df sueh a 
womah ?'* ' 

The hea'rt of the duke't6o well replied 
— "' Not any thing." 

The footman now entered, and de^ 
^liYered a lerter to doetor Bennet. The 
arms oh the seal' betray^d the tiame oF 
'the noble Writ^r. Afrer he had re^d it, 
he s^id— *' *My=d€?ar Edmund, lord Moi> 
titii'er is i\i Lbnddn, 'and requests me 'to 
eallbn him." 

""Lord MoH^tler !" e5cefaiwied Delo- 
rai'rte, itatting from his sefat, and paeing 
his clMifti1>er ; '' wbat ean he 1iave 16 
eommunieate to you ? — are we flever to 

bc 
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bc Iree from his unweleome civilities ? 
For God*s sake ! my dear unele, go to 
him, lest he should eall on you. The 
sight of lord Mortimer would nearly de- 
prive me of my senses !*' 

He flung himself by ihe side of the 
duke, who affectionateIy pressed his 
hand. 

'* Politeness obliges me to eall on his 
lordship," replied the physieian, "other- 
wise I should gladly excuse myself. He 
ean have only one ihing to eonsult with 
me upon." 

" Deceive him not,; the thing is im- 
possible/' eried Deloraine, eonsiderably 
agitated ; *' never will I eonsent to en-^ 
ter a house whieh eontains the illiberal 
destroyer of my happiness ! — never, by 
Heaven ! unless he eould restore to me 
my Althea, or her infant !" Then ring. 
ing the bell, he ordered Jem to felch 
imnpiediately a post-ehaise. " I will not 
remain in town another day/' hc eon- 
tinued, '^ lest I should be so unfor(u(|[iate 

B 3 '^% 
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as to light upon the miirderer of my * 
a:dored Althea. Let my departirre eon- 
vince the earl that my resolution is im- 
moveable. I might forgive his injuries to 
mjjself, but I ean never forget his unfeel- 
ing barbarity to my wi^e^ in not seeing 
her, as she requested, and in refusing my 
ehild the mournful privilege of being 
entombed with its mother/' 

'^ My Edmund, my dear nephew, you 
shall no more be agitated by the notiee 
of lord Mortimer : eompose yourself, 
for our sakes — for mine and your friend. 
} will go to-day to the earl^ and convince 
him that all his hopes are fruitless/' 

^^ Dear Deloraine/* said the duke of 
Fitz-Aubin, " if you will leave town be- 
fore your unele, let me aeeompany you ; 
we will go to ■ ■ ; it will be in the road 
to the vil1a, and your unele ean eall for 
you as hc passes on his journey. Coun- 
termand your orders for the ehaise, as 
we may as well travel in one of mine/* 

Deloraine eonsented^ and the worthy 

doetor. 
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doetor, in the warmth of his gratitude, 
embraeed the diike — " £xcellent young 
man," said he, '' what would ray poor 
boy be without you !" 

Jem was now ordered to paek up 
what things his master wanted, and to 
earry a note from the duke to Dupree, 
with the same orders, desiring also tbat 
his travelling-chariot might be sent at 
sueh an hbur. 

'* I will dispense with his attendanee,'* 
said the duke, '* for I am unwilling to 
take him from his Cicely ; they are so 
strongly attaehed to eaeh other, that I 
mean to plaee them in a lucrative farm on 
the borders of ane of my estates, whieh 
I purehased about two months ago : here 
they will be able to enjoy eaeh other*s 
eonstant soeiety, and to see oeeasionally 
Homely Farm, whieh is only distant 
a few miles from my hunting-lodge. I 
shall Aatter myse]f, Deloraine, that you 
wiil favour me sometimes with your 
eompany/' 

B 4 '* Dear 
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'* Dear Fitz-Aubtnj you and my wor* 
thy unele possess all tbe aATeetion this 
tyidowed heart ean now bestow: yes, 
my noble friend^ yoit ahall see me; 'm 
Augtist I- sball travel that road; Perhaps 
also the same motive may lead you 10^0«* 
eompany me ?"^ 

1?he duke's sigh eeboed baek that 6f 
his friend — "We are brothers inairee** 
tion as well as in afflictioD/' sard his 
graee ; " did I eonsuh roy own private 
inelinations, they wouM lead me tO'give 
up my town-residenee altogether^ and^ 
like yourserf, live whoUy in the eountry : 
but my motber and sister have elaims 
upon me whieh i eannot pass over 
without doiug an ]iijury to tbeir a^'^ 
ieetionSi and meriting the aeeusatioa of 
ingratitudei It i« a- sufficient souree of 
regret and uneasiness to the duebess to 
be assured tb^t allher bopes are btighted 
of ever seeing me the father of a family 
My eousin^ a y6ut%g man> who, has not 

long 
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long sinee left the university, is my ac- 
knowledged heir to the dukedom/' 

Deloraine pressed the hand of the 
duke, then raising his eyes to heaven, he 
said — '' Sweet spirit of our sainted Al- 
thea ! it is to thy blest memory this sa-* 
crifice is o^Tered. The heart that has 
onee been sanctified by thy image, eaa 
n€ver admit that of another." 

Doetor Bennet, aATeeted by the re- 
membranee of the sorrowful aeeident, 
whieh had tha| blasted the happiness of 
iwo amiable men, neither of whom was 
yet three-and-twenty, eould not restraia 
the tearof aATeetionate sympathy : heem- 
^raeed them both, exclaiming — " Ye 
,were surely, my dear boys, born under 
the inSuenee of the same friendly pla- 
nets. Two sueh noble souk are seareely 
to be met with in a man's Iife. I eannot 
help, bowever, entering into the disap^ 
pointment of theduehess of Fitz-Aubin, 
who must Teel most keenly the reSned 
and romantie resblutioD of heronly son." 

B 5 " My 
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'' My mother's vexation/' replled his 
graee, " is eonsiderably lessened by one 
eireumstanee; the eousin^ wha, in ease 
of my dying single, is heir lo the title 
and estate, is the lover of my sister; 
they are to be married in a few weeks, 
and may God grant that nothing may 
oeeur to damp the ardour of their pre- 
sent attaehment ! Thus you see, my dear 
doetor, that the v6w whieh I made never 
to marry, wiH add to the splendour of 
lady Sarah's establishmen||p Iife, and my 
beloYed mother may yet live to fondIe 
on her knee an infant duke of Fi(z*- 
Aubin/* 

Jem now returned with his graee's 
ear^iage : the friends, after taking some 
refreshment, took leave of the doetor, 
who, promising to foIlow them in the 
spaee of a week, now prepared to pay 
his unwilling visit to lord Mortimer. 

Gourteney and the ehiidren of th^ 
marebionesB were with the earl io the 
drawing-room» when doetor Bennet was 

announeed. 
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annoiineed. His lordship immediately 
rose^ and taking his hand, led him to a 
eoueh^plaeing himself by hisside. Gourte- 
ney^ with all possible humility^ bowed to 
the doetor^ as he eondueted his young 
pupil^ to their apartments^ but he shrunk 
within himseir as his eyes met the pene« 
trating glanee of the physieian^ who 
hardly deigned to return his salute. 

The conference between the unele of 
the injured Delorarne and the father of 
tbe deeeased 0&ntes& was sbort and un- 
satisfactory to hislordship^ who even en- 
treated the doetor to use all his inSuenee 
to do away the resentment of his ne« 
phew. He was nO sooner informed of 
his sudden departure from LondoD, and 
his uncle*s cohviction that sueh a re- 
union eould never take plaee, than he 
broke forth • into loud lamentationi 
against his hard destiny^ in being de-^ 
prived of this his last hope and chief wish. 

As soon as the doetor was gone^ the 

» 6 ^arl 
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earl sent for Courteiiey, and imparted to 
him the result of his applieation. 

" Pardon me, my lord/' said the craffy 
dissembler> *' if I speak rather warmly 
of the obstinaey of my friend — my 
frfend, indeed^ he is no longer^ sinee he 
has not eondeseended to write to me for 
many montbs : I always tbought his pride 
and rash ambition would end in his ruin. 
I confessI feel angry with him for his in- 
solenee towards your lordship> who is 
all forgiveness and generosity." 

*' Ah, Gourteney ! this baughty friend, 
whose eonduet you so severely eensure, 
(outofregard to myself, lameertain) 
is yet inexpressibly dear to me, as the 
ehild of her whom I have never eeased to 
remember with aiTeetion and bitter re- 
gret. I onee thought that arnbition made 
Wm beeome the husband of my lamented 
Althea ; yet that eould not be the case> 
for I have oATered to settle on him a 
handsome property^ and to obtain for 

him 
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him' a title if he wished it^ His unde 
only smiled at my iveakness. ' The 
miad of Deloraiae/ said he^ 'soar&above 
sueh trifles; love only indueneed his 
ehoiee ; the spirit o^ £lizabeth speaks 
again in liim.* Curse on my aneestorial 
pride/' eontiuued his lordship, " that- 
urged me to aet eontrary.to the natural 
feeUngs of my heart^ that deprived me of 
my only ehild — the darling of my soul, 
and for ever plaeed a bar between me 
and the son of Elizabeth Bennet !'* 

'^ His knowledge of who he is, and the 
advantages whieh result from that know-* 
ledge^ eontribute not a little to inerease 
bis usual high spirit, Trust me, my dear 
lord, that, in the eourse q{ a short time, 
you will rather reJ0ice that you are free 
from this arrogant and revengeful young 
man ; and your peaee will be more pqr- 
manent, and your happiness more eer* 
tain, in adopting lord Edwin^ aeeording 
to your 6rst intention ; in a few years 
be wUl be able to requite your kindne^s, 

and 
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and repay, with interest, ali your tender- 



ness/' 



'* You eounsel wisely, Gourteney ; 
sinee I must no longer eherish the de- 
lightPul hope of Deloraine's aeknowledg- 
ing me as his Tather^ of his soothing my 
•deelining years by his presenee, and his 
fascinating eloquerice, all my regard 
and attention shall be tumed on Edwin. 
I would also, were it possible, retain you 
always as his tutor,' direeto'r, and friend. 
The idea of parting from you gives me 
serious uneasiness ; and yet^ Gourteney, 
how ean I selfishly wish to detain you for 
ever from your wife ? Can we not de- 
vise some plan to have her in the jBpme 
house with you ? Is she eapable df be- 
eoming governess to lady Garoline ?'* 

The bare mention of having his wife 
onee more under the same roof with 
himseie to be a spy over hisaetions, and 
to restrain his lieentiousness^ was a death- 
blow to^ Courteney*s plans. Every re- 
main of conjugaI or paternal feeling 
'/ • faded 



" This last proof I^L^pnr lordship's 
kindness eonipletAy Y^erpowers me» 
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faded before this fatal goodness of lord 
Mortimer. 

Trembling with apprehension, and siek 
with the fear of notsueeeeding^ ihe cqld« 
blooded hypoerite thus reoMtl Xo, the 
generous wishes of the eai^l^^ 

>of 9LJ 

X(fly 'wverp( 
Excu8e me^ my lord^ if my teelings, and 
tbe deep sense I have of your undi- 
minished bounty and benevolence^ render 
me ineapable of giving utteranee to m}i| 
unbounded gratitude. Oh ! my lord^ 
your generous desire to make me happy 
ealls for my eandid confession of my 
TtA situation. What your lordship pro- 
poses as the means to ensure my ^om* 
forts, would totally deprive mc of rhem— • 
would^ in short^ render me as wretehed as 
I was before I had tbe good fortune to 
enter your family.** 

Lord Mortlmer looked all attention 
:^nd euriosity. 

Courteney eontinued — ''lt hasbeen my n 

ehii 
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qbief misfortune, tny lord^ to be married 
to a woman whose inSrmities Qf temper 
were but too well known to all but my- 
self ; her eonstant ill-humour, her eause- 
l€8S je3lQJJsies, her unbounded extrava- 
ganee, has been the souree of all my mi- 
series, and gave birth tp the ideaofseek- 
ing for that peaee fr<Jm home whieh had 
beeome a stranger to my bosom. Sinee 
my resldenee in this house^ I have tasted 
reposey ^nd bappiness — as mueh^ at least^ 
^ a mind like mine^ fond of domestie 
' tranquillity and conjugal tenderness, ean 
enjoy under the deprivations of both.'* 
Here be atTeeted to turn ^id^ and wipe 
away the tiar of bitter remembraoee. 

'* Dear Gourteney/' said Ibe. earl, '' I 
am sorry Ibr you, on my soul ; who 
wuuld have tbougbt that a man like you> 
£uned for moderation, piety, and every 
just prineiple, should be sq un^ortunate 
aa nof to reelaim tbe violent spirit of 
your wife ? You, no doubt, used all 
ypur eloquence to €Qnvince ber of her 

error. 
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trrWy and eten how do not suATer her to 
want any oP the nei^esGaries onife ? You 
say she is extraTagant; I will inerease 
yQur.salary myseir^ lest she ahould make 
ber wants a plea to distorb you by her 
applieations/' 

'^Oh,. rtiy lord !" said Gourteney, pres»» 
ing the hand of the earl to his lips, ** my 
whole life I willingly devote to your ser- 
vice. All I ask is, that I may be so blest 
aSi to end my days under your roof.** 

^' It is my wish also, Gourteney ; and 
i^nee you are so unfortunate in your 
dearest connexion$, we will do alL wa 
ean to make you regret as little as^pos-- 
slbTe your' misPortunes ; here is fifty 
pounds, whieh I will giv^ you every half 
year ; this^ added to the salary of the 
marehioness, will enable you to make 
your wtfc eontented, perhaps, in your ab-» 
senee, and yourself to appear as you 
haye hitherto done— nor shall this be 
all ; the marquis, in thirteen years, will 

be 
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be of age; the gratitude of his nature, 
as well as that of his brother, will teaeh 
him to proYide handsomely for Ihe man 
yvho saeriAeed the best part of his life to 
the welfare and happiness of him and Ed- 
win : before that period, however^ I shall 
hope to have you a fixed resident with 
inyself. But say, Gourteney, ean I not 
do something foryour ehildren ?" 

'^ As yet, they are too young, my lord ; 
their mother would deem herself highly 
injured were I to attempt to take them 
from her, and as she is able to give them 
their first instruetions, I am unwilling ta 
deprive her of them.*' 

'• Gertainly — you are right ; God for- 
bid that I should be the means of separat- 
ing a Aiother from her ehildren ; when 
they are old enough, we will see what 
ean be done for their future good. Iii 
the mean time, my worthy Gourteney, 
amidst all my heavy afHictions, I may 
reekon upon having you always at hand 

ta 
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fo sooth and eomTort my mind^ vrhen« 
ever it is agitated by the seTere remem* 
branee of the past." 

Thus far Gourteney had gained his 
point : the eruel and eo^ardly faisehoods 
he had uttered against his mi}d^ patient, 
and unoAending wife eansed him no un* 
easiness ; by these he had hindered her 
from partaking of the comforts he him- 
selfenjoyed, and shut her out for ever 
from receiving the personal kindness of 
the earl or his amiable sister. His ehil* 
dren also were ineluded with their pro- 
seribed mother, and, as being hers, were 
doomed to endure their father'& negleet, 
and want of eommon aATeetion. Yet, in 
his great liberality, he determined to 
eall on Sybella, and give her ien pounds 
out of the Jifiy he had just received. 

There was no eompany tliat day at the 
marehionett s ; be tberefore, as was usual, 
latterly,- dined with tbe family^ and par* 
took of erery delieaey the seaM>n aATord- 
ed ; nor did the probability of bis unof- 

feiidir.<' 
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fendiug wiiband innoeent ehildren being 
\vithout that neeessary meal, evef djis^ 
turb the philosophy of his mind^ or the; 
^erenity othis eountenane.e. 

Sybella and Maria were sitting down 
to tea for the third time^ the seeond had 
been: their dinner^, when a loud knoek 
atthedoor of thelr lodging (they had 
no longer a house) alarmed them. 

*'My God!" exclaimed Mrs. Gourte- 
ney, " I hope that is not the lady for 
the eaps ; I was; in hopes I should have 
been able to redeem them before now.'* 

" Perhaps it is the generous Delo- 
raine/' said Mari^i '^ Avho has found out 
our new abode ; if so^ we shali be able 
to make good our er^dit/' 

Steps now advanced to their room— 
'' Open the door, Leopold," said Sy- 
bella to her eldest boy. 

The ehild obeyed, and sereamed out 
-wi.th joy — " It is my father ! — it iii my fa- 
ther, mother l — you will now be able to 
get the eaps !" 

Sybella 



iSybella ^ew forward, trembling with 
«urprise and pteasure — " Oh, my dear 
husband, Heaven has sent you to my 
Tcmef! 'How long have you been in 
town ? — 'how did you find us out ? '* 

CouTteney east an unquiet lobk around 
ihe humble apartinent. The eleganee of 
his^ dress» and handsome gold wateh iii 
his p^oeket, biit ill aeeorded wirh the 
seenery around him. After answering 
the t|uestions of Sybella, he inquired why 
i^he had 'given up the house, and taken 
sueh miserable apartments ? 

"Beeause/* hastily replied Maria, who 
had caus;ht a glimpse of the gold ehain 
fLWA seals of her brother-in-Iaw, '^ my 
sister was unahle, from o«r seanty eam- 
in'gs, to pay the fent, and to support her 
ehildren: we work day and night» yet I 
fear 'we shall not pay for these rooms 
long, bad as they are." 

Sybella gave her a look to be silent ; 
then taking th^ treaeherous hand of her 
busbanxlj'she said — ** Amidst all my difl 
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ficulties, I rejoice, Leopold, to aee you 
look well and happy; it is a eomrortto 
know tliat. Indeed^ my dear Gourteney, 
I strove hard — very hard, and so die^ 
Maria^ to keep the little box over our 
heads; but we were disappointed several 
times in receiving money, and we found 
it.impossible to paytherent: we were 
eompelled to steal away by night; and 
every rap I hear alarms me^ lest it should 
be our landiord, who k^ you know^ a 
very severc man : my greatest fear, how- 
e^er^ is^ that he should find you out, and 

' eall for the money." 

This was of ^more consequence. to 
Coiirteney ihan the suSerings ofhisfa- 
mily. He inquired what was due to 
him^ and desired to look over the bills 
whieh theyowed. LittleLeopoldran tothe 
box to find them, then elung round the 
neek of his mother^ sobbing with pleasure» 
'' Dearest raother," said the boy, 
** aow my father is eorae baek, we shall 
^ baye meat again tor our dinner ; we shall 

\^ not 

>■ ■ 
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t^ot see you ery beeause you eannot givc 
us always soroe bntter to our bread." 
Here was an artless appeal to the pa- 
- ternal feelings of Gourteney, had hc 
possessed any. Prowning sternly, he 
bade tbe ehild hold his tongue, as he put 
him out in his reekoning, and then 
eoolly went on in his ealeulations. Atter 
he had done, he said, with eutting in- 
diiTerenee — ^'The sum is morethan I had 
imagined, Sybella, and only shows, as 
usual, your bad management. I really 
eannot perceive that you and Maria have 
killed yourselves with your dose eon* 
^nement to your needles. It appeart 
that you bave run, together with the 
rent, tiearly tbirty pounds in debt — and 
bow I am to pay it I know not." 

'' How mueh larger would have been 
the 'Snm^ brother," eried Maria, indig- 
nantly, '' had jfou been at home ! Many 
and many is the day that we have sat 
dowD to a single mutton-ehop and pota- 
toes, and thoaght it an excellent dinner 
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eompared .to.ottr<usttal one of 'tea. You^ 
brother^ V^pul4 t(ot have been >so eon* 
teoted^ aad .yet'yeu think we have tna*. 
nag^ d badly, and Iived4oo prorusely." 

" I think you are very impertinent, 
Mii^rbut perhaps your sist^r has be«ii 
sehooling you against my arrival/' 

*' My sister " 

•'^Dearest .Matilda, be silent," said Sy- 
bella ; '* I seek no redress from human 
aid : Leopold well knows that had we re- 
€eived the small remittanees he promised 
1:1$ before he went out of town, these 
triAing bills would not now have been 
tinpaid/' 

" I see," said he, angrily, "thatno* 
thing will satisfy you but my quitting 
th^ situation I now hold, and returning 
onee more to our former poverty and 
disgraee; you are only envious that I Iive 
rather better than you do, and that I am 
obliged to go genteelly dressed, without 
remembering the eontinual fatigue and 
driidgery of my employment.'* 

" Heaven 
3 
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^' lleaVen knows my heart/' fervently 

€xclaimecl the weeping Sybella, " that 

•deeply as I feel ouf separation, yet I 

would not have you r^turn to our 

wretehedness, I would not deprive you 

of a single comfort you enjoy ; no, Leo- 

pold, you earinot do better than remain 

where you are, until we are enabled to 

eome together again, undci> more favour- 

able eireumstanees. ]f you are just to 

me, you will conf<jss that I have seldom 

troubled you for money. I know that 

you must keep up a genteel appearanee — 

indeed that you always did at home, for 

it was my pride to see you look like a 

gentleman ; but surely, my dear Leo- 

pold, you mightcontrivetoassist us now 

and then with a trifle. l<\o not wish to 

v^ound your fcclings, but I assure you 

that Maria and I injure -our healths by 

our eonstant applieation to work. The 

pay is small when we get it, and we are 

eompelled frcquently to-Iive on tea for 



whole days together: yet think not for 
voL. III. c ' a moment 
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;3i moment that'I wish you to be a par- 
taker of our seanty fare. Maria and the ^ 
boys ean witn^ess that it is my eonstartt 
ery, *Thank God, your father is better pro- 
vided for — thank God, he does not know 
^the extent 6f our suATerings !" 

This was the woman whom Gourteney 
had represented to lord Mortimer as 
3 being whoUy destitute of those quaU- 
ties whieh eould render his home/beaT- 
able — this was the woman whom he 
►<:ould, without a sigh, deprive of every 
comfort, and from whose ehaste tender- 
ness he fled, as if the eirele of herarms 
Tontained a subtle poison that endangered 
his life. 

The possibility that their former land- 
lord might discover his.present residenee, 
/and the unpleasant consequences whieh 
would thereby arise to himself, deter- 
?mined Gourteney to pay the rent and 
diseharge the bills. This extraordinary 
streteh of generosity did not arise from 
any pity or tenderness, to wliieh the dis- 

tressed 
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tressed appearanee of his wife and family 
inight jusily be supposed to have given 
birth; self, in this, as wel! as in every 
other instanee, regulated the aetions of 
the HYPOGRiTE ; he remembered that 
dearly as he loved money, yet it \yould 
be advisable to part from it under the 
present eireumstanees, lest any of the 
iirgent ereditors, by ealling on him for 
the payment of their bills, should dis- 
graee him in the estimation of lord Mor- 
timer or his family. 

After seeming to be in deep thought 
for some minutes, during whieh not a 
movement oeeurred to disturb his medi- 
tations, be drew from his poeket-book 
three ten-pound notes, saying, in a 
voice Hl ealeulated to enhanee the merit 
of the gift — '^ Here, Sybella, is thirly 
ponnds, to pay the rent and bills : let mc 
have the reeeipts sent me by the post. 
In giving you this, I shall greatly distress 
m}*self, and must break in to my tieKt 
quarter's salary. You will now be fr ' 

c 2 r^ 
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irom any terrors, and miist do the beet 
you ean for the fulure. It will notbe in 
my power (o let you have any more for 
a eonsiderable time, therefore do not de- 
,pend on me/' 

Sybella and Maria were indeed most 
;5greeably surprised by rins unexpec(ed 
relief ; yet it still left (hem without a 
shilling in the world ; the poor ehildren 
avere in want of elothes^ and the eaps 
t%vould remain unredeemed. 

*^ Be sure you let me havelhereceipl5, 
Sybella, for I should not be best pleased 
were these bills to be presented to me 
;again.*' 

" Good Heavens ! my dear Leopold, 
bow eould you suppose that I would 
aet so imprudently ? It istrue, our pre- 
^ent distress is great ; it has eompelled 
me to pledge some eaps, whieh I daily 
rexpect to have sent for^ and we are all 
in want of a ehange df apparel; yet I 
^hould be very loth to let my neeessities, 
howjever urgent they may be, lead qfi^ to 
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apply any of this money to other piir- 
poses than what it was intended far. . 
Perhaps, Leoppld, yoii havc some east- 
ofFcrothes whieh I ean make up for the 
bovs?'' 

"l am obHi^ed (itnless I would be 
ealled mean) to giw them to the man- 
servant that att^nds me/' replred Gourte- 
ney : ^'my salary issmall/' (sueh at least 
he wished her to believe;) '' and if I ap- 
pear like a gentleman, I must be liberal 
to some of the domesties, who wouhlnot 
otherwise be so willing to scrvc mc/' 

Sybella sighed deeply as she saw the 
torn shoes of her little bovs, while the 
blush of anger tinged the nori; pale eheek 
of her sister, whose quicknessofcompre- 
liension too well informed her of the 
selAsh motives whieh had wrun^ from her 
brother so large a sum. She longed to 
give vent to her indignalion^ but a/Tee* 
tion for Sybella made her restrain her 
Teelings. Co4.irteney, however, read in 
ber eyes her thoughts on his eonduet, 

c 3 and 
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and as he knew them to Be true, he made 
his visit asshort a one as he eould. 

** Let us at least see you sometime^, 
Leopold ; though, I confess, pur present 
residenee but ill agrees with the apart- 
ments you are nbw aeeustomed to live 
in, still it will be some comfort to us to 
see you now and then." 

" When I hav^ an evening to myself, 
you ttiay be eertain I will pass it with 
you," replied Gourteney ; " but I fear 
that I shall be more confine<I than ever, 
Snee the marehioness wUlnow begia: ta* 
receive eompany.**^ 

Both himself and Sybella purposely 
avoided mentioning the name of the 
lovely injured eountess, as it would ne- 
e^ssarily bring up that of the betrayed: 
Deloraine. 

llising to depart, he carefully examined 
his dress, lest it should have received any 
dirt; and brushing off with his hand some 
dust on his coat-sleeve, he was about to 
take leave, when his eldest boy running 

tQ 
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to klss him, said — '^Have you got a 
penny, father, to give us for eakes ? it is 
a long while sinee we have had a eake." 

Again diseomposed, Gourteney hastily 
felt in his poeket, and unwillingly drew 
out sixpence, whieh he gave to the over- 
jpyed boy. 

Maria, who owed him a grudge, ad* 
mired his ehain and seals — ''Are they 
gold, Leopold?*' said she, examining 
them — '' yes, as I live, they are ! Let us 
see your wateh, brothier/' 

" It is a present from the earl/' said 
the hypoerite ; " given me before 1 left 
town/' 

" It is verv handsome, indeed, Leo- 
pold,*' eriedboth sisters, '^and must haYe- 
^st no small sunu'* 

" No, truly," replied Maria ; ^' the 
worth of this watch,..chain^ and seals, 
woitld make us^ freeand happy, Sybella/' 
. Gourteney, impatient to be gone, has* 
tily put up tbe wateh, whieh he had him- 
self bought, befoi^he went down to the 

^ 4 Gastle ; 
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Gastle ; and bidding them good-nrghr, 
hiirried from the seene of domestie dis- 
tress to the habitation of Miss Heartless/ 
the ei'demnt fricnd of his wife. 

" Come, Betsey/* said he, embraeing 
her, " let us be merry to-night; here, 
take this note, and fetch me some 
brandy ; and let us have a ehieken and 
, asparagus for supper. I have just eome 
from visiting my wrfe, and want some 
brandy to raise my spirits." 

*' And I want sotne new siIk-stocking5> 
Leo ; so you are just eome in time to 
buy them for me." 

'* Well, Betsey, go and get what I bid 
you ; be a good girl, and I will see what 
1 ean do for you.'' 

The brandy was soon proeured, and 
Leopold swallowed several bumpers, to 
excite exhilaration, while the earesses 
and well-timed fondness of his favourite 
were rewarded by a present, whieh 
would not, under any other eireum* 
stanees, have been obtained so easily. 

Thus 
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Thus was that money expended whieh 
woiild have filled the hungry stomaehs of 
his negleeted family, and elothed the 
limbs 6f his daserted ehildren, whose little 
hearts were even made lighter by the^ 
sixpence their unfeeling father had beea 
eompelled \o give them. 

After Gourteney hadso eagerly has-r 
tened from the humble abode of his wife, 
and the poor boys were put to bed, and 
asleep, Maria said— " Were yoii to be 
advised by me, Sybella, you would, iii. 
spite of the dread of Leopold'sanger, ap« 
propriate five pounds of this money to 
relieve us from our present difficulties, 
Think.how dang^rous it may. prove to. 
our future maintenanee^ should the eaps.. 
uot be forthcoming when they are sent 
£br ! Five pounds will at this moment- 
be of the utmost impprtanee to us; il 
w.ill not only redeem the eaps, but some 
of our elothes^ whieh are absolutely» 
\wirited, before we ean earry home our 
WLoek.. It will buy the deat boya^me 

c .5 shoei^ 
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shoes, and ^nable us to reeriiit our eott- 
stitutions by some deeent meals.** 

'' Oh ! do not tempt me, Maria ; I 
own the truth of what you say ; but I 
fear the resentment of Leopold, if all the 
reeeipts are not sent him ; besides, 
should I keep baek five pounds, how ean 
I make it good again ? — had I any ex- 
peetation of receiving sueh a sum^ I grant 
that the severe deprivations we endure 
would tempt me, for your sake and my 
poor boys, to aet against my given word/* 

*^ I will manage the matter^ if you will 
leav^ it to my guidanee," replied Maria. 
*' Both the buteher.and baker would be 
quite satisfied were they to be paid a 
part of iheir money, and the remainder 
as we ean let them have it. To-morrow 
I will go and pay the rent, and settle the 
aeeounts, so as to contrive, my dear 
sister^ for us to obtain some advantage 
from this unexpected relief/* 

Morning eame, and Sybella most un- 
willingly saw her sister prepare for her 

walk ; 
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mlk ; she howeyer remei»bered that 
her\ boys wou]d gain new shoes by this 
arralttgement, and that poor Maria 
AVould redeem enough of her thrngs to 
make a more respeetable appearanee.' 
With a heavy heart, shp sat down to her 
work> while her eldest boy fetched his 
book. In the midst of his «reading, she 
heard a.double rap at th6 street-door; 
and as her mi^id stilLdwelt on the eaps^ 
she started up to see who it was. 

Going down a few stairs, she eould 
just diseern a tall, genteel, elderly man, 
who, in a voice of benevolent sweetness, 
ihquired if Mrs. Gourteney lived there ? 
Being informed she did, he^requested to 
speak . to her, and tl>e woman of the 
house immediately ealled down the trem- 
bling Sybella. The gentleman, politely 
bbwing> gave into her hand a letter, 
wbieh he said iiad. beeii delivered to him 
by a fricnd of her8> who was out of 
town, and who had requested him lo ton- 
vey it safe into her jcare. He then wished 
her good-mor&ing^ with aa expression of 

c& eonntenanee 
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eountenanee whieh affected the agitated 
Sybella. Shehurried to her ehamber, and 
quickly broke theseal of Deloraine'sletter. 

Its eontents re-animated her enfeebled 
body^ and falling on her knees by the 
side of her ehildren — '^ Pray with me, 
my dear boys," she exclaimed ; '^ pray 
for the heahh and happiness of our 
-» guardian angel, our benefactor, our ge- 
* nerous Deloraine \" 

Maria, on her return, was surp'rised to 
see the face of her sister enlivened by a 
smile — '' I havesucceeded, Sybella// said 
she, " in gaining time from the buteher 
and baker; I have paid the rent and 
other bills ; here are the reeeipts, the 
eaps, and two of our gowns ; and here is 
a joint of meat, whieh we have not sben 
for many a long day. Please God, we will 
all enjoy ourselves now, and work the 
harder for it to-morrow. Here, you liltle 
eubs, here are some eakes for you." 

" And we will enjoy ourselves, Maria,** 
eried her sister, smiling through her 
tears of rapturous gr^titude. *' We will 

dine 
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clinefirst, and then you shall go baek and 
pay the whole of the two bills, and 
Leopoldshall haye the reeeipts to-night/' 

" How's this, my dear Sybella?"in- 
quired Maria; ^^ are you serious ? — who 
has been here, that you are thus enabled 
to pay five pounds, who had not, until 
my return^ a shilling ?" 

" I ean not only pay five, but ten, were 
it neeessary/' said Sybella : *' but I wont 
keep you any longer in suspense ; read, 
Maria — read the letter of our benevo- 
lent^ our steady friend." 

Maria hastily pressed the letter to her 
lips, then blushing, read aloud, in a 
trembling voice, its eontents: 

^^ My dear friends must not 
think, from my long silenee, that I have 
forgotten them. Their removal was the 
prineipal eause of what I hope will not 
be deemed negleet. AIl my efforts, un- 
til yesterday evening, have been fruit- 
less, to find out their present residenee. 

I would 
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I would have ealled, but am obliged 
suddenly to leave town, 

*^ My unele will himself convey thisr 
into your hands. Aeeept the enelosed, 
njy dear Sybella and Maria, from an old 
and faithful friend, who requests thaty 
should any thing oeeur to make the as- 
sistanee of sueh a bne neeessary, you will ; 
oblige him by conferring on him the 
honour of serving you to the utmost of 
his power. As I shall be anxious to learn 
how you are, during my absenee froni 
town, whieh may be for some monthsj I • 
shall tax your time and good-nature, 
my dear Maria, and elaim you for a eor- 
respondent. Take eare that you db not 
give me eause to remind you that the 
well-known excuse of ladies in general • 
(want of time) will not be aerepted by 
your sineere and affecrionate friend, 

'* Edmunb Deloraine/* 

Maria's heart beat cjuick withadelight 
long unknown to her. She would have 
kissed again and again the letter of De- 

loraine^ 
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loraine, but that the presenee of her 
sister restrained her. 

'^ Here, Maria/' said the negleeted 
wife of Gourteney, ** is the kind pre- 
sent of our generous friend. Alas, 
Maria ! when shali \ye be able.to repay 
his kindness or his money ?" She then 
shewed the overjoyed girl two five- 
pound notes. ^' I shall be able to keep 
my word with Leopotd/' eontinued his 
wife> " and still gratify the wishes of my 
sister." 

•^ Noble Deloraine \" cxclaimed Ma- 
ria, unable any longer to eoneeal her 
feelings; '' how eould my brother turn 
traitor to sueh a friend — sueh an angel 
as he is !" * • 

*' Do not toueh «pon that subject,' 
Maria, I entreat you ; as you love me, 
spare my husband, whose eonduet, I ac- 
knowledge wiih deep regret, will not 
bear serutiny, I may be wrong in eon- 
eealing from him the kindness of Ed- 
mund, but my motive is a good one. 1 

Would 
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woiild not wound his feelings by ac- 
qiiainting him that ali our comforts howe 
fJow. from the man he unjustly conceives 
hisenemy.'*' 

Maria^ unwilling to damp the plea-i- 
siire of her sister, forbore to nyention the 
too glaring vices of her husband. They 
sat down to what had long been a stran-i 
ger to themy a good joint of meat and 
other neeessaries ; and though they were 
eonstrained to drink the health'Of Delo- 
raine in their beer, yet the wish wase 
nevertheJess a pure one, and the tear of 
affeCtionate gratitude, whieh mingled 
with it, testified th.e sineerity of their 
liearts. 
:^.iAfter returning thanks to God for hi^ 
tinexpected merey. in affording them 
sueh joyful relief in their \sorst extre- 
* mity. Maria.proeeeded to the.shops, in< 
order to disoharge the remainder of the 
Iwo bills. Hleased by her readiness ta 
pay/as well as with. her interesting ap-% 
pearanee, the tradesmen Yolunteered ta 

serve. 
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sewe them again ; but unfortunately 
their present abode was too far distant. 
From thenee she ealled at ihe groeer's, and 
ordered in a quantity of riee, tea, sugar, 
and other neeessaries, wWeh would pre- 
vent their suirering the horrors^ of want^ 
for some time at least. After buying 
her littla nephews their new shoes> she 
returned to her sister, eaeh feeling a 
serenity of mind, and a delightful hope 
ofstillseeing better days, through theip 
own exertions, and the friendly assistanee 
of Deloraine. 

Gourteney, meanwhile, was perplexed 
and dislurbed both in body and min^I, 
yet thet/ were iiinoeent of his troubles. 
Had his whole family been annihilated, 
it would not have eost hira half the unea- 
siness whieh he now felt from the artless 
reproaehes and tears of Susan ; he had 
deluded her on from week to week, with 
fresh excuses for his violating his solemn 
promise of marryingher. Fond of him to 
an excess, she suffercd herself slill to. 

eredit 
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eredit his professions of attaehment^: 
(though, in reaHty, he was naw'grown- 
lired of her,) until the eertainty of her 
b'eeoming a mother emboldened her to^ 
be more urgewt. Underpretetiee of not 
being able to enjoy enough of her so- 
eiety, he got her to eonsent to quit lady 
Wilmington's seeretly, assuring her that 
he would plaee her under the. eare of a. 
relation,. where she should remain untiK 
after her Gonfineraen^t. 

Poor Susan had no alternative but to^ 
yield to the base design of her sedueer ;.. 
aeeordingly, she left the £amily onef: 
night, and with a heart bursting with re- 
niorse and penitenee, hastened to the 
asylum- whieh Gourteney had prepared 
for her. Her absenee was soon known-. 
She had taken with her the whole of her 
little wardrobe; aiKl the marehioness, . 
distressed beyond measure, sent servants 
in every direetion to traee out her re-- 
treat. Shoeked at their fruitless attempts^ 
she conjured Gourteney to devise some 

plaa. 
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plan by whieh the poor girl who had thus 
elandestinely stolen frora her proteetion 
might he recovered. The artful hypo- 
erite appeared to sympathize in her dfs- 
tress; threw out hints that she must have 
been deeoyed away by some lover; and 
Tolunteered to make every seareh.him'^ 
self for the fugitive. 

£xu]ting in the sueeess of his plan» he 
iralled at the house whieh eoneealed his 
victim ; it was situated in a retired- part 
of Ghelsea, and the woman to whose eare 
he had eonAded the innoeent daughter 
of the hospitable farmer>. was one a£ 
those who deemed virtue but a starving 
eommodity. 

Susan met him with tears and. sobs,. 
whieh even his fresh protestations of lovc 
and Adelity eould not restrain. She, on 
her knees/ implored him to marry her, 
and not to bring shame and disgraee on 
her dear father and mother, who would 
never survive the knowledge of her dis- 
hon^ur. Courtency^ tired of her per- 

son. 
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son^ and vexed at her importunities, ar 
lastresolved to aeknowledge liimsel^ onre 
more a marriedman, thinking by this to- 
sileneeher entreaties and her hopes. * 

Susan heard him with a stare of wild 
ineredulity — *' You be jesting wi I, Mr. 
Gourteney, sure now I — oh, why do yoii 
' moek my distress ? — why do you wish me 
to believe vou eoiiW be so great a vil- 
lain ?'' 

^' Dearest Susan, forgive my deeep- 
tion ; it was my imbounded love for yoii' 
that tnade me say I was single. But why 
do you start from me, my own Susan ? I- 
- shall love you ten timea rheraore for not 
bearing the hated name of wifc, the 
sound of whieh woi^ld be quite sufficient 
to make me fly from you for ever.'* 

Susan fell lifeless on the floor at the 
feet of herdestroyer} who, ratheralarmed, 
ealled for his eompanion in wiekedness. 
With difficulty they restored her. Turn- 
ing her eyes on Gourteney, she said— 
** Oh ! how I onee loved you^ eruel n>an l 

How 




ME HYFO€RM-E. 45 

'How can you sleep in your bed, and 
know how basely you have sought roy 
ruin ? Dear father ! dear mother ! nevcr 
— neverwill you see your Susan again !" 

Courteney-endeavoured to sooth her; 
he felt alarm^d lest she should return 
either to the marehioness or to the farm, 
and discover his vi]lany. 

*' Hold your false tongue," said she ; 
" perjured man, you who eould so so- 
lemnly «swear to make me your wifc, 
well knowing that you had one living ! 
— you have broken your oath, .but I 
will keep mine. Go, goaway from me — 
I no longer love you ; but I will nevcr 
perjure myself ; I said I would not be- 
tray you, and I never will ! my death, I 
hope, will put an end to all my injuries " 

,She .persevcred in not letling him em- 
"braee hen Angry at her obstinaey, yet 
<leeming it wise to attempt at least to 
recover his inAuenee over her, he leTt 
some money with the woman, and pro- 
mised to eall again in a day or two. 

A wepk. 
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A week, however, elapsed hefor^ Ti^ 
was afl>le to keep his word ; he then 
found her recovering from a misear- 
rrage; pale and miserable, yet still per- 
sisring in re^using every ofFer of reeon- 
eiliation. They parted in anger; and 
when next he visited the plaee of her 
retreat, he learnt that she was gone, and 
the woraan of the house was whoUy ig- 
norant of her fate. 

'^ Stubborn fooI ! she deserves to 
starve for her obstinaey/* was the hu- 
mane ejaculatioh of this man of morality 
and religion, Nor did he aHi^Ter the phi- 
losophieal apathy of his feelings to he 
disturbed by the real distress of lady 
Wilmington, or theagoniesof the worthy 
rusties her parents, who, when informed 
of the mysterious elopement of their 
ehiU, gave way to bitter lamentations 
and reproaehes, for suAering her to go to 
sueh a sad plaee as London. 

The well-managed sorrow and tender 
eondolenee of Gourteney ohly rendered 

him 



TriiE HrpoeRiTE. 47 

*^im more revered bv them; and thev 

thus uneonseiously received again into 
'their house, onee the abode oP peaee and 

genuine happiness, the sole author of 
' their misery, and the base and eowardly 

destroyer of the innoeent and too-eon- 

iiding Susan. 
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LoKD Ed\^in ^ras now the deelared Ta- 
Yourite of his unele» who made no sernple 
An avowing his determination of making 
iiis forrune equal to that of the marquis, 
his brother. In order, therefore^ that his 
nephews might receive every advantage 
fro(n the talents of the best masters^ in 
the ornameDtai branebes of edueation, 
the earl eonsented to pass the winter 
months in London, divid;ng the re- 
mainder of the Ttar ber*ccn vhits !o ihe 

•— ■. 
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Castle, the Wilderness, or some fashix>n«' 
a]ble watering-plaee. 

Time, whieh blunts the keen remem*- 
branee /of irremediable evils, softened 
down the poignaney of lord Mortimer's 
grief a-t the loss of his only ehild. All 
his aATeetions, all his hopes and fond de- 
sires, were now fixed on the seeond son of 
his sister, who, he Aattered himself, 
woiild rea!ize, both in person and raind^ 
all his sanguine expectations. 

Never did youth hold out a brighter 
promise of the most Ahished manhood 
than that of lord Edwin^gifted by na- 
ture with aface and form Vvhich instaotly 
^ captivated, from the sweet expression af 
the one, and the graceful symmetry of 
the other, lord Edwin beeame the idal 
of his relations, and the favourile of all 
the dependants. AfFectionate, gentle, 
humane, and bcnevolent, he paid im- 
plieit obedienee .to the will of Gourte- 
ney, whom, next to his unele, he revered 
and loved, and who strove, with all ima- 

ginable. 
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ginable perseveFance, to lay the founda- 
tion^ in the yielding tnind of his pupil, 
for all those vices whieh he himself pos- 
sessed : he however, from prudential 
tnotives^ taught him to look up to the 
earl with veneration and aiTeetion — to 
eonsider his word as a law, whieh it 
would be saerilege to vioIate — and to 
remember that the disposal^ not of his 
airections> but his hand^ rested solely with 
his unele. 

Lord Edwin listened, believedj and 
obe^yed ; but his heart remained untaint- 
ed by tbe cont||patinating eounsels of his 
tutor^ who his good-nature indueed him 
to think was sometimes led away by 
mere tenderness for bimself. 

The marquis eontinued to retain the 
same spirie of independaaee, whieh led 
him to spurn at eontrol, and to rebel 
against all attempts to eontradiet his opi- 
nions or to thwart his inelinations. He^ 
neyertheless^ bad a sineere regard for 
Gourteney^ who soon peroeiyed that 

voL. iii. D little 
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little was to be gained by opposing the 
wishes of his resolute pupil, and there- 
fore desisted from the eontinuanee of a 
system whieh eould only end in making 
the marquishis enemy — a thing eertainly 
to be avoided, even at the expence of 
every just and honourable feeling. 

Assoon as the marchioness*s sons were 
old enough to be sent to the university, it 
was the wish of lord Mortiiner that 
Courteney should aeeoropany them^ and, 
by his presenee and advice, restrain^ in 
some degree, the freedom of their ^e- 
tions. This arrangement' was pattieu- 
larly pleasing to the hyporrite ; he eould 
now puTsue the bent of his own vicious 
propensities, without fear of having hid 
eonduet made known to his liberal bene- 
factor. 

" My dear Gourteney," said the earl, 
*' thank God; my nephews are now ar- 
riviri^at a time of life when the exer- 
tion ofyourtaIents will beno loiiger ne- 
eessary. You will be exempt from thd 

fatigue 
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latigue and drudgery of teaehing tbe 
young, only to take upon you a new 
oiliee^ — that of being eompanion to a 
peevish and querulou8 old man/' 

'^ Oh» my lord! you are UBJust to 
yourself/' replied Gourteney. " Grant- 
ing that you were arrived at that age 
when the disposition of man too fre« 
quently ehanges for the worse, yet I ain 
€onfident the soeiety of your lordsbip 
will never fail to eharm. I look forward 
with ]oy to the period you speak of^ 
%vhen I shall be at liberty to devote to 
you the whole of my time^ and^ I trost^ 
to prove> in a small di^gree, my grati* 
tude and reverence for the many favouri 
I have received from your lordship's in- 
exhaustible benevolence.** 

'* All that you have received, Gourte- 
ney/' said the earl, '* falls short of your 
deserts. Already have you passed ten 
years of your life in my family, and ful* 
iilled^ to the 8atisfaction of myseir and 
lad j Wilmington^ the important duties or 

; »2 your 
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your trust. If the inarquis is not so 
traetable and doeile as Edwin, the fault 
is tn his own headstrong nature, not in 
you, whose sole endeavour has been to 
render him as perfect as his, brother/* 

" I almost regret," he eontinued, 
^' that the marehioness has remained 
single for so many years, sinee the au- 
thority of a father, properly exerted, 
might have in some measure tamed the 
high spirit of her eldest son. It is now 
too late to try sueh a remedy ; but I ra* 
ther think, Gourteney, between ourseIves, 
that her ladyship will not^remain a widow 
roany months longer. The persevering 
eonstaney of lord St. Laurenee will at 
last Qvercome the resolution of my sister, 
and I shall rejoice should sueh an event 
take plaee, his Iords~hip being, as you 
know, one of my most highly-esteemed 
friends." 

, Courteney likewise relt pleased at the 
probability of sueh a ehange^ sinee it 
Kould, by separating the earl oeeasion* 

ally 
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ally from his sister» throw him more into 
the power of himseU; and hc doubted 
not but that he sh«uld,by studyingmore 
than ever the temper and puisuits of 
lord Mortimer, and by rendering himself 
almost neeessary to his existenGe, not 
only receive a eonsiderable salary, but 
be handsomely remembered by him in 
his will. This was o^ moment to Gourte- 
ney, who, in the eommon order of 
things^ had a right to ealeulate upon 
outIiving the earl many years. 

Another of his wishes was now soon 
gratiHed ; lady Wilmington, who had 
long esteemed the friend oP her brother» 
yielded to their united persuasions^ and 
beeame the wiTe of the earl of St. Lau- 
renee^ just before her sons^ with their 
tutor^ set oiT for Oxrord. 

This mateh gave satisfaction to all who 
were attaehed to the marehioness, and to 
her own family in partieular. They had 
long been aeeustomed to love the object 
of her ehoiee, and it seer^ed perfectly 

» 5 natural 
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natural to her ehildren to eall by the en* 
dearing name df father, the man whoai 
they had been in the habit of seeing eon- 
stantly, and always with pleasure. 

Gourteney prepared to aeeompany 
his pupils to the uniVersity with fresh 
inerease of spirits. Three years was 
deeme^ sutBeient to Bnish their studies— 
three years, and he should no longer be 
confined in his hours or in his pleasures. 
From being a tutor, he should rise to be 
the eompanion^ the aeknowledged friend 
and favourite of lord Mortimer. Sueh a 
distinetion was worth the sacrifice of 
some of the best years of his life : it 
would repay him for his tedious eontine' 
ment, and the eonstant restraint he had 
bi&en eompelled to put ori his words and 
aetions f6r so long a time. It would 
also give him more consequence in the 
world; and he should have at last the 
delight of leading the Iazy Iife of a gen- 
tleman, whieh had ever been the summit 
orhis wishes. 
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Tn quitting Londpn forlhe unirersity, 
he had no single regret. . His wife anii 
family he had long sinee entirely aban- 
doned; he was even ignorant of their 
existence, and had reported to lord Mor- 
timer that death had dissolved him from 
the bonds of his unfortunate marriage. 
The eireumstanees whieh led to this total 
desertion and infamous brutality were as 
folIow. , 

Two years elapsed, after he had given 
to Sybella the thirty pounds, during 
whieh period they never received any 
assistanee from him ; yet both his wife 
and sister struggled hard to remain where 
they were, and to live a little comfort- 
ably, by dint of eonstant exertion. Maria 
hadwrittenoeeasionally t6DeIoraine,who, 
not always being with his unele when 
her letters arrived, did not receive them 
sometimes until a week after their date : 
he then never failed to reply to them, 
always begging her to tax his friendship 
to the utmost, were it neeessary, aod 
generally endosing a present for tbe 
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ehildren of his perfidious enemy. Sueb 
eonduet made the sisters fecl delieate -in 
writing too often, and they determined 
that nothing but the most urgent neees- 
sity should eompel them to draw apon 
his goodness for a relief, whieh they were 
so well convinced they should receive. 

It however happened that the three 
boys fell siek of the measles, while 
Gourteney was with his pupils at the 
Gasile ; and as they had it very badly^ 
and required more delieate Iiving than 
nsual, Sybella wrote to her husband, re- 
questing his assistanee towards supplbrt- 
ing them under their heavy illness. ITe 
replied to her letter — ^that he had no rno- 
ney to send her, and disliked applying to 
lady Wilmington, who had already ad- 
vanced him part of- his next quarter. 
His wife felt this unkindness more keenly, 
beeause it so evidently shewed his want 
of humanity a'nd of aATeetion towards his 
ehildren. 

The youngest boy sutTered the most,. ^ 
and eventualty fell a victim to the dis^ ^ 

. order, ■' 
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order, whieh his brothers^ whose eonstitu* 
f idns were stronger^ got over^ but from 
whieh they eontinued weakly Tor soroe 
time. This severe loss was a heavy afl9ic- 
tion to their aATeettonate mother, whose 
love appeared to inerease in proportion 
as they beeame less dear to their natural 
TOOteetor. Again she was eompelled to 
apply to him for money to bury herlittle 
boy. Again she met with a refusal ; he 
sent her no money^ only some eommon- 
piaee eondolenee^ saying, thal Jl was a 
happy release to his parents^ wnose eir* 
eumstanees would not allow of his re- 
ceiving a proper edueation ; and that it 
would be a good thing if it should please 
tieaven to take the other two. 

Sybelbi^ at first, did not believe the 
evidence of her own eyes. Was it pos- 
sible that these \yere the sentiments of 
a f(Uher ? — was it possible also that at 
sueh a time he denied her money to 
proeure for her dead infant the rights of 
a deeent Aineral ? Shoeked at his barba- 

d5 rity. 
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rity, and deeply affected by the loss of 
her little darling, poor Sybella eagerly 
parted witb all she possessed, to raise suP' 
lieient to pay 'the neeessary expences. 
before he eould bc interred — the re- , 
m'ainder she promised to pay by instal- 
ments After seeiner the last sad oiBees 
performed for her ehild, Sybella and ' 
Maria determined, sinee they had no . 
prospeet of receiving any assistanee froni 
eburtehey, to move into a still eheaper 
lodging,*4nd do the best they eould for . 
the two remarning b'oys, who still eon- 
tinued to feel the pernieious effect*s of 
their late illness; yet she, determiried to 

.9 ■ I l' 

' make one more appeal to the Ainty heart 
of their father, and by setting forth their 
distress in the mos't forcibIe terms, draw 
from him, if possible, some promise of 
future relief. 

Gourteney, in his answer, approved ot' 
het remoYal to a eheaper plaee, and ex- 
pressed a desire that she should'ehari^e < 
her name^ lest ^ny person should dis-^ 

covered 
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covered that his wife was in sueh mean 
eireumstanees. He said he would try to 
let her have two pounds when he eame to 
town, whieh would be very shortly. 
Maria eould not repress any longer her 
just resentmentj but spoke of ber bro- 
ther in a manner whieh his baseness war<- 
ranted^ and whieh his desire of his wife*s 
ehanging her name made still more bit- 
ter. Mrs. Gourteney eould no longer 
excq8e him ; her tears and sobs were the 
only reply that her sister received to all 
her angry iftvectives. 

*' It ja ^ar you, Sybella, and your poor 
aband<)iied ehildren^ that I am thus en* 
raged ;With my brother; I forgive his 
eondiiet towards myselfj and the wanton 
€xp^diture of all my little property ; I 
co«]ild^ look over the humiliating situa« 
tion his treaehery has plaeed mem; it is 
the eool and determined eruelty of hts 
behaviour towards his family that has thut 
iroused me ; and^ if I were yoUj I would 
^ither eompitl him to allow me some* 

d6 thing. 
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thing, or expose his wiekedness to his 
employers. I have not patienee that he 
should Iive as he does^ en^oying every 
eomPort^ atid spending his money in pro- 
Aigaey^ vrhile his wi^e and ehildren are 
wanting eommon neeessaries. I know 
more of him than you think, Sybella ; 
but as I am convinced that he means in 
time to abandon you entireTy, I do not 
see why I should eoneeal his villany any 
longer." 

*' Rail on, my beIoved Maria, It it 
affbrds you any gratification : Tor mysel^ 
I feel that I have lived too long, sinee 
ihy husband, for whose sake T lost the 
favour of all my relations, has deserted 
me. Gruel Leopold \ if / am no longer 
dear to you, yet our ehildren surely 
ought to plead to you for proper sup* - 
port ! ' Alas ! that ever he went to lady 
Wilmington. My fears were too pra- 
phetie— our separation will be an eternar 



one.** 
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" So mueh the better," replied Marfa, 

istl»! 
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atill more angry^ from the eontinued 
mtldness of her sister. '' What happi- 
ness eould you expect from the man who 
Aed your arms, and eternally violated 
your bed? I only regret that he is suATer- 
ed to go on in his infamous ways, and 
that the sanetity of his looks^ and the re- 
ligious eant of his.conversation, are not 
known to be assumed. What would 
the world think^ were it known that the 
pious Leopold Gourteney^ the moralist^ 
the reformer, the writer of sermons^ sur» 
feted his wife and ehildren to be aban- 
doned to all the horrors of want andstar- 
vatibn, and all the iilsults and humiiiating 
degradationsattendant on that poverty to 
whieh he has wil^ully eonsigned them ?" 

•• Oh, hold, Maria V' said his sister» 
•* your resentrtient leads you to be un- 
just ; he has nOt quite abandoned us ; 
he may repent, and return to his familv; 
bis pobr ehildren he will not surely east 

offr 

"Kepent !" eried Maria, wilh a bitter 

nmile ; 
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smile; " yes, yes, he wiU eertainly re- 
pepti return to his ramily, and provide 
for his ebildren. Xhe man who eould 
witness unmoved the di$tre$s«of l)is al- 
most starving wiTe — who eould see his 
boys with their naked toes out of iheir 
tattered shoes — who eould hear that these 
dear objects were frequently eompelled 
to ^ubsist on tea for whole days toge-, 
ther, and eould r^fuse to relieve those 
wants when he had the power, is very 
likely to repent— yes, yes, it will be a 
deathbed repentanee, I belieye.'* . 

" Horrible !" exclaimed Sybella ; '^ oh, 
Maria ! I did npt think you eould be so 
warm ! I did not believe you eoutd pass 
sueh severe, sueh unmerited eensure 
upon any one ! Surely you forget that, 
Leopold told us he distressed himself 
greatly to give us the thirty pounds^ 
and moSt likely left himself without a 
guinea!" 

'' It is but right to undeceive you, my 
dear^ ill-treated stster. Leopold did not 

distren 
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^/^/r^^ himseir when.he was so uneom* 
tnonly liberal ; neither did he Ieave him* 
seir without a guinea. He quitted us, 
knowing that we should go to bed sup- 
perless^ while he ealled on one of his 
ladies^ spent the best part of a pound^ 
note ih ]iquor and a luxurious supper, 
anclg2ive her money to sport about in 
new silk stoekings^ with fine open-work- 
ed eloaks^ whieh she did the very next 

day"., . ' "' '■■■ 

'' I eannot orive eredit to this idle and 
improbabTe story. Who, Maria, eould 
tell it you ? — you did wrong, my sister,' 
to listen to sueh 'itti abominable false- 

■ I _t *•■■■ ti* 

hbod oryourbrdlher/' 

" My dearest Sybella, yotfr inereduiity,' 
aPter so many reeent proofs whieh you* 
have received of his ba^eness, is absolute 
weakness. Had you bieen less gentle, 
less inelined fo overlook his repeated in- 
f]delities, Leopold is so great a eoward, 
that he would not dare to use you as be 
dioes ; nay, even now, were you to as» ' 

i^ume 
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sume a proper spirit, and threaten to ex- 
pose him. I am eertain you would wring 
from him a trifle towards your support." 

" That I shall nevcr do/* replied the 
injured wife of Gourteney ; " if his own 
feelings do npt,protT]pt him to be just to- 
wards me and my boys^ I shali eertainly 
not ruin the future eharaeter of their 
father. My silent submission to his will 
may do. more for me than angry re- 
proaehes. He shall not^ at least^ have.any 
Jijst eause for deserting me : but, Maria^ 
you have raised my euriosity; I must 
know more eoneerning this eruel ca- 
lumny ; you need not be afraid tp tell 
me^ Maria, for I am too well convinced 
that Leppold has long eonsidered me ^s 
a useless burden to him." 

'* I will tell you," replied Maria^ *' be- ' 
eause I wish to rouse you to a just sehse of 
the injuries you sustain ; "if not for your- , 
self, at least for your ehildren ; do nol 
allow their father wantonly to squander 
away his property on the most worthless 



THE HYPOeRlTi:. 65 

part of the ereation^ while they are 
literally enduring every deprivation. 
You' remember the little girl who, be- 
fore we gave up the house, used some- 
times to fetch errands for us ?*' 

" I do, very well/* said her sister ; 
'' she was a niee tidy girl, and I often 
wished I was able to take her myself> to 
help to nurse the ehildren — but what of 
her ?" 

" I met her a short time after the ge* 
nerous donation of Leopold, and stopped 
to inquire iP she had got a plaee? The 
girl eoloured, looked cbnfused, and said 
that she had got one> but that she was 
going to Ieave it as soon as her month 
was up. Upon my asking who she Iived 
with, she hesitated at Arst, and then told 
me that she had been near three months 
in the employment of a fancy-dress- 
maker, whose name was Heartless. Struek 
with the name of our old schoolfeIIow, 
Betsey Heartless, and still more so by 
hbr confusion on seeing me, I inquired 

' if 
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if my brother ever ealled on her mistress? 
The poor girl blushed d^eper than rbe- 
fore^ and I at length drew froni her the 
trulh. The visits of Leopold, wliom she 
knew to be a married man, and his fami- 
liarities with Betsey^ were the eause of 
her going away, and she rejoiced that she 
had only a fortnight of her time to re- 
main. I heard that he was frequently in 
the habit of supping with her mistress^ 
and always upon some expensive deli- 
eaey; that/to her knowledge, her mis- 
tress received money from him to buy 
artieles of dress for her own person. 
This led me to ask if she eould remember 
whether he supped at her house on the 
night he quitted us? 'That he did/ re- 
plied the girl ; ' for well do t remember 
that I had been washing, and that my 
mistress went out to buy something 
niee for Mr. Gourteney's supper; it was 
a ehieken and asparagus; and on seeing 
me go about seraping them very unwil- 
yingly, she ssdd, 'l know you are tired^ 

Molly, 
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Molly, but nevcr mind, I will give you 
the gown I had oii yesterday ; help me 
to do these nice]y, 'fov iWr. Gourteney is 
very partietilat: ih his eating. I don't 
know how long he staid, for I went to 
bed ; but my mistress bought some new 
silk stoekirigs the next day; and wh^n she 
gave ttie the gown, she told me she had 
them given her by the gentleman who 
supped with her last night; that he was 
ah old friend of hers; and tbat sinee he 
waseome to tbwn, he would often sup 
with her/ Sybella, I hope you are eon- 
vinced that you have nothing to expect 
frora your husband's repentanee. It 
seems thki, h'ttle time as he has to him- 
self> yet he ean find it, whenever he 
wishes, to ^up with Betsey, who^ heartless 
like himself, is a very proper eompanion 
for him." 

Mrs. Gourteney had no longer any ex- 
euse to make for herhusband's eonduet; 
it was too gross even for her to attempt 
his vindication. With a heavy heart she 

put 
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put pn her things^ and proeeeded to find 
out apartments that wo^ld be still eheaper 
than those whieh they nowoeeupied. Tbese 
were soon found, and they removed« in 
the eourse of a few days, to aseeond Aoor 
in one of the retired streets of Lambeth. 

They had not been. here Iong« before 
they discovered that their feIIow-Iodgers 
were of that unhappy elass of women 
who Iive by the vices of the other sex. 
In the iirst Aoor resided two of the in- 
ferior performers of the Circus, who 
passed for man and wife, but whose 
drunken moments betrayed to the eon- 
trary. The front-parIour was let to a 
young woman, whose artless appearanee^ 
and still innoeentdemeanour^ would have 
eontradieted every ili«natured report^ had 
not her nightly walks and nightly visitors 
too forcibIy discovered her guilty mode 
of Iiving. 

Shoeked at being thus disagreeably 
situated» yet ignorant how to remedy 
this fresh misfortunej the unhappy rela* 

tion« 
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tions or Gourteney quietly submitted to 
an evii, whieh, for the present at least, 
was ineYitaible» sinee the lowness oP their 
finances would not enable them to live 
in a more respeetable neighbourhood» 
The poor boys, who went no longer by 

• 

their Tather's name, often got eakes and 
fruit given them by their fellow-lodgers, 
partieularly by the youtig woman in the 
parlour, who never failed, as soon as 
they were sent into the little garden^ 
whieh Was indeed beeome absolutely 
neeessary to their health, to eall them 
into. her room, earess them, and give 
them something to eat; 

This was parhrul to Sybella and her 
sister, who had kept them so elosely eon- 
fined with themseWes, on purpose to 
prevent any intimaey, that the ehildren 
began to feel the ill eATeets of her pru- 
denee; and she was at length obliged to 
let them play, some part of the day, in 
the open air. The kindness of their new 
friend was very aeeeptable to the poor 

boys. 
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boys,.\yho too frequently felt the scanti« 
ness df their meals relieved by her dona- 
tions ; nor were her giTts confined alone 
to eatables~she often bought thera toys, 
and seemed so. modestly and so humbly 
to eourt the notiee of their mother^ th^t 
she was eompelled^ at la&t^ to speak to 
her whenever they aeeidentally met. 

Mrs. Gourteney^ as well as Maria^ spon 
began to feel themseWes interested for 
her^ and to lament.that tiie lifeof oneso 
apparently innoeent and kind-hearted 

should be sd wretehed/ so ; d«grading. 
*' Perhaps/' said Sybella^ ^^ thi«,: poor 
girl has fallen a victim to the artiiiees of 
tsome wreteh, who no sooner ruined, than 
he lert her. She looks like a eountry 
girl; shame has most likely prevented 
her returning to her friends. How glor 
rious, Maria, it would be to reelaim this 
poor lost ereature — to save her fronfi 
total ruin ! Let us try what we ean do 
by persuasion. Lebpold shall go and 
ask her to tea this evening." 

Highly 



\ 
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Highly gratiHed by tbis iavitation, 
from those who were eYidently good 
and Yirtuous^ the kind rriend of the 
little Leopold joyfuIIy aeeompanied him 
to his mother's apartment. The kind 
looks^ and friendly manners of thesisters, 
joined to their eondeseension ( for she was 
well assured that her way of living was 
known to them )^ seemed greatly to afiect 
MissTaylor^ and she eould not refraiQ 
from expressing her thanks for the no- 
tiee thus.taken of one so unfortunate, so 
guilty. 

The tears whieh Aowed from her eyes^ 
her youth^ and interesting appearanee^ all 
eonspired to win the regard and pity of 
Sybella and ber sister^ the former of 
whom took her kindly by the hand» and 
said, in the gentlest aeeents — '^ My dear 
Miss Taylor, we are too well acquainted 
with misfortune and sorrow not to feel 
for your situation. Both my sister and 
xnyself have nodoubtbut that you would 
^ladly quit your present mode of liTe^ 

euuld 
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eould you but find any tneans of pro« 
turing a more honourable way of liYing. 
Our own poverty prevents us frdm affbrd- 
ing you one, but Maria and I are so 
interested in your favour^ so convinced 
that you are npt eHminal from inelina- 
tion^ that we would do any thing in the 
yrorld to serve you." 

'' Oh^ you dear angels !*' satd the 
young woman, throwing herself on her 
knees before them^ and kissing their 
hands, '' for sueh you seem to 'me, God 
in heaven bless you for ever^ for your 
kindness to a poor deserted ereature— 
deserted by him who swore never to 
!eave me — always to love me^ and to 
proteet me from all harm ! Indeed^ in- 
deed, I would be good — I would lead a 
better life; but I have no Triends^ no home- 
that would shelter me, now I have been 
wieked/* 

Sybella and ber sister both burst into 
tears ; they felt for the poor sinner be- 
fore them ; they felt also the similarity 
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of tbeir situations — themsehes abandoned 
by their natural proteetor. Raising her 
Trom the ground^ they asked her ir she 
eould work at her needle ? — if she eould, 
she might do all the plain part of the 
work they were employed about; and, 
with eare^ she might manage to get a de- 
cent,living. /Sybella then shewed her 
isome of the linen they were at work 
upon ; and the poor girl, almost frantic 
with gratitude^ said that she thought she 
eould work well enough to make all but 
the fancy part. 

She would again have ^'«Ilen on her 
knees^ had not they prevented her. 

'' Then 4o not go out to-night,'* 
4said Sybella ; '^ istay with us, and to- 
tnorrow we wiH give you some hihyt* 
bed-gowns to make: you may not^ at 
lirst, like the confinement^ but you wili 
soon get used to it ; and if you like to 
bring your work and sit with us, you are 
very weleome ; it witl be less dull thaa 
being quite alone. 

VOL. IH. « X<^ 
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To this Miss Taylor joyfully assentecl> 
and blessed them repeatedly for their 
goodness. *' I have not always been the 
miserable being I am now," said she; 
*• but'your kindness deserves to be in- 
formed of the eause of my present dis- 
graee. My dear parents^ who I hope will 
Tiever discover my infamy, live about a 
hundred miles from London; they are 
very well to do in the world, my father 
being a weaTthy farmer; a good man, 
an honest man, who would die were my 
shame made known to him« 

^^ About two years and a half ago, I, 
poor foo1ish glrl, put too mueh faith in 
the words of a genlleman, who eame Tre- 
qaently to our house. He looked and 
talked so like a real good-hearted man, 
that when he swore to marry mc, I al- 
nlost thought it done, sueh eoniidenee 
<lid I plaee in his love. One fatal night^ 
it was the wedding-night of my sister^ 
this eruiel inan stole to my ehamber, re- 
newed his vows, swore to love me 

through 
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ihrough life, and taking advantage of my 
afiection and my faith^ robbed me of that 
hbnour whieh he never meant to restore. 
** I was taken into the same family in 
whieh he liyed-; we eame to Lbndon ; 
he eontinued to decetve me with false 
promises of making me his wife ; he got 
me to leave the proteetion of my mis* 
tress, and go to lfve, as he said, with a 
Telalion of his at Ghelsea. I did not like 
^his woman, she was so bold and impu- 
dent. On my knees, I begged him to 
«aarry me: he eould not, orperhaps, after 
all, he would not-: he said he had a wife 
livino^ 






Tears ehoked her utteranee, and the 
sisters, trembling with fears whieh they 
x;ould not aeeeunt for, anxiousIy awaited 
her recovcry. At length she beeame 
sulBeiently oomposed t<jf resume her nar- 
rative« 

^' To t)e thusdeceived, thus eruelly be- 
trayed into sin, made me burn wltK 
sentment; I would not suffer Vim 
toueh me— I eould not ; my Ke^irt iifi^txif^ 
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to abhor him for his faIsehood and 
wiekedness. He left me^ and I fell rll, 
very ill, He eame again^ — I eould not 
iF6rgive him, and \ve parted in mutual 
anger. I got better, and taking advan- 
tage of the woman*s seeming good 
wishes towards me, I eonsented to go 
and be servant to a friend of hers, on her 
promising never to own that she knew 
any thing of me, This friend was as 
Y.ieked as herself, and I soon found that I 
5ihould be turned out of doors to starve, 
unless I followed her abominable way of 

iire. 

^' Heartbroken, deceived, and aban- 
doned by him I onee loved dearly, I 
determined never to return to the house 
of niv fa(her. Careless what beeame of 
mC, and ^\ck of the world, I obeyed, 
though with horror, the advice, 1 may 
sav eomniands, of my mistress ; but the 
money thus wiekedly g-ot never seemed 
to <lo me any good. I left her about 
three months ago, and took this lodging, 
^rhere my neeessities 'awd tcv^ \^tvo\auce 



THE HYPOCRITE. 77 

of every hiiman being that would be a 
friend to me, eompelled me to seek a 
siibsistenee in the same dreadful way." 

'' PoLor girl/' said Sybella, who, as well 
as her sister^ was mueh aiTeeted by the 
unhappy fate of this young sinner; 
'^ poor girl ; and have you never seen 
your sedueer sinee ?" 

"Never/' replied Susan Ilomely, (for 
it was no other than the onee blooming 
and bappy daughter of the farmer;) ''nor 
do I ever wish to see him agaln. He must 
be a bad man^ indeed^ who eould pass for 
single^ ruin a silly eountry maid, by 
swearing to marry her the day after he 
eame to town^ and then rejoice, as I wa» 
told he did, at so easily getting rid of 
me. God forgive him ! I fear he makes 
but a bad husband, and his poor wife has 
little eause to be thankful of her bargain, 
However, although he perjured himsel^^ 
I am not going to do the same ; I pro^ 
mised never to betra-y him to any one>. 
and l have never yet mentioned bis 

* ^ iiam«; 
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name. He has ruined me for ever, faut 
I should be loth to expose him, Tor he 
would not stay long where he is if I did ; 
and perhaps his poor wHe would then be 
the suATerer." 

Maria and her sister would have grven 
any thing to be acquainted with the 
name of Miss Taylor*s sedueer, but after 
this they eould not ask her. They ne- 
vertheless redbubled tlveir kirrd atten^ 
tions, and got her to promise, very- wil- 
lingly, that she would, from that mo* 
ment, diseontinue her dreadful mode of 
obtaining her Iiving. 

Next morning, she eame early for her 
work, and most gratefully aeeepted €>f 
their oATer to sit with tbem. The triile 
of money whieh she possessed she gave 
to Sybella, to add toher mite; and tbey 
agreed to haye their meals tbgether, 
The gratitude of this poor girl was so 
cxcessive, that seeing her gen^roiis 
friends unable at all times to proeure 
meat for their dinner, she> unknown to 

ihem^ 
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them^ took some oP her things to rabe 
money for their use. So iirgent was she 
to evince her thankPuIness, that she sat 
up long after they were gone to bed, to 
iinish her work the sooner. Nor did the 
sisters regret this addition to their little 
famiJy. Susan worked well and fast, be- 
gan to recover her spirits, and often as- 
sisted to raise those of Mrs. Gourteney, 
while she always refused to take six- 
penee more of ber earnings than would 
pay for her room. This expence they 
determined to do away ; the woman of 
tbe house, wbo was the wife of a ^our- 
neyman baker, kindly otTered to let them 
bave a press-bed in their sitting-rooni 
for Susan to sleep in. Ever gratelul for 
any shew of kindness^ tbe poorgirl, thus 
rendered happy, insisted on eleaning out 
the parlour^ and leaving it in order for a 
new lodger. 

It was while she was thus employed 
that Gourteney ealled, for the Arst time, 
at tbe fresh abode of his injured family. 

» * Hi» 
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His ehildren flew to meet him, but nei- 
ther his wife nor sister eould dissemble 
the real state of their feelings. Highly 
oiTended at their seeming indifference, 
he expressed himself warmly, adding, 
that they appeared to know by intiiitioh 
that he had brought them no money. 

This roused the gentle disposition~of 
his hitherto uftcomplaining wire;*she re- 
membered her dead ehild^ and bursting 
into tears, said— '' No, Leopold, you 
have no money for your wife or your 
poor boys; they would have been dead 
long ago' but for me and Maria : yet 'ris 
hard, very hard indeed, that you ean • 
find money to squander upon sueh erea- 
tures as Betsey Heartless, while your own 
family are Iiving in misery and want." 

Gourteney's guilty soul felt horror- 
struek at this unexpected speeeh of his 
/wiPe • yet he determined to brave it out 
boldly. He denied the aeeusation. She 
brought proofs against him, and reverted 
to his barbarity with respeet to the little 

boy , 



.-. N 



. TH£ HTPOCIUt£. 83 

elaimed — " Oh, forgive me ! forgive 
ine ! I did not know he had a wife ; in« 
deed, jndeed I did not." . , 

Sybella Aiing her armS; around the* 
neek of the kneeling Susan — " Poor in- 
jured girl, I believe you. — Oh God, par- 
don the sins of this young ereature^: 
whose ruin is eaused by my unkind hus- 
band 1 — Susan/' she eontinued^ embra* 
eing her^ and plaeing her onee more in 
bed, ^' your injduries* are great — so are 
mine. Sisters in affliction, both suATer- 
ing by; the same hand, let uscomfort and 
eonsole eaeh other ; the wife and family 
of thy sedueep shall endeavour, if pos- 
sible, to atone^ by kindnessand aATeetion^ 
for the wrongs thou hast endured froai 
the treaehery of our eommon enemy ;. 
we will never part^ Susan^ unless it is thy 
wish." 

Thus were these unfortunates bound 
to eaeh other by the strongest ties. The 
onee-innoeent daughter of the farmer 
was more dear to Sybeila and Maria^ 

« 6 froni 
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from the knowledge that Gourteney was 
the authoror her ruin ; and Susan^ on her 
part^ never thought she eould do enough 
for the generous wi^e and sister of her 
betrayer. 



CHAP. III. 

CouBTENKY exultcd secretly at the ehanee 
whieh hc now had of breaking for ever 
with his wife ; and as he well knew that 
he had nothing to dread from the pa* 
tient gentleness of her disposition^ he 
vci^y eoolly sat down to write her an 
eternal farewell. In his letter, he seru- 
pled not to aiHrm that allhis misfortuni^ , 

^^rhad originated from his marrying hei^; 

pt that they had known but little comfort 
while they lived together; and that it had 
longbeenhis fixed determination nev^r 
to reside a^ain under Ihe same roof with 
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a woman whom he eould not be happy 
with. 

He had likewise the hardened impu- 
denee to say, that his salary was barely 
adequate to his own wants ; that he 
found it impossible to provide for his 
family out oT it; and that^ as she.eould 
not expect him to allow her any money 
towards her support, well knowing that 
she was able to work for her Hving, he 
should even diseontinue writing to her, 
as he meant, in consequence of her eon- 
duet when he last saw her, to drop for 
ever all further intereourse with her or 
her sister ; for his ehildren he would pro- 
vide, shoiild he ever have the power; but 
as their mother had hitherto maintained 
them, she must eontinue to do so, until 
they were old enough to work for her in 
return : he insisted on their not s:oin<r 
by his name : and eoneluded bv savin<r 
that all attempts on her part towards a re- 
eoneiliationwould beperreetly fruitlcss; 
and by tormenting him with. ber letters, 
^? whieh 
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v^hich he should return unopened^ she 
would only draw down upon herself a»d 
family his severest anger. Having finish- 
ed this speeimen of conjugal tenderness 
and paternal feeling, he sealed it, and 
earried it to the post-office, with as 
serene a countenance> and as steady a 
hand^ as if he had been sending ihat 
whieh was to restore his wife and her 
ehildren to all those comforts of life to 
whieh they had so long been strangers. 
^True to his promise of abandoning his 
tapless family, Gourteney returned, un- 
€pened, a letter from his wife^ and ano- 
ther from Maria, whieh they sent raerely 
to try the extent of his villany, hot with 
any hope that even should they be read 
by hiwh they would divert hira from his 
pkn. Yeap after year passed by, and he 
did not, even when in town, trouble him- 
«elf to inquire if they were yet starved.to 
death. AU his leisure time was spent» as 
usual, in the soeiety of Betsey Heartless» 
who^ though she was unable to fix his 
, i wandering 



I 



t" 



THE HT1?0CRIT£. 8T 

vfandering inelinations, yet eertainly was 
by far his greatest favourite; and he 
never failed^ after he had eommitted any 
inHdelities, to return to her arms with 
inereasing delight. 

The poverty of his unhappy famrly 
was well known to this woman, but, like 
hi^r base and in^amous admirer^ she 
eould see wasted without a pang, and 
partake without a sigh^ of what would 
have rendered them comfortabIe and 
happy for several days. Not only the 
person^ but the tomper and manners of 
Bersey Heartless^ pleased the taste of 
Gourteney. Possessed of a high spirit^ 
^ver Iively address^ eonsummate art, yet 
with sense enough to hide it, she eon- 
trived to keep alive the passions of 
Leopold, and to gain sueh an aseendaney 
overhim, without his percciving it, that 
he nevcr felt elpyed in her presenee, nor 
tired of her soeiety ; she was, in fact, 
the only woman tbat had ever held any 
power over his affections, Many had 

been. 



j j^ 



i 



89 THE HYPOeRITE. 

been the victiras of his pretended ]ove,. 
but all Tailed to retain any influenceover 
his heart except Betsey ; even at the ex- 
piration of ten years, during whieh time 
he had, lilee the bee, strayed froin Aower 
to Aower, gatherin<? the sweetest honey^, 
he never Tailed to return with fresh ea- 
^ gerness to Betsey, who smiled to herselT 
at the eonseiousness of still being pre- 
ierred, and never failed to weleome his 
arrival, and to proeure for him every. 
little^ dainty whieh suired the extremc 
nieety of his appetite, not eoneealing. 
from him^ however, her kno\^ledge of 
his unfaithfulness, yet discovering it in 
sueh a manner as only served to rivel 
more firmly her own power over him.. 

It gave him some eoneern how to dis'* 
pose of his favourite when he should be^- 
eome eompanion to lord Mortimer, aa^ 
that nobleman had intimated his intent» 
tion of residing prineipally atthe Gastle; 
and Betst^y had so strongly wound her?- 
<Belf eound the beart of Gourteney^ that 
• V - ■ ta* 
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toseparate from her forever was iinpos« 
sible ; he therefore proposed that she 
should give up her business in London, 

and take a house in the town of , 

whieh was only a pleasant ride from 
Mortimer Gastle^ where she might set up 
as dress-maker and milliner: to this she 
eonsented, and he was aeeordingly to 
look out for a proper habitation for Miss 
Heartless, (who had long gone by his 
name,)'and who promised to settleall 
her atTairs time enough to obey his sum« 
mons. 

To the benevolent inquiries of lord 
Mortimer^ respeding his amiable and de- 
serted wife, Gourteney at length thought 
he might with safety reply, by announ- 
eing her demise, as well asthat of histwo 
youngest boys; and when his lordship 
wished to do something for the surviv- 
ing one^ he replied^ that a brother of his 
wife, who liv£d in Sebtland, had taken 
him^ to bring up entirely as hisown son. 
Thus for ever did he shnt out his un- 

oATendiilg 
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olTending ehildren from the good offices 
and kindness of lord Mortimer, who had 
generously purposed to exert his interest 
for the boys of his favouritc and friend. 

Gourteney now began to fcel himself 
of €onsequence in the family. His 
pupils were of an age that rendered them 
desirable eompanions, and also enabled 
him to see a great deal of life; as he al- 
ways aeeompanied them wherever they 
went. He was likewise so fortunate as 
to gain the good opinion of their father- 
in-law, and Gourteney generally maek 
one among the numerous parties wbieh 
daily assembled at the hous^ of lord 
St. Laurenee. 

The nephews of lord Mortimer were 
already the theme of unqualif]ed praise; 
their persons, ' their aeeomplishments^ 
their rank^ and large fortunes, made them 
the chief magnet of attraetion in the 
fashionabIe world; and many an ambi- 
tious mother looked forward^ with restless 
anxiety, for the time when the marquis 

and 
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[ and bis brother wouM seliee^ rrom the 
youthrui' beauties of the day^their happy 
and Mghly-favoured favouritcs. 

Lady earoline, who wa« a year 
younger than lord Edwin^ had been edu- 
eated under the watchful eye of her 
inother; yet with all the eonstant eare 
and tenderness. of her excellent parent» 
she still possessed the high spirit and 
hasty dispositiion of her elder brother, 
whieh would, at moments^ obseure the 
natural goodness of ber heart^ and make 
her appear obstinate, haughty^ and un* 
Teeltng : but no sooner was she convin- 
eed of her error^ than she beeame penp- 
tent^ and all her ambition then was to 
atone^ as mueh as possible^ for her 
faults. 

Young as she was^ and purposely kept 
baek by her mother, on aeeount of her 
disposition^ lady Garoline Wilmingtoa 
was already the object of speeulatioa. 
She was known to be rieher than most of 
the young women who were marriag^- 

5ible, 
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able, and therePore her hand was eagerly 
sought for — nay, some had yentured to 
apply to her unele and her mother for 
permission to address her as their future 
bride. To all these applieations a civil 
deiiial was returned. Both tbe earl and 
his sister knew her ladyship^ when old 
enough, would make her own ehoiee, 
and they resoWed not to attempt to 
fetter her inelinations^ lest they should 
lose the authority whieh they had an 
undoubted right toexert of advising her 
on so important a point. 

Lady Garoline, notwithstanding the 
warmth of her temper^ and her love of 
power, was good-natured, affectioiiate> 
and a deeided enemy to all tyranny and 
oppression. She was an excellent mimie, 
and when indined to amuse herself in 
that way^ seldom paid respeet to per* 
sonages. Gourteney's stilTness of de" 
portment, and sanetiAed visage and ad* 
dress, had frequently been the subject of 
her ridieule before her governess^ and in 

thift 
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this she was seeonded by a young eousin 
of hers, a girl about her own age. 

eiarisss^ Beaumont was the favouri(e 
of Jady Garoline, and as a striet fricnd- 
ship subsisted between their mothers^ the 
young people were repeatedly together. 
That whieh at first was a mere matter of 
eourse, beeame, as they grew up, an ob- 
ject of indination, and aATeetion made 
the two eousins almost inseparable. The 
only brother of Miss Beaumoht, an ami- 
able and elegant young man, had aeeom- 
panied the marquis and lord Edwin to 
Oxford. He was neither so impetuous as 
the formcr, nor as yielding as the latter, 
but was blessed with a mind and temper 
whieh partook of the good qualities of 
eaeh, r'endered him a steady friend, a 
desirable acquaintance, and a eharming 
eompanion. Lady Garoline had sense 
enough to find out all his merits, lono- 
before her mother had supposed that the 
idea of a lover had enlered her dau'^h- 
ter's head, mueh less that sueh an obieet 
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%vas the rrcquent theme of conversatioii 
between lady Garoline and Glarissa 
JBeaumont. 

No sooner were these two friends in- 
trodueed, than they beeanae the reigning 
beauties oF the day ; a erowd of ad- 
mirers folIowed them wherever they 
went^ and had they been ignorant be* 
ibre of their own eharms^ the general 
homage they now received would havc 
convinced them more than their lookins:' 
.glasses ; yet amidst this Aattering notiee, 
^o gratiTying to the generality of young 
women, lady Caro]ine and her eousin 
sought only to render themselves belov- 
ed, the one by lord Edwin^ the other by 
Adolphus Beaumont. Months seen>ed 
years during their absenee; and at eaeh 
reeess, the return of the Oxoniaas 
was anxiously looked for by the fair 
eousins. 

During one of these, the niarquis, 
with his family, were invited to a ball, 
given by lady Beaumont, on the birth- 

day 
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'day of her daughter. Among ihe eom» 
pany was sir Godfrey Louvaine and his 
two daughters ; the eldest immediately 
attraeted the notiee of the marquis^ who 
solietted and gained her for a partner^ 
HerAgure» whieh wasstrikingly beautifiil, 
her graceful movements, and her lively 
manners^ untainted by any improper 
Treedom 6f deportment, captivated his 
lordship, who paid the most pointed at* 
tentions to her dtiring the eviBning. In 
thre eouTse cf conversation> he learnt 
that this was the first winter she hadbeen 
in London ; that her father had brought 
them to town in order to be introdueed; 
and that they would retum to his estate 
in — 1 — shire early in spring. 

The marquis eould think of nothing 
else during the whole of the night, and 
even the next day, but Miss Louvaine ; 
in fact, he eould talk of nothing else; 
and hts motber therefore requested of 
lady Beaumont to iniroduee her to si* 
Godfrey. The enamoured marquis had 

now 
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fiow every opportunity of studying the 
disppsition and prin^iples of Miss Lou- 
vaine. It was sufRcient, however, for 
Jlim to loveher; that alone woald have 
endowed her with every perfectioti^ in 
the eyes of her lover. Portunately for 
his fami{y^ Miss Louvaine was worthy of 
all the tenderness she had inspired ; but 
had she been otherwise^ it would have 
been useless to oppose the wishes of the 
tnarquis ; his mother and unele tbere-» 
fore rejoiGed at the ehoiee whieh he had 
made^ and even approved of his suddeii 
resolution to marry as soon as he eame of 
age. 

Sueh a mateh was too advantageous to 
be slighted by sir Gpd^rey LouvaiBe: 
his daughter confessed her regard for 
the marquis, and every thing was eonse- 
<iuently put in preparation to eelebrate 
their nuptials on the day on whieh his 
iordship eame to his estate. The inter- 
mediate time, howev^r, was to be spent 
by Miss Louvalne ai her father% and 

^ the 
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•llie mftrquis returned to Oxford for the 
last time^ his head and his beart fit for 
any thing but Sludy. 

Lady CaroIine was mtieh pleased wirli 
her intended sister-in-law, and, as well 
as her eoiisin, looked torWard with anti- 
eipated pleasure to her marriage with 
her brother ; it wo«ld aSbrd her a va- 
Tiety of amusements, and, whieh was still 
more tobe desired, it would emaneipate 
Adolphus Beaumont and lord Edwin frora 
the restraints of a eollege, whieh now 
made them almost strangers to eaeh 
other. 

The marquis, whh all thalt impatienee 
whieh was so natural to him, eduld 
hardly brook the neeessary delay to his 
v;;shes. He eounted the weeks as they 
passed with restless inq,uietude, and al- 
most breathless with the tumult of his 
passions, he saw the morning arrive 
whieh was to set him at liberly. His 
brother and eousin, with Gourteney, bade 
adieu to Oxford at the same tlme. Lady 

voL. III. F Carorme, 
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Garoline, well knowing the disposittoh 
of her brother, had prepared herself to 
aeeompany him and Gourteney, the day 
after his arriva]^ to the habitarion of sir 
'Godfrey, in order to bring his intended 
iDride up to London, where their nnptiak 
were to be eelebrated with great magni- 
iieenee. Gourteney aeeompanied them, 
at the request of sir Godfrey, and to the 
great satisfaction of lord Mortimer and 
bis sister, the latter of whom was pre- 
vented by indisposition from fctching 
Miss Louvaine. 

Sir Godfrey received his young rriends 
*vith eviery:demonstrationof fatherly aATee- 
iion, and ordered open house to be kept 
.for a month, in the eourse of whieh time 
his daughter would beeome marehioness 
jof Wilmington. Theeeremony was tobe 
performed at lord St. Laurenee's, in St. 
James's-square, and the happy pair were 
,to set out immediately for Louvaine 
Hall, where they were to ^pend a fort- 
«light of the honeymoon. 

M 
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At breakrast the next moming arter 
lier arrival, lady Caroline inquircd if 
they had any pleasant soeiety near their 
estate ? "I should be moped to death/' 
^id she, *' were I to lead the Hfe you 
two girls have done. I like the eoirntry 
^s well as any body in summer, but I 
eannot say that I should mueh admire to 
pass my winters out of London." 

'" We have never, on the eontrary, fel^ 
si wish to see it/' replied Miss Louvaine ; 
*^ fortunately for us, the few neighboui-s 
we have are sueh as would Tender any 
plaee desirable ; one in partieular, tbe 
family at the Parsonage, we must iiHro- 
^uee to your notiee: will you walk with 
us this morning ? I am rather an^ious fo 
bespeak your Triendship for my fa- 
Tourites." 

" Ah, go along, go along, 'Mima," 
said sir Godfrey, smiling goodnaturedly 
on his happy ehild; " you are nevcr 
easy unless you are gadding to the Par- 

F 2 sonage ; 
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sonage ; I don't know what the tnar- 
quis will say to it." 

'' What shoiild he say, my dear fa- 
'ther?" replied Miss Louvaine, at the 
same time giving her lover a look oT 
modest tenderness ; " he will only tbink 
and feel asl do, when their worth is made 
lenown to him." 

" From <he hint of sir Godfrey, I sus- 
peet, Temima/' eried his laiTlship, " that 
the Parsonage family are not all fenf!alej? 
but let us go there, my love ; T shaill then 
be able to judge for myself — yottt 
friends must be mine'* 

*' Ask them to dine wrth us, '^Mima," 
said her father ; " lady Garoline may bc 
entertained by the girls, and the marquis, 
I ean assure him, will be no less grati- 
fied in the welI-informed and polished 
<:onversation of their brothers." 

They now proeeeded to the parsonage- 
ihouse, whieh was searee a mile distant 
fw>m the seat of sir Crodfrey, aeeompa- 

nied 
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nied by Gourteney, who determined to 
amuse himself wi^h tlie rustie favourites 
of Miss Louvaine, should he find thein- 
tolerably handsome. 

'' lf that is the abode of your friends/' 
eried lady Garoline, *' what a sweet 
plaee it looks !" 

They now approaehed the parsonage- 
house, wbieh was situated on a small 



lawn^ beau^ifully surrounded by trees and 
shrnbs of almost cvery deseription. The 
low projecting thateh» whieh formcd a 
poreh, was supported by pillarsr of elm,. 
round whieh the elematis hung its 
purple Aowers, and from them elimbed 
the roo^; its relativc, the sweel seented 
white elematis, the woodbine, ^essamine, 
and moss-rose, mingled their iuxurious 
branehes to deeorate the windows of the 
Parsonage: pots pf myrtle, geranium, 
orange tre^s, and a variety of other clc-- 
gant Aowers^ were tastefully disposed ia 
stands under tbe areade, and bodes of 
mignionettewere placed*n the windows 
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of this eharming residenee. Pbrding: 
glass doors opened into a small marble 
hall, on eaeh side of whieh were the sit- 
ting-rooms ; in one of these part of tKe 
family were assemBled. 

Mrs. WoodviHe, one of her daughters, 
and her eldest son, the young elergy- 
nian of the parish, received the noble 
visitors of Mrss Louvaine, with an ease 
and eleganee of manners whieh pro- 
elaimed them to be well edueated and 
weH bred. After the first salutations 
were over, Miss Louvaine eagerly in- 
qirired after the remainder of the family. 

" Ellen/' replied Mrs, WoodviHe, *^ s 
sittrng to Theodore for her pieture ; he 
]eaves us, you know, in ten days, to jioin 
his regiment. — Fanny, tell yoursister she 
is wanted." 

" But do not say who is here/* said 
Miss Louvaine ; ''I wish tosurprise her/' 
Then turning to the marquis,she whisper- 
ed in his ear — " Prepare yourself, my 
lord, to see one of the sweetest girls in 

the 
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the world ; Fanny is very pretty, but her 
sister — oh, here she eomes." 

The door now opened, and ElleH' 
Woodville, with the graeerul- lightness of 
a nymph, sprang forward to receive the 
orders of her mothrer. She stopped, 
blushed deeply, but soon rccovered her* 
self, and hastened to the extended hand 
of Miss Louvaine, who exultingly ledr 
her towards the marquis and lady Ca- 
roline. 

So fair a form had never met their 
eyes ; she appeared a ereature on whonrr 
Nature had ]avished every eharm^ ta 
shew to what perfectibn female Ioveli- 
Bess might arrive. Her slender form, 
light and graceful in all its movements; 
her face divinely fair,. tinged with the 
beautiful hue of the apple-blossom;. so 
pure was her skin, that it seemed as if 
ihe sun's warm rays, or the rough winds 
of winter, had never touehed it ; hee 
]uxuriant glossy hair, of a pale yellow 
eolour;^ sported round her dimpled 

T ^ *• eheeks 
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eheeks^ and waved in sHke^ ringliet9< 
over her polfshed Torehead^ shading her 
azure eyes^ whreh^ like ihe diamond, 
beamed in tbeir own lrquid lustre^ as if 
their brillianey had never been suUied 
by a tear. The Iovely soiile, the ruby 
lip^ the ivory teelh, the froKc mien^ as if 
a stranger 'to a sigh, but formed alone 
for bliss, were all dwelt on by the guests 
of sir Godfrey, who, magic-bound> eould 
searee repress exclamations of rapturous 
surprise at the unes^peeted sight of s(v 
captivating a girl. 

The marquis and Gourteney eould see 

onry Eiien, buliaeiy Caroiine, on ineen*. 
tranee' of Theodore Woodville, Tound 
fresh eause to^ive eredit to the friendry 
partiality of Miss Louvaine, He appear^ 
ed to be about two-and-twenty ; like his. 
brother and Fanny WoodvilIe, his eom- 
pIexion was a elear brown ;, the vivid 
eolour of the damask rose dushed bis 
eheek, unrivaHed save by his lips^ iagL^, 
jet blaek eyes, like the lightning's Aaali, 

were 
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were too powerful to gaze on, tiU soften- 
ed by the drooping lid ; his smile, like 
that of Ellen, was magieally sweet, and 
his voice itiusieally persuasive; wit and 
eloquence; truth and honour, dwelt on 
his tongue ; he seemed the worshipped 
idol of his family, and of Ellen in parti- 
eular, whrle his eyes rested bn her^ with 
an expression of rapturous tenderness, 
that spoke the seeret* pride his heart 
nourished in being related to so perfe^t 
a ereature, 

'^ We]l> my lord,'* said the inquisitive 
Gourtieney, when they were alone, 
'.' what think you c>f the family at the 
Parsonage?" 

" Think !" exclairned the marquis, 
'M searee saw any but that exqQisite 
litlle'ereature, whose blue, laughing eyes^ 
and hoard of eountless eharms, rivetted 
all my attention tp hei^e]f ; by HeavensJ 
ppurt^ney, s^e exceeds 9II that I have 
^et sq,eij.j9^-t|ie^J(ipisl^edmodels of seulp- 
IX ♦« '^ ture 
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ture or of painting ! — she is loveliness 
itseir." 

Gourteney smiled — '* I confess^ my 
dear lord, that I did not suppose so per- 
fect a being existed ; the Almighty has 
made her person beautifuHy attractive— 
may her mind be equally pure ! she 
would be a dangerous object for the sus^ 
eeptible lord Edwin to behold/' 

'' Do you think / am less sensible than 
he is of sueh beauty ?" inquired the mar- 
quis with quickness. 

" Gertainly not less sensible/* repTied 
Leopold ; "but the danger eannot be so 
great where the dffections are already 
engaged." 

The marquis made no reply, but joined 
his intended bride in the ilining-parlour, 
where he again beheld the fascinating 
Ellen and her amiable family. 

Gourteney's first step was to ingratiate ' 
himselfwith her mother/ and to seeure 
ttie good opinion of her brothers ; his 

next 
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next he purposed should be io gain the 
eonAdenee and aATeetion of'the young 
beauty herseir, Never before had he 
found himse1f so irresistibly drawh to- 
wards any of her sex : all that he Kad 
hitherto felt, eompared'to that whieh ker 
presenee and her smile excited« was 
searee to* be denominated passion ; and" 
he resolved to make every saeriAee, andf* 
to run every risk> to possess the matoh- 
less person of Ellen- WoodviUe. Hisr 
penetration easily discovered -that he 
had not now to take captive a mind and' 
heart of the eommon stamp; yet hts 
vanity led him to believe that be only 
wanted time and opportunity to gain 
over both-of these to his interest, as rea- 
dily as he had been aeeustomed to d<y 
with others of a humbler nature. The 
gravity and studied sineerity of bis man- 
ners, the piety of his diseourse, whielr 
seemed to spring from the natural good* 
ness of his soul, eharmed Mps..W6od- 
^iUe.and her eldest son ; they= esteemed 

F 6 themselve& 
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themselyes fortuxiate in being iiitrodu- 
eed to 8o e^emplary a cbar»cter> and 
hoped that their acquaintance-wpuld not 
end witb his visit to sir GodPrey. 

MisB IiOUYs^ine and her sister vrere 
mueh attaehed to Fanny and .Ellea 
Woodyille ; they had known them 
nearly two years^ and seldom a day 
elapsed without their seeing some of the 
family at tbe Parsonage. Sir Godfrey 
was equally^ pleased with the acquain- 
tanee, had a great regard for the youAg 
eurate and his brother^ and thought that 
sueh p woman was seldom to be met 
with as theirmother; so highly did he 
esteem her^ that had he been less ad- 
vanced in years, he would eertaiuly have 
made her an oATer of his hand ; but, at 
his time of life, he thought it more de^ 
eorous to eherish her as a friend,-than to 
subject himself to the ridieule of spme 
pf his relations, who were not partieu- 
larHg^ addieted to the fault of being terme4 
over-good-natured, Fanny and b^r twin 

sister 
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sister he Ioved as well as his own daiigh- 
ters, apd felt as mueh interested in their 
welfare and future establishment in life ; 
be was therefore not a little gratified at 
hearing Miss Louvaine express a wish to 
have Ellen aeeompany her to London, 
where he naturally eonduded she would 
only need be seen to be admired, and< 
seeure by her beauty a heart worthy her 
aeeeptanee. 

Lady Garoline, who already loved' EI- 
len almost as mueh as darissa Beaumont, 
seeonded the entreaties of MissLouvaine, 
and begged Mrs. Woodville to spare her 
daughter to them, for the Tortnight they 
were to stay in London, The marquis 
eagerly joined in their request ; and the. 
seruples of Mrs. Woodville were at 
length sileneed, by the united persiia- 
sions of sir Godfrey and his family. All 
rejoiced at the prospeet of pleasure whieh 
now otTered itself to Ellen, all except 
Theodore, ^" 

'' Ah, " jny dear mother/' said the 

young 
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young hero, '' wlll it not be dangerous 
to trust sueh a rorm and face as Eilen's 
in the midst of every temptation whieh 
the luxury of the metrbpolis aflfbrds, 
without your proteetihg arms to shield 
her from its baneful inffuence?"^ 

'' Ybu forget, my TReodore/* replied' 
Mrs. WoodvilIe, " that our Ellen's mind' 
is as beautiful as her person : the eduea"^ 
tion she has received, the virtuous prih* 
eiples I have ihstilled into herheart^ her 
own natural purity of ideas, and abhor-* 
renee of every thing Hke vice, will suffi-^ 
eiently guard her against falling into 
erron That worthv man Mr. Courte- 
ney has also promised to watchover my 
sweet girl durrng her residenee in Lon- 
don, and to make her acquaihted with 
the eharaeters of those with^whom she 
will assoeiate.'* 

Theodore too highly venerated' the 
opk|pns of his mother to dispute their^ 
au^rity or jttstness ; yet he ||everthe- 
^less disliked his beloY^d Ellen'a quifting 
% ber-/ 
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her home for the gay and dissipated 
seenes of town, unless under tfae watchful' 
eare of her mother. UnwilUng, however, 
to daihp the bTissful spirits of iiis sister> 
he eoneealed his repugnanee tx> the jour* 
ney, only reqtiestirig. her to write eon- 
stantly. 

" Dearest Theodore/' said Elten-, throw- 
ing her white arms round his neek, "I 
regret but one thing in this visit^ — I shall 
lose three days of yowr eompany, for 
whieh no soeiety or amusement wiil be 
able io 'Aiake amends/' 

''She Aatters you, Theodore/* eried 
Panny, arehly; ''should she ehahee to 
meet with the young stranger whom she 
saw at the inn, two summers baek, and 
be mueh in his eompany, she will/orget 
to wish for that of her brother/* 

'' Nay, Pknny,*' said Ellen, blushing, 
'' it was his st+iking likene^ <o Theodore 
that'arttraeted my notiee, and has mKle 
me spealt.of him sb often/' ~. ^ 

Theodore pre&sed her to his bosom^ 
'iiii " Beloved 
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'' Belpved EUen, you will leave us to- 
iporrow for the f]rs( time : do not allow 
ypurseir^ my^ sister> to b? Cfiptivdted with 
the liiKur^ ^nd m^gni^oi^nee whieh will 
swrround ypu^ lest thissimple habitation 
should^ oi) your return to it> eease to 
please you as it now does: above allj 
my Ellen, guard well ypur b^art; receive 
the willing hpipage whieh wili> be paid 
to youroharips as ineens^ whieh^ is due 
to them^ but suffer not y/Our ju4gment 
to be guided by the Aattery yptf will 
eall forth; I would not have,4,ny^ df;ar 
sister toQ easily deeide on the chpice.of 
bim who must e}ther be the.blessiog or 
the eurse of her future Iife." 

*' Fear not, nfiy brother/*^ replred the^ 
embarassfd Ellen ; '' roy iieart will npf 
very readily ma}ce its eleetiop* Ypi|j 
Know I h^Y^: always sai4 that I eouldi 
fiever loye^pRl^s. ^he pl?jftGt were l^ke- 
fmm^\^l W4 it,,i§ i^pj .prpb9j3jfw.t|tatj, 
dJBg my short«f?y ia t^nd^^^^hpnie}! 

.',. . • Herr 
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Her brother aATeetionately kissed her 
dimpledeheek. 

'' I also, my dearest sister^ fecl eon- 
vinced thatr ean never love any woman 
that does not resemble my Ellen in per* 
son and mind. Wedded, bowever^ to my 
profession^ g)ory sball be the mistress or 
my heart. D^spairing ever to find your 
eounterpart, I shall give up all hopes oF 
marrying^. and look forward to beeom^ 
ing a grey-headed benediet, from inelw 
nation^ rather than- nee^ssity : but what 
says my Fanny ?*— have you ^fesolved> 
Jike EUen, ta lead. a life of eelil^ey^ un*- 
less you- eaa find an object to answer 
your imaginary expectations.?'' 

*' No, indeed," said the twin sister o£ 
Eilen ; '' I have made no sueh resolution ; 
my dear mother has spoken in suoh hap- 
py terms of the pleasures she enjoyed 
during the lifetime of our lamented 
fether, and depieted, in sueh glow^ 
ing eolours, the felicity of an i^pgn 
sueh as.thieirs^ that Leannot help thinkiner 

a siiigle 
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a single woman must be an object of 
pity rather than Gf envy : at present, 
however, I am too young and too \yell 
eontented wi'th my situation to wish it 
ehanged/* 

" Here eomes the marqtiis and his* 
intended bride/' eried Theodore, wht> 
perceived them from one of tbe wimlows 
ofthe. roomin whieh they weresitting, 
** and James, with Dora Louvaine. I am 
mistaieen* if they are not pcrfcctly i'a- 
agreement with Panny's opinion of ma- 
t-rrmon^.-' 

The approaeh of thevisitorsputan etkt 
tio^ their canversaticMi : they came~ to 
fetch Mrs. Woodville and her family to. 
spend the day at sir (jodfrey's. Ellen 
\V8S to sleep at the Hall, as the marquis~ 
purpoii'ed setting ofrvcry early the next 
morning, tbat be might arrivein town by 
the dinner-hour of lord St. Laurenee. 

Gourteney, who, in the spaee of a 
wedll: hiid contrived to gain the confi- 
denee of Mrs. Woodvine and the atten- 

' tiom 
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fion and respeet of Ellen, rejoiccd at 
their departure. He lotiged to see what 
eATeet the gaieties of London would have 
on the youthful mind of EHen : he 
would have dreaded the inAuenee of 
sueh exquisite Iove}iness on the gentle 
and tender heart .of lord Edwin, had he 
not fortunateIy reeolleeted that hiswhole 
soul seemed to be absorbed by the re- 
niembranee of a eireumstanee whieh took 
pTaee during one of the vacatiorfs. 

The marquis^ with Gourteney, lord 
Edwin^ and some Oxonians> went on a 
rambling excursion of pieasure> some 
miles distant from London. hi the 
eourse of the day, he ehaneed to see a 
young lady, whose beauty had beei> 
the eonstant theme of his private eon- 
yersations; he dwelt on it with rapture, 
and dedared to his brother and Gourte- 
ney that he should never be happy Un- 
Jess he eould find out the bewitehing 
girl^ whose image had thus remained'4n- 
delibly impressed on hismemory. Both 

the 
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riie marqui8 and his tutor only laughed' 
at his earnestness^ and treated bis ardent' 
longings with ridieule ; yet now Gourte- 
ney remembered them with' satisraetion^ 
sinee itaiTorded him tbehopethat Ellen». 
all beautiPul as she was> would neverthe- 
less not have power to eelipse the idot- 
of his warm imagination. 

Lady Garoline was so pleased with the 
family at the Parsonage> that she did not 
onee find oeeasip^ to exert hertalent for 
ridieule ; she embraeed Fanivy 'Wobd- 
ville and. her mother^ and promised to 
aeeompany the new-rmarried pair baek. 
w sir Godrrey's, merely that She m«ighl 
bave the gratificatipn of se^ing them 
again. Her good-nature and atTability. 
were Baueh Gommended by Mrs, Wbod- 
ville, who rather rejoiced than otherwise^ 
:faat Ellen had gained so highly advan« 
tageousan acquaintance. She now quit- 
ttd her loyely ehild for the iirst time^ 
sinee her birth, yet the momentary seU 
fishness wbieh gave her uneasines3 at^ 

partin^i^- 
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^rting was soon over, as she eonsidered 

^he rirtues of Ellen, and the shortness of 

Tier stay: Theddore, however, had no 

«ueh eonsblatioti as the latter ideaaATord- 

^d ; hc Avas, in three days, going to join 

his regiment, and months might elapse 

before he should again behold the sister 

he adored. He embraeed her tenderly, 

and repeated his desire that she should 

"write to him eonstantly ; then, with an 

unquiet miud, returned with his Tamily 

to the Pat^onage. 

It may tiot now be amiss to give a 
short sketeh oT the WoodviHes, who 
were thusintrodueed to the friendship of 
the'marquTS of Wilmington andhissister. 
Mrs. Woodvillc was the daughter of a 
eountry gentleman, of good fortune, 
Who spared no cxpencc to render the 
edueation of this his only ehild as ae^ 
eomplished as possible. She married 
very early to an amiable man, whose 
profession soon separated her from the 
home of her infancy ; yet his undevia- 

ting 
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rank lo Iife was inferior to hers^he yist 
seeretly resolyed not to thwart the affec- 
tions of Dora, should the eurate, who 
^trongly resembled his mather, feel reei* 
proeal tenderness for his ehild. This 
generous determination in their fayout 
was, howevei*, unknown to the young 
^eople ; yet Dora nourished hope, from 
the liberaiity of her fatber's mind, and 
from his evident attaehment to ber lover 
aind his family. She quitted him now 
for the seeond time sinee they had been 
known to eaeh other, to attend the nup^ 
tials of her sister> whose sp1et>did esta* 
blishroeiTt she viewed with indiHerenee, 
ali her wishes b^ing eonlined to a far 
narrower sphere, all her desires being 
eentered within the walls of the Par-* 
sonage. 
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<:hap. IV. 

toRD Edwin was from horrre when Im 
brother and the bridal-party arrived, and 
wasnotexpected for several days; Clar:ssa 
Beaumont was however waiting at lord 
Sr. Laorenee's to receive them. lillen 
met with a most Aattering reeeption 
Trom all the family, f>rom lord Mortimer 
in partieular, who takhig her hand, kissed 
it with great gallantry, and led her to a 
seat next his own. 

When the fair traveHers had retired to 
4:lrcss for dinner, lord Morlimer ealled 
Gourteney aside, and inquired eoneern- 
ing the family of Miss \VoodvilIe. After 
he had received all the information he 
wished, he expvessed his admiration of 
her person, and hoped his nieee would 
cultivate the acquaintance of so interest- 
ing an object. Gourteney was guarded 

voL. III. G in 
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in liis replies; the warmth of his owb 
feelingsrendered sueh preeaution neees- 
sary ; he therefore observed, that Miss 
Woodville was eertainly very beautiful, 
but that time alone eould disc6ver vrhe- 
ther she was worthy to beeome th^ friend 
of ladv Garoline. 

As Ellen had never before visited 
London, jhey all proposed to go, the 
rjext evening, to the theatre, where Mrs* 
Siddons was to perform one of her best 
eharaeters ; the night after that, to the 
opera; and, in short, to shew her ei'ery 
amusement that was deserving her atten- 
tion ; the mornings were to be devoted 
tb shopping and oeeasional visits, and tbe 
evenings to fresh seenes of pleasure. 

The marehiotiess had issued six hun- 
dred eards for a ball and supper, prepa* 
ratory to the nuptials of her son; and 
Ellen, who eould form no idea of the 
frralification to bc derived from so larore 
an assembly, longed to be an eye-witness 
of what seemed to RU the minds of her 

new 
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Mw frlends^ lady Garoline and Miss 
Beaumont^ with delight. Miss Louvaine 
bad insisted on making her a present of 
a dr^ssy as bride's-maid ; it was ordered 
to be the same as Dora% and that^ she 
knew, would be extremely rieh : un- 
willing, however, to oiTend a friend she 
ibndly loved, Ellen eonsented to aeeept 
the bridal girt. 

" You must not refuse tQ rcceive one 
from me likewise," said Dora, '^ or I 
shall think, Ellen, that you love me less 
than you do Jemima/' She then put 
into her hand a set of fine pearl orna- 
Dients, whieh she had bought expressly 
for lier favourite; among them was a 
loeket, wbieh eontained the hair of Miss 
LouvaiDe and her sisten Ellen's eyes 
sparkled with Bnexpected pleasure ; she 
pressed the trinket to her lips with all 
the enthusiasm of genuine aATeetion. 

*' This little ornaraent/' she eried, 
'^ jtnade aaered by irs eontents, is more 

«^ ▼aluable. 
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Yaluable, my dear friends^ to me than its 
eostly aeeompaniments/' 

■'' What shall I do, Ellen/' said lady 
Garoline, "to makeyou love me as weH 
as you do the Louvaines? darisSa is 
hair jcalous of my regard for you ; she 
^would be wholly so, but that you have 
contrived, somehow or other, to win her 
heart as well as mine. Take eare» Ellen, 
ithat you do not exert this witehery over 
that of our absent Edwin. My «nele, 
•my father, and the . pious, devout ri- 
deroani tutor of my brothers, all appear 
eharmed' with you ; nay, I have even 
e^ught the eyes of the marquis wander- 
ing from the person of his inamorato. 
Don*t blush, Elleii ; there are no beaux 
ppesent to witness how mueh your beauty 
is heightened by your confusion/' 

" Your iadyship has learnt to -Aatter 
from your brothers, I suppose,*' replied 
Ellen, '* orTrora some of your own nu- 
merous admirers; what they with justice 

assert 
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assert of your ladyship will not bear to 
Be applied to any other remale/' 

Lady Garoline was ineHned to vanify, 
and therefore received this eompliment 
from Ellen with a smile of approbation; 
while Miss Woodville, with every supe- 
rior personal attraetion, thought less of 
herself than many girls who eould not 
boast a quarter of her beauty. Aeeus- 
tomed to be treated by her own family with 
e¥ery endearing tenderness^ the kindness 
^he now met with from all the marquis*s 
relations did not appear new to her ; 
what most she. valued was the Aattering 
attentions oriord Mortimer ; his advBn<» 
eed age, hisknowledge pf human nature, 
and his ever-instructive conver8ation, 
made Ellen listen to him with pleasure^ 
and feel Aattered by the distinetion with 
whieb he treated her. He was also grati- 
fied by this enviable preferenct from one 
so young, so lovely, and so worthy of 
being beloved. 

Lord Edwin had now lengthened bis 

^^ stay 
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sfay several days longer than his ^istet 
expected. The morning of the ball ar- 
,rived^ and they began to fear lest he 
should have forgotten it altogether. 
Ellen felt a little desirous to behold the 
brother of lady Garoline ; she wanted fo 
know if he resembled his sister or the 
marquis^ and she eould not help wishing 
that he might arrive in time for the 
danee. 

Lady Garoline had expressed a desire 
that she should learn a new duet^ whieh 
was just sent her; and Ellen^ after break- 
fast^ retired to the musio-room for that 
purpose. In the midst of her praetising^ 
lord Edwin arrived : his sister hastened 
'to meet him^ to ehide bim for his ab-^ 
senee^ and to eonduet him x6 see her 
tiew favourite. The marehioness, how» 
ever, ealled her daughter, who was in 
conseqi]ence eompelled to quit her bro- 
ther, and he proeeeded alone to the ma- 
sie-room, thinking to find there.either 
Miss Louvaine or darissa Beaumont. 

Opening 
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Opening the door suddenly, he earae 
forward to meet, as.he thought, the des- 
tined bride of the marquis. Ellen stop» 
ped^ turned her head; and beheld the 
stranger whose likeness to Theodorehad 
so strongly interested her in his favour. 
Both eoloured deeply, from surprise and 
pleasure. Lord Edwin sprang toward^ 
her, and taking her hand, exclaimed-— 
'* Good Heavens ! am I at length so blest 
as onee more ta behold the object of ray 
unweai'ied solkitude? I know not by 
what name to address you^ lovely erea- 
ture, or by what fortunate eireumstanee' 
r thus unexpectedly find you at my mo* 
tiier's ; but sutTer me at least totell yoa^ 
that your image has been ever present 
to my mind sinee I saw you at the inn; 
and that I eonsider this, our seeond meet* 
ing, as one pf the happiest n^oments of 
my existencei" He ventured to earry 
her little soft band to his lip^, when lady 
Garoliae eame running into the apart- 
ment. 

G 4 - Help 
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" Help me, dear Miss WoodvilIe/' 
said her ladyship, " to seold Edwin ibr 
staying away from us so long. Where 
18 Adolphiis ? — we have been hi terrible 
ivant of yo» botb sinee we eame to 
town/' 

'^ I left Beaumont at- hrs mother's^" re- 
plied her brother, '^ but you may e^*- 
peet hifl> shortly. Do not 9coId me, 
dear Garoline ; I am already too severely 
punished for my fault, in the eonseious* 
ness of the loss I have sustained by not 
being here to receive you/' 

Lady £)aroline kissed his eheek aiTee* 
tionately— " Well, well, I will not seold 
you this onee, but, on the eontrary, tell 
you that I am very happy you are eome 
in time for the bali ; darissa wouleThaYe 
had no pleasure all the evening had you 
not been here/' 

The eolour on lord Edwin's eheek 
grew deeper; he sat down confusedIy to 
the piano, and ran his tingers rapidly 
over the kevs. 

^' £dwinj 
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'' Edwin, I want you to learn this duet 
with Miss WoodvilIe ; your voices will 
sound roost eharmingly together; CIa- 
rissa sings scientifically^ but she wants the 
silvery sweetness whieh Ellen possesses : 
eome^ my dear girl^ let me hear if you 
know it perreetly.*' 

Ellen had not yet recovered from ber 
surprise^ on discovering that the stranger 
was brother io lady Garoline Wilming- 
ton ; her heart still iluttered, and the 
* delieate pink on her eheek was d^epened 
by the.eireumstanee; but she nevertheless 
sat down to the instrument^ and in- 

ereased the admiratlon of lord Edwin by 

• 

the taste she displayed, and the rieh har- 
mo»y of her voice. Most joyfully did 
she eseape from their praise, on the en- 
tranee of Gourteney, who eame to seek 
his pupil. Lady Caroline soon follo\ved 
her, and lord Edwin nearly annihilated 
bis tutor, by the unweleome informatioa 
that Ellen was the ]ovely maid whose 
b^auly he had vainly endeavoiired to 

®" ^ ' forget. 
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forget. The transport of lord Edwln 
alone prevented him froni notieing the 
cadaverous hue whieh overspread the 
featurcs of Gowrteney on r4iceiving this 
unweleome intelHgenee ; the latter ac- 
tually trembled in every limb^ and so 
excessive was his agitation^ that he found 
himself eompelled to qu]t abruptly bis 
enamoured pupiL 

In his own ehamber he nevertheless 

soon acquired the dominion over his 

feelings — '' Why am I thus agitated ?*' 

said he ; ^' ean the imprudent passion of 

this Iove-sick boy give me a moment's. 

eoneern ? — have I not sueeeeded before 

tiDW in separating two beitlgs who 

]dolized eaeh other, and who were'evea 

. bound together by the strong tie of mar- 

riage ? Ellen may not return Ihe affec« 

tion of lord Edwin — or if she does^ 

what then ? Why, her ruin will be more 

certain> more sure : let me but.onee get 

her within my power, and she is mine 

beyond tbe possibility of being reseued 
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hy mortal aid. Should she, howcver^ 
dare aspire to beeome the wife of lord 
Edwin^ my artifice& shall lure her to in- 
evitable destruetion ; my seem'ing pity, 
my ^riendship^my private eounsels^ shali 
hasten ber fate. Oh, Ellen ! what power- 
ful attraetion lurks within the eireie of 
thy snowy arms, that /, who tiU now 
deemed woman.a ereature merely ealeu- 
lated to beguile away an idle 'hour^ 
should be forced to own that no saeri- 
fice would be ioo great to seeure, for 
ever, the presenee of sueh a being as 
thyself?" 

C.aurteney was in his three-and-for- 
lieth year ; he had seen more of women 
than most tnen af his.age, yet never be- 
fore had he laoed one like Ellen. With 
her, he even imagined that the yoke of 
matrimony, whieh to him was an anti- 
dote to love, wouldbenot only bearable^ 
but a thing to be.eonsidered as a bless^ 
ing, sinee it would enable him to live 
for ever in.the presenee of the beaulifuli 

0.6 . tha 
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Ihe aeeomplished Ellen Woodville. He 
was, however, ignorant of the fate of liis 
negleeted wiPe; she might have survived 
his desertion ; he would therefore, while 
he was in town, make some inquiries 
eoneerning her : should she have fallen 
a martyr to his eruelty, he would then 
be free to ofrer himself to Eilen.. Her 
niother highly respeeted him, all her fa- 
mily esteemed him, she herself paid 
great deference to his opinions, and 
speke of his writings in terms of praise 
truly Aattering to his vanity. 

As he h^d written several sermons, 
some of whieh had been preaehed by 
lord Mortimer^s ehaplain, he artfully eon* 
trived to shew them to James Woodville, 
who begged permission 1o read them to 
his mother* This was preeisely whal 
Gourteney wanted, and upon his next 
interview with Mrs. Woodville, he dis- 
coviered that they Kad had the desired 
effect — that of raising him still highertn 
her estimation. From this eireumstanee 

be 
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he did hot allow himseir to suppose biit 
that she would willingly aeeept o( hitn 
as a husband for Ellen ; nay, his passion 
beeame at length so ardent^ that he re- 
solved to hazard the discovery oP his Arst 
marriage, should his wiTe be still Iiving, 
roarry Eilen^ and reside with her wholly 
in the eountry, He nevertheless deter- 
mined toeoneeal, for a time^ his inten-^ 
tions as well as his attaehment, as ehanee 
might bring about some eireumstanee 
favoarable to his wishes. 

Ellen^ uneonseloiis of being the sub- 
ject of his prineipal meditations^ eould 
think of nothing else but the singularity 
of her not only meeting with the stranger 
for whom she had felt so interested^ but 
Ihat he should also be the brother of 
lady Garoline, who had professed so 
mueh regard for her. Always neat and 
«legant in her person, she now wished to 
be still more so, and even dressed herself 
for the danee with studied carefulness. 
The Miss L'ouvaines were auired tbe same 

as 
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as herself; both were remarkaWy weir 
roadei and Yery pretty girls, but EHen 
eompletel^ eelipsed them. She wore a 
robeoT pale pinksilk, tasterully trimmed 
with rieh white laee, whieh weiit twieo 
round the bottom of the dress^ and' 
formed robings down eaeh idde of the 
ffont : her sleeves were made shorter 
than her ddieaey eould toleratey she 
tberefore added an addrtional row o^ ]ace 
to make up for their defic!ency ; her 
beautirul yellow hair was dresBed in the 
Greek ^ashion^ and,confined by goldeii 
eombs, ^ornamented wiih large pearb^ 
on her bosom she wore the loeket wbiek 
€ontained:ihe treasured hairo^ the Miss 

Louvaines>suspendedfroma»chchain^th6' 
gift of l>ora ; herwhite and» grdcefal 

arms were likewise deeerated.witbpeaHs» 
nnd round herslenderwaist was elasped a 
girdie, to nidteh the rest af her.orna^^ 
ments. 

Ellen, for the first time,- fek a seer^t 
gratification at hearing her ^)ersork ex- 

toUed 
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tolled by her friends^ and lady CaroIine« 
who eame to see if she was ready to go 
down to thedrawing-room. 

J' Dearest EUen/' eried Miss Louvaine« 
" you must, to oblige Dora and-myself, 
put on this wreath of wild roses; we 
shall then all three be exactly aKke/' 

Ellen took the wreath, aild plaeed it 
amidst the luxuriantringletsof hersilken 
hair. 

« 

" There, now you are quite enehant* 
ing!" eselaimed lady Garoline. ** Well, 
positiveIy I must be very good-tiatured 
to tolerate so handsome a girl as you 
are. Do^ pray, Ellen^ get married as fast as 
y ou ean, that we single women may enjoy 
ourbeauK in peaee and quiet, without the 
fear of being eompelled to yield them 
to your superior eharms. I wish I was 
a man, Ellen, for to-night only ; how I 
should delight in the envy I should 
excite by having you for a partnerl 
Come, let us run down, and hear what 
papa and mama say to our .litile rustie. 

VeriWs 
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Yerily, verily^ I should not be surpri^ed 
if the power of your beauty did not 
niove the pious Gourteney to worship 
tbe flesh instead of the spirit.'' 

Ellen smiled, and the Louvatnes laugh- 
ed. Lady Garoline eaught the hand of 
her new favourite — ^' Let me have the 
supreme felicity, Miss* Woodyille/' said^ 
she, mimieking the grave manner of Leo- 
pold^ ^^to eonduet you to the marehio- 
ness and the earl of St. Laurenee." 

In the drawing-roam they foiind the 
family» assembled. Lord Edwin gazed 
with tenderness on the object of uni- 
yersal admiration ; the delieate fairness 
of her complexion^ the sweet gkiw on 
her eheeki heightened by the desire of 
appearing amiable in the sight of lord 
Edwin, the sparkling lustre of her bright | 
bfue eyes, and the matehless symmetry 
of her round, yet slender ftgure^ made 
her appear the most finished^of God's 
ereatures. 

Tbe marquis was talking to Miss Lou« 

vaine 
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Taine about their nuptials^ yet he epuld 
not forbear^ every now and then, easting 
a glanee towards her beautiful friend ; 
while lord Mortimer, taking her hand, 
pressed it kindly, and plaeingher by his 
side on a eoueh, said — '* l foresee^ dear 
Miss WoodvilIe,. that many YfHl have 
eause to eomplain of this night's amuse- 
ment, sinee tbe loss of liberty is the loss 
of man's proudest prerogative ; one 
look, one little smile of yours, will make 
many captives. — Garoline/' said his lord- 
ship, turning towards his sister, ^' who 
&bail we seleet as a partner fot this dan.- 
gerous little beauty ? — suppose Gourte- 
ney is the first to excite the envy of all 
ou^young men ?" 

*' Dear unele,'* eried lady CaroIine^ 
who was advanciDg with Glarissa Beau* 
mont, '^what! would you mateh fifteen la 
farty ? — My poor Ellen, sooner than you 
should undergo sueh mortiSeaiion, and 
do penanee before you hav€ eommitted 

any 
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any erime, I will resign my partner td 
yoii for the two first danee^.'' 

" May r yenture'to soneit'the honour 
op your hand far the next ?" iTiq«ired 
lord Edwin^ tiinitlly. 

Ellen feh that she bUished. 

" Yes, yes/*^ said his sister, **" I wiH' 
promise for Miss Woodvilte ; Edwin, ydu 
shall sueeeed Adolphus ; go and fetch 
him hither.'" 

Young Beaimront was not long in 
obeyihg the summons of lady Carol1ne: 
he had seen and ]nquired of his friend> 
Ibrd Edwin, the name of the beautiful 
girl who sat next lord Mortimer, and 
longed to be ihtpodueed* to her. 

" Adolphus/' exclaimed lady Ctko^ 
Tine, presentihg hira with the hand' of 
Ellen, " will you ever dare dispute my 
good-nature, after having voIuntariIy 
seeured for yoii.the enviable distinetioii 
of being the flrst to danee wilh Miss 
Woodville ?• You were engaged tO: me^ 

but 
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but never mind that; I will danee ^ith 
you the next danees ; Ellen was in Want 
of a partner, and I resoIved that^ you 
should be made the bappy mait/* 

Beaumont's eyes sparkled with grate- 
ful exu]tation ; he- kissed the hand of 
lady dtroline, and thanked her fof the 
honour she h^ done bim. The eom- 
pany now began to assemble rapidly^ 
and the magnificent suit of apartments 
were soon fiUed* The erowd, the lights^ 
the- deeoratkms, aU were new to. Ellen. 
The musie soon invited tbe yomiger 
part of the eoropany to the ball-room) 
and Beaumont joyfully eame to eonduet 
her to the enlivening seene, seererly 
blessing his good foftune, and thekind- 
ness &f lady Garoline^ whieh had given 
him the hand of se sweet a being. 

EUen felt timid as she joined the gaz« 
ing group ;^ all eyes were fixed on her, 
those of the men with admiration^ those 
^ the women prineipaUy with envy : 

Dora 
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Dara Lou^aine stood next her, and sa\ir 
her embarrassment. 

'* Do not be afr^id, dearest Ellen," 
whispered her kind friend ; " few, if any, 
ihat are present will danee with your 
graceful easer you know how often. 
lames has praised your perforniance, 
and he is an exce1ient judge/' 

Ellen also remembered that Theodbre 
had been delighted by herdaneing^ and 
this alone eneouraged her.' Dora was 
right ; few indeed eould vie with Ellen 
in this graceful aeeomplishment. The 
g.eneraltty of)the yoiuig.. women. .of raok 
moved in so sIovenly and eareless a man- 
ner^ that EHen at first imagined them to 
be greatly fatigued, until Adolphus^ 
Beaumont informed her that it was the 
fashiQn. She smiled at the absurdity of 
being guided- in the movenoent of.tfae 
limbs by any thing so ridieulous^ and 
fejt too exh]Iarated herself to eopy from- 
any of the languid :performers that were 

presentk^ 
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"present. Exercise, and the powerfiil 
eharm of a fine band of musie, inereased 
the native beauty of Ellen ; she smiled 
so bewilehingly^ and looked so perfectly 
happy, that her partn^r resigned her with 
regrer, even for lady Garoline, who was 
too mueh the woman of fashion to betray 
the seeret pleasure she always expe- 
^rieneed in so lively an amusement. 

Lord Edwin eould hardly restrain his 
impatienee until the oonelusion of the 
danee, whieh gave him liberty to speak 
to the object of his fixed a^tention. CIa< 
rissa thought him ^ery dull, and went to 
his sister to- eomplain of him, while hc 
'hastened to the spot whieh eontained 
Ellen, who was seated between the Miss 
Louvaines. The marquis was standing 
opposite them, and there were some 
present who were ill^natured enough to 
say that his eyes were more frequently 
turned towards EUen than on his intend- 
ed bride: be that as it may, he eertainly 
thought her by far the most loyely girl 

in 
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in the rgom ; and had he not been so faf 
engaged to Miss Louvaine, there is littl^ 

■ 

doubt but that Ellen would have been, 
had she pleased; marehioness of Wil* 
mington. Ellen, howeyer, was uneon- 
seious of his prepossession in her favoiir; 
she gave her hand willingly to his bro- 
ther; she replied to his inquiries eon- 
eerning her family with even more than 
her usual sweetness, for she longed to 
know if lord Edwin's mind^ as well as his 
person, resembled her beIoved Theo- 
dore's. 

The younger brother of lady Garoline 
eould but ill eoneeal his sentiments; his 
blaek eyes languisl)ed with tenderness 
whenever they eneountered those of 
Ellen ; his voice trembled, his eheek 
Aushed, and every movement betrayed 
how madly he doted on the new fa- 
vourite of his sister. Ellen listened to 
him with pleasure; she thought it was 
her brother that was present; the jet 
blaek eyes of Theodore possessed more 

fire 
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fire tban those of lord Edwin; but when 
speaking to her, they expressed the 
most tender aATeetion, the most melting 
soTtness ; he was the object of her 
fondest love, of her eonstant solieitude ; 
was it to be wondered then that she felt 
her bosom throb at the sound of a voice 
whieh resembled his^ at the glanee of an 
eye whieh so strongly reminded her of 
Theodore's uniform kindness ? 

Lord Edwin soon learnt from his 
sister of his likeness to the favourile 
brother of EUen Woodville : modest and 
difRdent of his own personal acquire- 
ments. he instantly attributed to ihis the 
Hattering attention whieh Ellen paid to 
all he said, and he beeame ambitious to 
render himself pleasing to her on his 
own aeeount. With eare he studied to 
find out every ihing wbieh gave her 
pleasure, and praetised all her favourite 
musie, that be might haTe the ebanee of 
joining ber in ber perfonnancc. Ile 
determined also to aeeompaoy b» bro- 

ther 
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ther baek to sir Godfrey Louvaine's, ihat 
he might at least enjoy.as mueh as^pos* 
«ible the soeiety of lEllen, and be intro* 
dueed to her Tamily. 

Gourteney listened with nialignant 
vexation to the warm praises whieh lord 
Edwin lavished on Ellens he aeknow- 
ledged that the object of his adoratioa 
was sedueingly beTutiful, but he remind- 
ed him of the family pride of his unele, 
whieh had sacrificed his only ehild, and 
whieh would never eonsent. to his ne- 
phew*s marrying one so mueh his infe- 
rior in birth and fortune. 

The gentle disposition of lord Edwin 
made him appear to yield to theeounsels 
ofCour!eney, for whom he entertained 
themostaffectionaterespect: heneverthe- 
less resolved to aeeompany Ellen baek to 
the Parsonage : lord Mortimer also eon- 
sented to Gourteney's being of the party, 
as -sir Godfrey had expressed a stron^' 
desire for him to return with the new- 
married pair. They were to stay a fort- 

night 
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night at sir Godfrey% and from thenee 
proeeed to lad'y Beaumont's, where they 
had promised to spend ten days before 
they joined the rest of the family at Mor- 
timer Gastle. Here the marquis and his 
bride purposed to remain during the 
rest of the season, and here abo lord 
Mortimer now resolved to pass his winter, 
ivith his highly-favoured friend and eom- 
panidn, the learned and pioys Leopold 
Courteney. 

More and more enamoured with Ellen, 
tliis atniable man set out, early one morn- 
ing, to traee out if possible the habita* 
tion of his deserted wife, hoping most 
fervently tp hear that her death had re- 
stored him to his freedom. So many 
years had elapsed, that he found it ex- 
tremely difficult to flnd out the people 
^vith whom she had Iived at the time 
Avhen he had ealled iind bade her a final 
adieu. After the labour of several hours^ 
he at length (|iscovered the abode of 
these people, but from them he obtained 

VOL. III. ^ H nO 
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i)o satisraetory inrormatton. Ignorant of 
who be was^ and supposing that his in* 
-^iiiries proeeeded from benevolence, 
they regretted that they eould not in- 
form him whether Mrs. Powell and her 
ehildren were aHve, for by that narae 
Sybella had been known to them. 

" She did not stay above a year with 
ws/' said the baker, '' and my wife and I 
were sorry enough to lose her, for she 
was a quiet, modest, well-behaved wo- 
man, and so was her sister. Poor thinss ! 
I belieye they worked very hard for what 
they got, and I suspeet that Mrs. Powell 
bad but a bad sort of a man for her hus- 
band ; I never saw him, but I think any 
man must be no better than a seoundrel 
io run away from his wife and family, as 
I am pretty eertain he did, though she, 
poor thing, wanted it to seem that he 
was gone abroad : she used to receive 
letters from the eountry, but they were 
not from hira we know ; and then, she 
used to pay her rent with sueh joy, 

God 

m 



Ood bless her heart ! I am sure it was an 
honest one/* 

'' Ah, that it was/' fexclaimedliiswife; 
^* l am sure I have eried many a time 
to think - how hftrd they lived : and the 
poor young woman too whom they re- 
daimed ftom wiekedness» and eherished 
as i( sh^ had been their ^ster, she was a 
good ereature, and most lik^ly owed her 
ruin to some vi11ain, who promised to 
marry her — God bless 'them all, where* 
ever they bel** 

Gourteney's euriosity was now rais* 
ed: who eould it be that Sybella and 
Maria had taken to live with them ? The 
baker's wife .satisfied him as mueh as she 
eould^ but she was ignorant of Susan's 
real nam^. Her illness, however, on the 
sight of some person who had ^isited 
Sybella^ left him no room to doubt but 
that she was one of the unfortunate 
beings who had fallen a victitn to his 
perfidy, and whom his injured wife had~ 

h2 thus 
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thus generoosly snatehed from eertarn 
destruetion. 

" It is strange/' said the hypoerite, 
" that Mrs. Powell should not liave told 
you where she was going tb reside ?" 

" She did not, I assure you, sir/' 
replied the wom'an ; '' she had been 
unwell some weeks^ and not able to 
do as mueh work as usual, and the poor 
boys were but badly off for tbitigs ; in- 
deed I fear they often went without a 
dinner, that they might pay the rent, and 
I always wanted her to let it run on till 
she was better ofr ; but she would hot, 
for fenr that she should not be able to 
pay us; and I believe her sister wrote to 
some fTiend in the eountry, for a young 
gentleman ealted soon after^ and gave 
them some money, and staid a good 
tvliile, and sent for some wine and things 
for Mrs. Powell, and she soon got better 
after she had taken them : he ealled 
several times^ and always staid an houir 

or 
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or two ; and the poor boys were both 
new elothed ; and Mrs. Powell, a$ soon 
as she was quite well, gave us notiee 
that she should leave. Sorry enough I 
was to lose.her/' 

" Do you remember the name of the 
gentleman wbo ealled ?" inqairedCourte\ 
ney, with no very enviable emotions. 

" No, sir, I do not/' replied the baker'a 
wife ; '' but they all seemed to worsbip 
him ; and I heard Mrs. Powell eall him 
her guardian angel, and say that they 
must all have gone to the workhouse but 
for him. He was not mpre than four- 
and-twenty, I am eertain^ and indeed he 
ilid look like a guardian angel : he was 
so handsome^ and spoke so feelingly to 
me as I opened the door to him one day> 
when I was very poorly myself, that I 
eould not help notieing it to Miss 
Maria^ who said that he was one of the 
best men in the world." 

Gourteney, vexed^ morlitied/ 4nd for 
» moment bumbled, by the coiiviction of 

# H 3 his 
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his own baseness, now quitted the baker'^ 
shop^ not doubti ng for an instant but that 
the generous beneraetor oHHS-wire was the 
belrayed and dcep}y-injurfed Deloraine. 
Far froin ^eeling grateful for hiskindness 
to Sybella and the ehildren^ Leopold felt 
on inerease of hatred to wards him. Mean> 
seliish^ and vile, beyond the generality of 
depraved eharaeters, Gourteney attributed 
the noble eonduet of Deloraine to the 
ungenerous motive of triumphing over 
the man he had onee ealled friend. II* 
liberal and revengeful himself^ he 
eould not believe that Deloraine was ac- 
tuated by the purest benevoIence^ the 
most disinterested ^riendship and hit- 
manity. 

Disappointed in his seareb^ and vexed 
to the soul by the impossibility of prov- 
ing ihat whieh he most wished, the* 
death of Sybella, Gourteney returned to 
the house whieh eontained the innoeent 
object of his adoration ; sueh it may be 
termed, for basely as be had aeted ever ta* 

^ warda 
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'wards women, yet he had never, even in 
thought, violated the purity of Ellen's 
person ; he loved her passionately and 
sineerely; the idea of making her his 
mistress had neveronce oeeurred to him; 
aTl that hedesired was, to seeure to hirar-\ 
self for ever her eonstant soeiety^ her 
love and ebnRdenee. The ardent pas- 
sion of lord Edwin did not so mueh 
alarm him, as he weli knew the power he 
possessed bver his yieidingmind; and he 
did not despair bf convincing him. of the; 
folIy of an attaehment whieb must ever 
be hopeless» unless^ indeed» he had eou* 
rage to brave the displeasure of his 
imele^ and this was not likely^ from the 
aSeetioiiate and easy natute o^ the 
young lord. 



. j * 
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CHAP. V. 

At length the morning arrivedvwhicri 
raised Miss Louvaine to the rank of 
marehioness : lady Caroline, Dora Lou- 
\^ine^jCIarissaBeaumont^ and^llen^ w^re 
her bride's maids. The travellinff-car- 
t'mges were at the dopr, ready to convey 
tlxem to sin GpdArey's as ^^n as the <;e* 
TfmQqy;>p,9s.,<^yer. Lprd Mprttmer, a.fter 
«mbraping the; yp^ing marehipn^s^^ sa* 
liU^d Elliep^ wj^^ .^resi^4 ip her virgin 
uoJ^c8j lo9He4 «»on$ lQ»vflly thaA ey^r. 

f' Sweetgirll*' ^aid the jq^1> with pa- 
reoita^ kin4Qf§9^ '' l >ha.vp .paps^4 soine 
delightful hours in your eampAriy» ^od 
eannot see your departure without a sen- 
timent of real eoneern ; perhaps the 
eloquence af Garoline, whieh is always 
powerful in the eause of friendship, may 
be successfully exerted to proraote my 
wishe&^ and your mother may be indueed 
». * • ^ tfJk 
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to spare you to us this summer at Mor« 

timer Gastle/' 

Ellen's heart beat quick with un^x- 

peeted pleasure» — '' I will try, ynele» you 

may be eertain/' said lady Caro1ine, 

'^ for eiarissa and I have proppised sieve^ 

ral amusements^ whieh willbe tamean^ 

» 

insipid without Miss Wopdvjllle/* 

Young Beaumont kissed her hand re* 
spectfully at parting — ''^I shall Iive/' 
said he, in a low voicej '^ in the blissfgl 
bope of seeing you again at the eastle/*^ 
He then hastened to eonduet lady .<!aro- 
line to her earriage. 

The marquis and hk bride jset off m 
an elegant new ehariot^ with fouv out* 
riders^ foTlowed by a baro|ic^e, in whieh 
were lady Garoline, bfst brother^ Dpra 
Xouv^itie^ Ellen^ and Goiuteney, their 
maids having gpne bi^rore them. Mrs.^ 
Woodyille and all her ^mily were at sir 
Gpdfrey's to welepme their arrival; the 
bells rung merrily, all the servants had 
on thei^ new state liveries, aod a great 

H* inany 
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tnany of the tenantry'followed the ear^ 
riages with the loudest aeelamations d^ 
joy and aiTeetion. Sir Godfrey opened 
his aritis to receiVe his "happy daughtet, 
and to give her and the mirquis his pa- 
ternal benedietion. Dora LoQvaine^ 
blnshlng with pleasure, suiTered hersc!f 
<o be eondueted into the drawing-room 
by James WoodviHe, while Ellen sprang 
into the extended arms of her inother, 
^who pressed her rapturously to her 
bosom> i^nd then resigned her to the 
iHeetionate Fanny, who hastened with 
her to the dressing-room of Dora* 

^ Deerest Ellen," «aid she, almost 
breathless with surprise, " ean rt be pos* 
sible? have I not seen the handsome 
stranger who is so like to Theodore ?** 

^* Yes, Fanny, it is lord Edwin Wil- 
mington, the brother of lady GaroliTie, 
and I think resembles our dear Theodore 
in every thing, for whieh we so just}y 
idolize him.'* 

*' Ah, EHen/' eried Fanny, arehly, as 

she 
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she assisted her to ehange her dress^ 
" was I not right in my conjeciure ? — 
have you wished for Theodore sinee you 
have resided under the same roof with 
this interestitlg stranger ?'' 

Ellen eoloured as she said — ''Had I 
been so fortiinate as to have had you and 
my beloved mother with me^ I should 
have known no alloy. to the happiness I 
have efijoyed. Gompelled to separate 
from Theodore, lord Edwin alone pos* 
sekses the power of supplying his plaee, 
of being to me all that my dear brother 
is, Oh^ Fanny ! I long for night, to tell 
you how I have passed my time> I. have 
been so petted sinee I have been away, 
thatlsometimes fancied my8elf at home; 
and when lord Edwin was bymy side^ 
when he 4ooked at me, when he spoke ta 
me, the illusion was still greater, for I 
imagined it was my Theodore/ '^snA, I 
found it difBcult to repress my feeling8; 
this alpne destroyed the dear fiiction of 
roy senses. I reeolleeted that it was a 

h6 stranger 
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stranger.that ^as addressing me, and that 
my dear brotber was many milee dislant." 

0ora Louvaii%e naw entered to ehange 
her dreas. *' I think^ Fanrry,'! said she, 
" that James looks p^e^^lKi^ he hew im- 
•well^*' , 

Faniiy 8miJedt-^'f Have you tiot been 
absent fDr a rortnigbt, dearost J3ora, and 
!arc you riotrilikely to be. »way frQW us 
410W for seYeral months ?" . . • 

" Noi indeed/'Teplied her Triend ; " I 
^eaq to stay at home wiih my Tather; 
lo^ akrter ean/ well .$pare my aetendanee, 
hut <my)dear T^ttier eannot/' 
'. .fftjllqyl.tell my broiher this joyful in- 
telltgenoc<?7iinqulred Fanny. 

I)<ora;:Q0ieured» and replied-— ^^' Cer- 
jbi&hlyyif ytrii think it wili a£ord him any 
^KtMe^ioh: but, Fnriny, are you not 
pksised to find that the stranger wh<^9t 
Elleti has-so often deseribed lo me is 
the'ihrother of the marquis? J %vi$h I 
had.beien presentwhen they Srst met; huw 
IshoMld hanre eBJoyeii their confusioii !" 

*' 1 believe 
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*' I believe you/' said Ellen, with viva- 
eity ; '' for I well remember how pleased 
I was at entering unexpectedly sir God- 
frey's library, when James was on one 
knee before, Dora Louvaine, who looked 
so embarrassed, and blushed so beeom- 
ingly, that I eouid not help laughingat 
the discovery I had made/* 

*' You lovely torm^otQi? \\* exc]aimed 
ber friend, " I x^^o\\^cX t^at fivcqing, 
and the litlle raerey you displayed for 
uiy confusion. , I^m mistaken if 1 shall 
not be revenged on you Yery^ shortly, 
and thep James and I wUI noe sparei Jour 
ladyship, I p^siure you." . 

" Ha, ha, ha V\ laii^^ghe^, ;^ieijr.f "Jl 
give ypu Ieave, iuy. frije]ju^ tp .laugh ^s 
mueh as you like if ever you eateh m^ 
]ooking half as siUy as the lady 1 men- 
tioned/' 

" It is all very well, my dear Ellen, 
but unless the eyes of lord Edwin are 
traitors to his heart, they have already 
told m£. Ibat bc thofiight just as mueh 

3 of 
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or Ellen Woodvi]Ie as that little wild and 
fro]ic girl did of him. There is AdoU 
phus Beanmont likewise^ who I have 
eaught sighing and pining -for one 
glanee of that Iove]y dimpled face of 
Ihine: ah, El]en« you may smile and 
loole ineredulous, but ]ady Garoline and 
eiarissa are formidabIe rivals to en- 
eounter, .1 do not thinle for a moment 
that Edwin is attaehed to MissBeaumont, 
or Adolphus to Garoline^ yet they have 
known eaeh other from ehildren, and 
have been aeeustomed to bestow mutualiy 
maRyJittIe proofsorafrection, whieh h^s 
inereased on the part of CaroIine and 
eiarissa, who^ I am eertain, look upon 
the young men as their destined hus- 
bands." 

'' And what, dear Dora, is all this to 
me?'' sald Eilen ; ''I confess I feel an es- 
teem for Mr. Beaumont; his kind and 
respectfu! attentions to me while in 
London, eould not fail of exciting my 
gratitude; as forIord Edwin— -.'* 

r ohs 
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" Oh^" eried Fanny, "you need not 
tell us what sentiments he has giveh 
Lirth to ; Dora and I are pcrfectly ac- 
quainted with your opinion of Theo- 
dore*s eounterpart. Hark^ there is the 
dinner-bell ; let us obey its summons/'. 

Dora Louvaine was the favourite of 
both sisters ; she was of a more even and 
steady disposition thati letnim'a ; her at- 
taehment to James Woodville iriade her 
tnore dear to his sisters, and they eon- 
eealed nothing from the gentle and 
aATeetionate Dora^ who took the earliest 
opportunity of making known her inten- 
tions of remaining at home with her 
father. This determinatton endeared 
her still more to the WoodviUe8 ; and sir 
Godfrey, tenderly embraeing her, de- 
elared that she should not repent the sa- 
crifice she made to inerease his comforts, 
and attend him <luring the severe attaeks 
he oeeasionally had of the gout. Tbe 
marehioness, who was mueh attaehed to 
her sister, felt rather mortified at the 

idea 
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jdea of separating from her for the first 
time in his Iife : sir Godfrey, however, 
prooiised that Dora should pass the win- 
ter in Lpndon^ and that he would, if pos- 
f ible^ ag^dipany her on a ^isit tp tbe 
<?owagi?r; mard^ioness af Wilminglon, 

*^ I wiust oRce more tax the friendship 
of Mrp; WoodvilIe/' said the young mar- 
chioil0s§, " ^ud l^eg her to let me have 
^EHeo^ who nWni^ 19 eapable of supplying 
the plaee pf Pora." 

., Sir Godfrey approved of her intentiop^ 
and the mafqqi3^ ias soon as be was ap- 
prr^ed .pf il, appeared highly delighted 
»t} the? 4eti^4p^^tioQ of his wife^ who^ 
'witb ^a^y C^rQline, aeeordingly walked 
fo the Paeiipoage. 

*^ l am eon^e^ my dear madam/' said 
t\^e marehioness^ '^ to trespass upon your 
good-nature, and to ask a favour of you 
whieh will greatly eontributeto my hap- 
piness/" 

" And to m\ne also/' eried lady Caro- 
liue : '' you must aot deny us^ dear Mr». 

Woodville, 
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WoodvilIc, for our hearts are set upon 
having Ellen or our party when we go 
to the Gastle ihis aut^mn." 

" Do not refus^ us, I beseeeh you/' 
Gontinued the marehioness : ''Borastays 
at home.with my Tather, and I shall be 
quite lost even in the soeiety of my dear 
Carolinej \inLess you p^rmit Ellen to 
bear us eorapany. You know I am some- 
times tormented by a ifervous lowness of 
spirits^ whieh her fascinating smile and 
bii^sful eountenanee soon disperses, and 
restores me to my us^al tr^nquillityw 
YoJd hesitate^ my dear Mn^|WoodvilIe; 
believe mc, that Ellei} sfiall|be in every 
respeet the samQ to me as Dora/' 

*Mhe partiality. your Myship mani- 
fcsts for my. daughier/' rreplied Mrs. 
WpodvHIe, '*fls 'well as the Aattering 
notiee she has received Trom lady Caro- 
line ond her noble famiiy> is peeuliarly 
granfying to my feclings, I do not hc- 
sitate from any fqar that she will ever 
provc uudeseiying the kindness she ha§ 

met 
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met with, but I dread Ies( the eontinuing 
to reside for so lons: a time amidst 
cvery Iuxury and splendour^ may render 
her own comparatively humble home 
less dear to her than it is at present ; it 
may, even with her well-regulated mind, 
produee ambitious hopes^ whieh ean 
never be gratiSed : her edueation has 
been liberal ; her yersatility of talent, her 
interesting person^ all eonspire to ren- 
der Ellen, at fifteen, an object ealealated 
to inspire the best and worst of passions. 
Pardon me, my dear marehioness^ bat 
yoti and la^y Garoline are both too 
youDg to afford proteetion tp Ellen* 
should she stand in need of any^ and 
there are many in the fashionabIe world 
who might think it glorious to insult^by 
dishonourable proposals^ the sister of a 
£omtrj/ parson,'* 

" They should not do it with impu- 
nity !" hastily exclaimed lady Garoline; 
^' my unele has taken a great fancy to 
£llen^ and if she resides under his root^ 

he 
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he will eonsider her as his ehild: my 
brothers likewise esteem her too highly 
to siiATer any person to treat her with 
negleet or insult ; and I Aatter myself 
also, my dear Mrs. WoodviIIe, that the 
aATeetion whieh the marehioness as wetl 
as myself maniPest towards Ellen, would 
silenee any sueh illiberal hopes/* 

" You are all goo4ness/' said Mrs. 
Woodville, " and I know not how to 
deny your kind request ; suAer me, how- 
ever, to have this day to deeide upon the 
matter; to-morrow Ellen herself shall be 
the bearer of my answer." 

" Let it be a favourabIe one, I entreat 
you,'* said the marehioness ; ** we shalt 
eontinue only ten days at lady Beau» 
mont's after we leaye my father. Were 
it not asking too mueh, Ishould presume 
still further on your kindness, and ask of 
you to let Paiiny aeeompany us there ? 
My maid, whose age and goodeonduet 
render her trust-worthy, should bring 
hcv baek^ and. eonduet Ellen Xo lady 

Beaumont'^ 
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Beaumont's^ where we should be waiting 
to receive her." 

*' And Gourteney, I am eonlident, 
would willingly afford them his protee- 
tion/' eried lady Garoline ; '* do, there- 
f(pre, dear Mrs. Woodville, take pity 
^pop your hurable petitioners,. and mer- 
cifully grant their request." 

Mrs; Woodviy^ smiled benignly on 
Xhe beseeebing lady Caroline, and onee 
more repeated, that Ellen should deliver 
, her final ai^swer to them on the morrow. 
With this assuranee they returned to tbe 
Hall, in the pleasing hope of haying their 
wisbes fealized. 

*' And now, Courteney,** said lady Ca- 
roline, as she entered the dining-parlour, 
^^ you must eall on Mrs. Woodville thts 
evening, and seeond our bopes by.your 
advicp and potent eloquence. You must 
vow that my brothers, and all the young 
men wbo are likely to visit us at the 
Castle, are the best behaved and most 
honourabJie-minded fdlows iu the world. 

and 
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and that you wiU likewise be Ellen*s fa- 
ther-confessorj and keep striet wateh over 
' all her smiles dnd dimples^ lest they 
should seduee some gay Lotharia to steal 
away the beautiful Hebe of the Par- 
sonage ; do this, my dear sir, arid you 
tvin eternally oblige me.'* 

Gourteney was not slow in executing 
the wishes of lady Garoline ; it was to 
Iiis interest to gain the eonsent of Mrs. 
Woodville for Ellen to aeeompany them 
to the Gastle ; and he therefore put on his 
t)est looks, and assumed his most pious 
and mo^t 'persuasive deme^nor, to gain 
his point, and to draw on himself the 
gratitudeof lady earoline and her sister- 
in-law, 

As he had expected, he found Mrs. 
WoodviIIe overjoyed at his visit, and 
ready to eonsult with him on the pro- 
priety or letting Ellen eontinue to re- 
side among those whose rank and for- 
tune made them her superiors,. Gourte- 
ney had already wound himself into her 

good 
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good opinion ; she thought him the most 
tlevout, the most sineere and friendly of 
human beings^, and he felt eonseious that 
she meant to abide by his sentiments 
more than her own : he spoke highly of 
the prudenee of Ellen's bebaviour^ dur- 
ing her short stay in London^ not eon- 
eealing the universal admiration herper' 
sonal attraetions had produeed ; yet be 
hesitated not to pronounee it as bis 
opinion^ that no harm eould arise from 
her being allowed to aeeompany her 
friends to the Gastle^ and that Ellen's 
prineiples were too well established^ and 
her mind too highly enriehedi by the ex* 
eellent preeepts of her mother^ to J)e 
moved by the magnificence of her new 
inode of living. 

Mrs* Woodville, delighted by the 
praise of a man sueh as she conceived 
Courteney to be, at length eonsented to 
part a seeond time from Ellen^ firmly 
be]Ieving that this young and innoeent 
girl would be regarded by Gourteney in 

Ihe 
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ihe light of a daoghter, and receive from 

him ihe valuable advice of a father. She 

had taken him into a private apartment, 

that their eonPerenee might not be inter-» 

rupted by any of the family ; and so 

highly did she esteem the sanetity of 

Gourteney's tnorals, and the excellency 

of his heart and understan^ing^ that she 

hesitated m>t to entrust him with several 

little eireumstanees eoneerning her fa- 

mily whieh were unknown even to her 

ehildren^ and to ask his opinion and ad- 

vice on some important aATairs relative to 

their future happiness and wdfare. 

Courteney^ thrown off his guard by 
the Aatterihg preference of Mrs, Wood- 
viHe, was }mt going to diselose his pas- 
sion for her daughter, when he was not 
oniy prevcnted, but his intention frus- 
trated, by her eonddential eommuniea- 
tions. Disappoiated in the tirst and 
dearest wi&h of his soul, he had reeourse 
to his long-praetised dissimulation to 
vell the severe mortification he had re- 

ceived : 
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ceived : Iie stroggled hard within. hrm- 
self to appear as eomposed as Ersiial ; and 
DOtwithstandtng the annihitation oT his 
fondest hopes, still maintained the same 
opinion reipeeting Ellen's visit to the 
Castle. Mrs. Woodville <herefore sent 
for her daughter^ to make known her de- 
termination, and gave her permissiori Xo 
retum with. Leopold to sir Godfrey% to 
inrorm her generous friends that she ^as 
at liberty to attend them. 

Ellen, enraptured at this intelligeiiee, 
sprang ^orward, and eatehing the hand 
of Gourteney, pressed it to her sWeet 
iips, saying, with the most bewitehing 
air — '' Dear Mr. Gourteney, it is to your 
^riendly eloquence that I am indebted 
for this favour ; how mueh am I obliged 
to you!" Then hurrying out of the 
apartment, she went to eommunieate 
her mother's permissibn to her sister, and 
to ask her to walk with her to sir God- 

Courte»ey Ieft them ^t the eiitranee 

of 
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erthehall^and retiredto hisownehatnber. 
He had been unusiially silent during their 
walk ; but the happy state of £IIen% 
jnind did not allow. of her nbtieing this 
ehange in his manner. Fanny^ who had 
a message to deliver from James to Dora 
LpuYaine» hastened into the musie-room^ 
where she generally went after dinner ; 
and Ellen^ animated by the pleasing in- 
telKgenee she had to communicate> 
sought the rest of the family in the ^- 
loon. 

Lord Edwin was there alone ; he rose 
joyfuIIy to meet the happy girl ; his 
first question was^ had she gained the 
eonsent of her mother to make one of 
the party to his unele's ? Her reply was 
heard with every demonstration of rap* 
ture; and his happiness eould only be 
equalled by that of Ellea. 

*' Dearest Miss Woodville/' said he, 
timidly pressing her soft hand in his» 
'' you know not the felicity you have 
bestowed on me by this intelligenoe. 

YOL. III* I CaroIine 



170 TTHE HY?OCRITE- 

Caroline will be so rejoiced ! We all 
1ove you so sineerely, tbat we shall find 
it difBcult to express our gratitude to 
yourmothcrfor herkindness. For niyself, 
1 must notattempt to convince her how 
jnexpressibly happy she has made me in 
partieiTlar, Allow me to eonduet you 
to my sister, who is walking with theinar- 
<|uis in the shrubbery,** 

EUen gave him her hand^ whieh he 
<anled to his lips; in doing this, he look- 
ed so like her brother Theodore, that she 
eould not avoid feeling an iner-ease of 
pleasure at his toueh ; and her love}y 
and expresstve fea1ures betrayed what 
passed within her bosom. Lord Edwin 
trembled as he led her to where the mar- 
qui$ and lady Garoline were seated; he 
}onged yet dared aot tell her how fondly 
he adored her, for the eaations of his 
preoeptor were ever present to his me- 
mory. 

The marquis openly evinced his joy 
^t the prospeet af so eharmingan ac- 

quisition 
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quisition to their soeiety; and lady Caro* 
line deelared that she would go herselt 
that evening to thank Mrs. WoodviiIe. 
They now returned to th« house, where 
they were joined by the marehiohess» 
her sister, Fanny, and sir Godfrey. AU 
were delighted at Mrs. Woodville's readi* 
ness to oblige them,; all volunteered to 
eseort Ellen and Fanny baek to the Par- 
sonage. Gourteney alone exGused him« 
self from being of the party ; he had 
letters whieh he said must be written that 
night, therefore begged that his presenet 
might be dispensed with. 

'^ Oh dear me !" eried lady earoline, 
assuming a grave air ^ ^' what shall I do 
for my beau ! how mueh good sense and 
inorality shall I not lose this erening by 
tbese abominable lettersl — Come, Panny 
WoodviIle, I think you are more serious 
than Ellen ; give me your arm — nav, 
what do you laugh at, Mist ? I see you 
%vill never do to personate my dear reli- 
gious preeeptor ; I ean do it mueh bet- 

i2 
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ler myseir. Hera '* Her lady^ship was 

just beginning to mimie the air and atti- 
tude of Courlcney,* when they were 
joined by James Woodville, who eame 
to see his sisters home. 

.-*Your brother, Fanny, tnust not see 
me take off poor Gourteney," saiel lady 
Carolii>e ; '' but I will not be disappoinf- 
ed, Tor I am jast in the humour to mi- 
mie hts grave demure mannei* / of eon- 
vers1ng — Edwin, will you take eare of 
Ellen Woodville? Fanjiy and I wisK to 
walk by ourselves," Then, drawing her 
friend on one side, she let the inarquis 
and his bride, Ellen and lord Edwin, with 
the rest of the party, pass before them. 

Lord Edwin smiling'said — ''Youare 
at some mischl^f, CaroIrxie, I perceive 
by yourlooks." 

''.Never mind my looks, Edwin; at- 
tend to those of your eompanion/' 

She then, aTter Ihey had .gaiaed some 
distanee, began -to serew up her face, 
stilTbn her body, and mimie so esaetly 

the 
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the manner of Gourteney's niovin*g; and 
speaking^ that Panny was almost convuls^ 
ed with laughter. . 

" Oh fie, Fanny Woodville!'Vcriecl 
her ladyship^ resuming her own naturat 
voice and air», as they drew nearthePar- 
sonage ; '* here have I, for this quarter 
of an hour, been preaehing to you upon 
the folly and vanity of all humaii wishes, 
^d exhortihg you to wean ye^ur aATee-.- 
tions from all earthly things, and to lead 
a^godly life, lesryou be suddenly eut oAT 
in the blossom of your days, and yoii 
have been so abominably prophane as to 
do nothing but laugh at me ; I will fnake 
you do penanee for your levity when^ 
I get you at lady Beatimont s. Now be 
serious, Fanny, lest your good mother 
should repent of ber eondeseension, and 
revoke herpromise;'* 

Mrs, WoodviIIe r^eived her grateful 
visi"tors with her aeeustomed ease and 
eleganee of mannera; and felt pleas- 
ed that she bad possessed the power 

i3 of 
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of conferringon them what they seemed 
to eonsider as a real favour, Fanny wa» 
aeeoidingly desired to prepare herself 
against her friends quitted sir Godfrey 
Louvaine's; and Ellen to hold herself in 
readiness to attend theni to Mortimer 
Gastle. 



i 



CHAP. VI. / 

Whatever might have been the nature of 
Mrs. WoodvilIe*s confidential eommuniea- 
tions toGourteney, they eertainly operated 
'most powerfully on his mind and body, 
sinee he complainedofbeing suHieiently 
unwell to authorize him to keep his eham- 
ber for a eouple of days, during whieh 
time he rhet with every attention from 
sir Godfrey and his family, as well as 
from James Woodville, who ealled by 
his mother's .request, as soon as Gourte- 

ney's 
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ney's indisposition was made known to 
her. At the expiration of that time, he 
however thought it besl to smolher the 
seeret uneasitWss he suATered, and joir^. 
the family, who were now on the eve of 
quitting sir Godfrey*s for lady Beaut» 
inont's. 

C6ntrary to his established rule^ Eeo**' 
pold permi^ted lord Edwin to enjoy the 
privilege of Ellen's soeiety unrestrained 
by his presenee, and unawed by his wateh-^ 
ful glanees. Sir Godfrey had been slightly 
attaeked by his old enemy, the gout, and 
Courteney mad'e that a pretente to^ re- 
main with him and play at baekgammon. 
Lord Edwin^ thusleft at liberty to aet and 
speak as his feeKngs dictated>always eon- 
trived, during the remainder of his stay» 
to engross the attention of Ellen. He 
felt enraptured as her arm gently rested 
on bis; he gathered Aowers to adorn her 
bosoni and her hair; and sometimes ven- 
tured to kiss her band, as she smilingly held 

I 4 it 
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it out to receive his odorifcrou» pre* 
«ents. 

It was on the evening before he qiiitted 
airGodfreyLouvaine's, thathe had strolled 
with Ellen far from the rest af ihe family, 
and had arrived iirst at the Parsonage. 
Ellen seated hersclf in one of the win- 
dows of the parlour» whieh franted the 
lawn^ and whieh was half overshadowed 
by the Iuxurious branehes of the shrubs 
whieh grew over it. Lord Edwin plaeed 
himself by her side, and taking her hand, 
pressed it tenderly in his own. Ellen 
eoloured/ and breaking otTa pieee of the 
white elematis^ was going to plaee it in 
her own snowy bosom, 

His lordship took the ilower^ and srgh- 
ing, said — ** To-morrow, dearest Miss 
Woodville, at this hbur^ I shall be seated 
by a far diiTerent object; but my mind^ my 
soul will be here ! Oh, eould I but dare 
to hope that you would deign to bestow . 
one tbought on mc during the ten days 

of 
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of painful exile whieh I shall endure, it 
would enable me to support an absenee 
whieh will otherwise be tedious in the 
extreme." 

Ellen smiled — ^' Indeed, tny lord, per- 
mit n}e to say that I think you Aatter 
me. What would you have done, had not 
my mother yielded to the kind request 
of lady Garoline and the marehioness ?" 

^^ I know not/' jsaid his lordship, pla» 
eing the Aowerwithin thebosom of his 
shirt;/* but it is most likely, had sueh 
been the ease, that I.shoiild »have eom^ 
mitted some folly whieh might have drawn 
on me youp displeasure. I should never 
have bec«tab]ei I am eonyineed, to ex- 
ist without seeing you*occasionally. Par- 
don me, I entreat, dear Miss Woodville ; 
say but fhat you fGrgive my boldness — 
Hiy presumption !" 

Ellen felt overj6yed by the arrival of 
the' party, who now joined them, and 
prevented theneeessity of her reply. She 
did not, hosWever, at parting wilh lord 

I 5 / Edwin^ 
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Edwin^ manifest any re^entment for his 
boldness; on the eonirary, she suATered 
him to kiss her hand> an^ even bestowed 
on her timid lover a glanee of good- 
natured friendliness. Fanny was request- 
ed to breakTast with her friends at sir 
Godfrey's, and James WoodYtlle was to 
aeeompany her. The marehioness and 
lady Garoline embraeed Ellen^ and desired 
hw^not to Torget her engagement; while 
Courtej|^y was obliged to repeat onee 
more to her mother his promise of wateh- 
ing over her daughter withlall imaginable 
eare and Rdelity. 

Mrs. WoodviIle sineerely regretted his 
absenee^ and besought him earnestly not 
to lose any opportuiiity that oeeurred of 
paying them a .visit ; adding, that she 
should be happy to see him at all times^ 
and as often as he eould make it conve- 
riienti James Woodville squeezed his 
hand, and joined in his mother's request; 
and so eallous had the heart of the hypo- 
erite beeome^ that he felt no pang of 

remorse 
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remoTse— no self-reproacb, at this unre* 
mitted kindness from two amiable beings^ 
whose frjendship he was returning by the 
basest hypoerisy — the oiost eonsummate 
dissimulation. 

Mrs. WoodvilIe had made ehoiee of 
Leopold for a confidential friend for two 
reason^ — first,_ from his situation in Iife, 
he might by ehanee discover some infor» 
mation respeeting a part of her< family^ 
whieh Jiistice alone made^her anxious ta 
obtain ; seeondly, bis uniform grayity of 
deportment^ and a eertain seemingly dis* 
interested and sineere mode oEe^pressing 
himsplf, joine4 with hisk apparent high 
sense of all moral dulies^» roade him not 
only a Gt^ but a most desirable friend 
and eounsellor for Mrs; Woodville and 
ber Iovely daughter. Npr would she 
have hesitated ta.entrust her with him 
alone^ had that: been re^uisite, The 
kindness of the marehioness, hoW€ver, 
rendered that unneeessary, as she pro- 
ppsed to send her i:arriage withher own 

X 6 maid> 
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niaid, a steady elderly woman» to bring 
baek Panny^ and to return with Ellen. 

The latter had received several letters 
from Theodore, to whom she had imm&^ 
diately imparted the unexpected diseo- 
very whieh she had made of the inte- 
resting stranger. With all the amiable 
confidence of youth^ EUen had ▼ouebed 
for tbe v]rtues of lord Edwin. He lool- 
ed and spoke so like Theodore — wds so 
aATeetionate a brother, so tender a ^riend^ 
that Ellen pronounSed him to be the 
eounterpart of her beIoved Theodore in 
every thing. Her only regret v^s, that 
she eould not introduee two sueh highly 
valued beings to eaeh other. 

Theodore, on hi&parr^ felt alarmedat 
the warmth of Ellen's express]ons. She 
had always deelared that she eould never 
love any one that did not resemble 
himself. Now^ then> she had inet with 
the object she had imagined did not 
exist^ of eourse Ellen^s heart was no 
loDgei: in her own keeping^ her future 

happiness 
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happiness in life was novr at stake. Ten- 
derly solieitous for the.peaee of one dear 
to him beyond expression^ Theodore 
conjured lier to reflect on the rank of 
lord Edwin, and the little probability 
there was of his faniily eonsenting to so 
uiiequa1 a mateh. With the deepest re- 
gret he learnt of her intended visit to the 
Castle, and eautioned her not to listen 
either to the passion of his lordship^ or 
the pleadings of her own heart. 

£llen replied to him with all imagin- 
able innoeeney and eandour — " Fear not 
for my happiness, dearest Theodore/' 
said she in reply to his letler. ** My 
peaee of mind eannot be endangered b^ 
iny assoeiating with lord Edwin ; ihe re 
g^ard whieh I eonress I feel for him ; 
built upon the surest foundation«-^u»y^ 
iiis own virtaes; were he Ie«s atnsal-.' 
less honourable — in vhoTt, «ere Vi^ « »^\ 
-y ourseir in the noUe oa&l^i «^ <J^ 
I eould not entertais ?or »i'^-tL 
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thing that ffOU are, I now do. W^re it 
possible for tne to be deceiv(ed in him, 
were it po^ible for htm to aet with 
meanness or 'dissimulation^ my regard 
would eease ; pity and tlie most poig- 
nant regret alone would remain. Butj 
my beIoved Theodore^ I have no reason 
to suppose that his lordship \iews me ia 
any oth^ light than that of a sister. The 
aiTeetionate nature of his disposition 
makes him appear, perhaps^ at times 
more tender towards me than the mar- 
quis, or his friend Mr. Beaumont ; the- 
latter of whom I believe to be worthy 
even the friendship of my Theodpre. 

" The good aiid learned Mr. Co\irte^ 
ney, under whose pious eare and diree* 
tion lord Edwin and his brother have 
been eduealed, honours me with parti* 
eular notiee, nnd seems to feel for mc 
the interest and affection of a.father. I . 
do not think my dear mother would have 
eonsented to my visiting the Castlej, had • 
it not been for this kind and worthy man« 

Do 
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T>o hot, therefore, my dear brother, I 
conjiire you, suATer yourself to be under 
any apprehensions on my aieount. Were 
I even disposed to make lord Edwin the 
arbiter of my fate, and were I convinced 
that his tenderest atTeetions were irreYo-» 
eably mine, even then you would have 
i\o eause to fear my prudenee or my de« 
lieaey. 

" Believe, me, Theodore, that young 
as I am, the lessons of my exemplary. 
mother, and the advice of him whose 
image no lover ean ever eATaee from my 
heart, have not been listened to by an 
inattentive pupil. The proud indepen* 
denee of spirit whieh I possess will sur- 
ficiently guard me from being entieed, 
into a elandesttne marrifge. I would 
not enter into the family ora prinee, did 
not every individual of that family open 
their arms to reeeiye me ; nor would I 
aeeept the haiid of any roan whose nar* 
rowness of miod prevented his aeknow- 
ledgiog me io be bis.equal« 

'* With 
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" With this here^itary guardiair of my 
Iionour, you will perceive, my Theodore, 
that your Ellen is in no very great dan- 
ger of being drawn into any indiseretion, 
whieh Love, with aU his wrteheries, might 
otherwise rnduee her to eommit. IT, un- 
Known to myselP, my' aATeetions ha^ve 
been ealled forth, and fixed upon loid 
Edwin, it is beeause he possesses the en* 
dearing manner», the sweet' persuasire 
voice, the tender look of my dear bro- 
ther, all ofwhichserve toremind me of 
those blissful hours whieh we passed to- 
gether in the days of our chitdhood«^' 
days that I look baek to with delight. 
Alas! wil^ they e'er return ? or ara^ I- 
doomed for ever to lamentthe choiceof 
a profes9ion whiehseparates me. from the 
beloved brother of my soul f ** 

The fears of Theodore WoodviUe were> 
not, however, perfeGt]y s^kneed by tbe 
reasoning of his sister. -He had been> 
four years in the army, and had gaityed' 
more knowledge Qf the world t^ tha( 

time^ 
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rime, tban he eould otherwise hive ob- 
tarned at his years. He had assoeiated 
Tvith a set oPdashing young men, whose 
external appearanee was highly preposs- 
essing ; but the looseness of their morats, 
and the little honour they evinccd to- 
wards that 8ex whieh had the strongest 
elaim to their proteetion^ shoeked and 
disgusted him. He eould searee eredit 
ihat any man oP sense, and^ in other re* 
speetsi of feeling and humanity^ eould 
make a subject of boasting among ht» 
brother officers of the artifices to whieh 
\\e had been eompelled to resort^ be^ore 
he eould obtain a yiotory over innoeenee 
and eredulity. Yet these v€ry men were 
brave in the field of botlle, benevclent 
to the poor, and strietly honourabte in 
all tbeir dealings with their own sex. 

By Theodore, whose heart raelred at 
the voice of a female in distress. and 
who felt that the humblest woman had a 
elaiih to his proteetion and gencrosity« 
8uch a^mode of eonduet eould not be to» 

lerated ; 
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lerated; hc thererore inixed as little a» 
he eoald heTp with his brother officers^ 
who for a long while end«avourcd to^ 
bring him over to their way of thinking 
and Iiving« till tired by their &uit}ess at- 
tempts^ they gave hhn up as a bad sub* 
ject^ and suiTered him to do as he thotigkt 
proper. 

On^ gentleman alonewasanexc^tionv 
to the rest ; and ^vith eaptain MaxweIIj. 
Theodore assoeiated the best part of eadk 
day, when he was not on duty. 

Colin Maxwell was the eldest sou of a 
brave and merrtorrous oSiGer; wRo Had' 
served his eountry with honour^ and 
whose last moments were brealhed on the 
field of battle. His d^ath deprived hi» 
widow of an aSeetionate husbaod ; and 
a fam»ly of eight ehildren thus suddenly^ 
lost a tender father and friend. Co]in. 
and two of his^^brothers were lieutenants 
in tbe army ; the remaining five .were 
unfortujaatery girls, and consequently 
Bot so easily provided foi^ He knew hi%. 

mother'Sr 
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itiother's finances were eireumseribed, 
and therefore rerused to ac<Jept of her 
advancing a sum of money suABeient ta 
purehase him a enptainey in hi^ regi- 
ment, whieh had beeome vacant by the 
death of its possessor/ This generous 
selTdenial was made known to^his su* 
perior oAReer, .whose high eommenda- 
tidns of the bravery and good eonduet 
bf Golin Maxwell obtained for him that 
rank in the regiment whieh fi!ial affec*^ 
tion had indueed him to deeline. 

Theodore had no sooner entered the 
regiment, of whieh Maxwell was eaptain, 
than a friendship eommeneed, whieh was 
likely, one day or other, to be rendered 
more firm by a family allianee. From 
the following eireiimstanee, he had dis- 
covered Theodore's talent for painting* 
Callrng on him one morning earlier than 
usual, Colin found his friend bttsily em- 
ployed in re-touehing some miniatures, 
one of whieh was the pieture of Fanny 
Woodville. 

After 
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Arter eongratulating Theodore npon 
the possession of so eharmiTig ari art, he 
inquired if that was the resemblanee of a 
favouritelady? adding^, that he had naver 
bcfore seen a eountenanee whieh gave 
fairer promise of a sweet disposition and 
a refined mind. 

Theodore smilingly replied, that he 
was glad that sueh was his opi^nion^ foF 
that he hoped, in the eourse of a few'days> 
to introduee him to her, and assured him 
that she would not diseredit his- humbk 
imitation of her personal attraetions. 

Theodore, for reasons best known to 
himself, did' not shew young Maxwell 
his likeness of Ellen ; one of thoserea- 
sons, however, was, tbat he imagined he 
had not done sufficient justice to her 
fanltless beauties, and resolved, when he 
next visrted home, to delineate tbei» 
more eorreetly. 

In ashort time eaptain MaxweH and 
Theodbre got leave of absenee ; tho for- 
mer was going to London, and the iafc- 

ter 
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ter to his mother, The two fricncls (ra- 
^elled together with very diiTerent feel- 
ings : Theodore was all Iife and joy at 
the prospeet oT embraeing his family; 
and Colin Maxwell felt a feverish impa- 

• 

tienee to see the original of the minia* 
ture, yet remembered, with a ^igh af 
regret, that sbe was the beIoved of his 
friend. They stopped at length at the 
elegant and romantie r-esidenee of Jame8 
Woodville. 

" Now, my dear Maxwell," eried Theo- 
dpre exultmgly, ^' you shall behold the 
lady whose resemblanee yo4i honoured 
by sueh parlieular notiee/' 

The step of the ehaise was seareely let 
down, when Fanny and Elien flew aeross 
ihe lawn, and were in a moment round 
the neek of their brother, who, pressing 
them fondLy to his bosom, gave a hand 
.of eaeh to his admiring friend. 

" My sisters," said Theodore, easting 

an areh look at Colin. " Fanny and El- 

len .Woodvilie, this is that dear friend 

• ^ whose 



^. 



!90 Tfl:E HYPOeRlTE. 

whose name I have so repeatedly men* 
tioned to you in my letters." 

Gaptain MaKwell's eheek erimsoned 
%vith iinexpected plea^ire ; he earried 
^eh of the fair hands to his lips; but 
that of Fanny he held the longest. Theo- 
dore now introdueed him to his niother 
and James ; it was sufficient ror them to 
learn that he was the esteemed friend of 
Theodore. All strove to niake him weU 
eome to the Parsonage; and Mrs. Wood- 
ville and her eldest son requested him to 
remain with them as long as he eould 
convjeniently spare them his soeiety. Co- 
lin needed no seeond invitatJon. All 
around him appeared fairy land,^ and 
Fanny the goddess of the seene. 

*' Well, my dear Maxwell/' said Theo- 
dore, whtn they were alone, " what 
'think you of my sisters? does the origi- 
iial of t-he miniature answeryour expecta- 
tions ? or has Fanny disappointed you ?" 

" Rather say has she not cxceeded 

them/' replied his friend; '' but how 

^ . eunningly 
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eunninglyyou eoneealed from methatthe 
sweet girl was youY sister ! Upon iny soul, 
Theodore, you know not theseeret vexa- 
tion you have eaused me, and the many 
stTUggles I have had between my friend- 
ship Tor you, and my preposses^ion for 
your eharming sister. Thank Heaven, I 
ean now adore her-^without infringing oa 
ihe rights of my dearest friend." 

Theodore pressed his hand afiection» 
ately. 

^' My dear Colin^ I know of no man 
t>n earth that I should so mueh covet fbr 
a brother as yourself. I will not say one 
word to inSuenee you in favour of Fanny ; 
stay with us a fortnight of our month's 
leave of absenee^ and judge for yoarselfT 
In justice, however, to my utier, I muu 
2tdd^ that she is always the nme as when 
you Arst saw ber ; bot^ Maswell^ have 
you not one werd of eommendation to 
bestow on EUen ? If joo seek to know 
the object of my ^dpmlon, it h ber. 
Oh^ never ean tbe tenderest wire 
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<learfer to my heart than Ellen ! Ncfvcr eaii I 
feel a passion for any woman that does 
jiot resemble that ever-happy, blissful 
little ereature V' . 

'* Had I not seen the pieture of Fanny 
befare I beheld the mateMess form of her 
sisler/'replied eaptaln Maxwell, '^l might 
have yi^lded up my heart at the shrine 
of hersuperior beauty. Ellen^eareely ap- 
pears mortal; I gaze on her with the 
same indeHn^ble purity of mind as when 
eontemplating theTesemblanee of some 
eelestial being; but in Fanny's gentle 
eye^ I fancy I ean read a heart whieh 
would return my love with warm yet 
ehastened tenderness^ and whieh would 
willingly devote the whole of her time 
to render me happy, supposing niyself 
to be so fortunate as to g^ain her affec- 
tions. W^re I to olTend Fanny, I am 
mistafecji if a kiss of mine — a kind word^ 
would not instantly seal my pardon. The 
fire and brillianey whieh oeeasionally 
V^(^itts frora the blue eyes of Ellen — the 
* ready 
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ready wit whieh dwells on her honied 
tongue — andaboveaII> the eonseiousness 
that she merits universal homage^ would 
demand more than my spirit eould wil- 
lingly perform, A man like yourseIf, 
my dear Theodore, is alone ealeulated to 
Diake Ellen happy. It shall be my study 
to seeure the heart of Fanny, whose pie- 
ture I now elaim from you, as a proof 
not only of your friendship, but your 
approbation of my pretensions/' 

Theodore immediately presented him 
vith the miniature of his sister^ and took 
the earli6st opportunity of mentioning 
to hh mother the attaehment of his 
friend. Mrs. Woodville did not disap* 
prove of it; and Theodore eondueted 
young Maxwell into the presenee of his 
mother. 

Trembling with hope and fear, Colin 
took the extended hand of Mi's. Wood- 
ville^ and pressed it aATeetionately to his 
lips. With her native eandour, she at- 
tempted not to eoneeal from him either 

voL. iij. la her 
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Tier satisfaction at his ehoiee^ or her 
wishes respeeting his Guture eonduet : she 
perraitted himtogain the love of FanBy, 
to eonsiderher as his future bride^should 
it be agreeable to her daughter ; limt as 
she was very young, her fortune small, 
and bis m ex|>eolaHon^ ishe did not think 
it pruden^ for them to marry for two.or 
three years, 

CoIinj delighted by this goodness, 
though attaehed to Fanny by ihe mM 
honourable feelings, perfectly eoineided 
with her mother's advioe ; notwitbstand- 
ing his ineome'was at presen<t very liinit- 
ted^ yet he washeir to about 8even hundred 
a-year at the deeease of an old maiden 
aunt, who was now grown so very. infirin, 
that she was not expected to survivf 
many weeks; she had also promised bim a 
eonsiderable sum in ready moAey ; and 
with this fortune he would be enabledto 
provide handaomely for Panny, and do 
something for his sisters. The fortnight 
iie staid at tbe Parsonage oniy endear- 

ed 
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«d him the more to Mts. Woodvillc and 
her family; and Panny, who knew not 
of thetfrrai9gemenr whieh had been made^ 
heard of his deparrtnre with regret^ 

Colin, the eventng before he was 
^ompelled fo 1eaV'e a fami)y now beeome 
' as dear to hitn as his own, took the op- 
portunity whieh had been purposely 
giyen him^ bf diselosing his regard^ and 
of entreating her to eorrei^ndwith him 
«ktring hia absenee; Fanny heard him 
wiih bashfttl pleasure, yet aeknowledged 
that slie vas too yoyng to judge even of 
iier own feelings. iShe confessed^ that 
from the praises of her brother^ she had 
' of^n wished to be acquainted with a 
friend so dear as he was beeome to Theo- 
elore ; that the aeeomplishment oP her 
wish had inereased the opinion she had 
already formed ; and that she eertainly 
preferred him above all men^she had hi- 
therto seen. 

*' Dearest Fanny/' said Colin, '' I will be 
satistied with ihi^ for the present ; let us 

JK S eorrespond 
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eorrespond regulariy together ; and vrhen 
i>ext I have ihe happiness or visiting this 
hoiise» -and of seeing my adored Fanny, 
I may perhaps learn from her mother, if 
* her own delieaey will not betray it^ that 
I ^m beeome «nOre dear to her.*' 

*' My mother^ I know, esteems you 
highly," rei>Iied Fanny blushing ; " but 
are you sure that she wbuld approve of 
my bestowing* ipy aATeetions unsanetion- 
ed by bee authprity ?*' 

Co1in now repeated sufBcient of tbeir 
€onversation to do. away the duti^ul ap- 
prehensions of Fanny ; he shewed her 
the mihiature whieh he wbre in his bo« 
som^ and deseribed his feelings oh first 
beholding it in the possession of her 
brother. > Fanny's heart beat quicker at 
this proof of her lover's tenderness. She 
no longer withbeld her promise to write 
to him eonstantly ; and even requested 
ihat he would sit to Theodore for his'pre- 
ture, whleh she begged inight be cotaVey- 
^d to her as early as possible. 

Golin, 
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Colin^ enraptured by this request^ 
rentured to thTow his arms^ round the 
blushing girl, and to press his lips to 
hers. With her eionsent, he eut off a ring'» 
let of }\ev dark hair ; and felt still more 
delighted at he? asking, in a tremiilous 
voice,foroneofhis: thusmutuallysatisfied 
with eaeh other, they parted for a time. 

Gaptain Maxweir now hastened fo hH^ 

rnother and sisters^ who resided near 

Iiondon, and to whom h^ represented his» 

Fanny in sueh an amiable light, that Mrs. 

Maxwell immediately wrote to her mo- 

ther, soireiting the pleasure of her eor^ 

respondenee ; ©nd Stella, the favourite 

aister of Colin, requested permission to 

enelose a note to the destined wife of 

her brothera whose likeness had already 

made a strong elaim on her regard. Mrs. 

Woodville*s reply was grafifying to the 

parental tenderness or Mn.- Maxwc\l • 

and from that hour a regular eorrespoi^ 

denee waa kept up between ihe 1%%»^ ^.^ 

milies. 
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Ellen, during her short stay in Loir-^ 
don, ealled twiee on Mrs. Maxwell, ac- 
eompanied by Dora Loi]vaine ; and if 
the family of Colin were capHvated by 
the eleganee and beauty af Ellen Wood- 
Yille^ she was not less pleased with the 
aATeetionate reeeption she raet with from 
his mother and sislers. 

At ihe earnest solieitattons a€ MrS. 
Woodville, Srella and Jessy Maxwelh 
the two eldest sisters of Colin> were to 
pay a visit that summ^r to the Parson- 
age, and to remain as long as their mo- 
thereould spare them. Coliii tpok leave 
of his family the same day that Eilen bad 
arrived in London, and hurried as fa8t as 
four Aeet.horses eould earry him to the 
Parsonage, whenee, after passing one 
day of bliss with his Fanny> he set off 
with Tbeodore to jqin bis regiment^ then 
stalionedat one of the seaports« They 
were, bpwevcr, in great expectation of 
being removed bef(?re wi^nter, and there- 
fore allowed themselves to hope that 

they 



% 



THE HTPOeRITB. 19* 

rBey tnight be so fortunate as- to spend 
their Christmas at the Parsonage. 

Theodore, to oblige his si«ter, lostno^ 
time in executrng an admirabte likeness 
of his friend, whieh was conveyed to^her 
bef6re she quitted home to*pay her vi- 
sit to lady Beaumont. Her excessive 
bashfulness made it QainfuLtaher to be 
ralKed ii^^oti the subject of Golin's at« 
taehment; and her Aimiry had therefore 
forbore to mention it even to the Lou« 
Yaines; Dt>ra bad; bowever^ diseoyered^^ 
it troat 2t triBtng erreumstanee ; and as* 
Fanny was^tbe chief reppsitory of all her 
thoiights^ eotteeming James Woodvill^,. 
his sistei^ at' iengtb confessed her regard 
for eaptain ;MaxweI)^ and shewed ber the 
masterly performance of Theodore. 

It was^one o£:his best piotores. The 
bappy> eoimtenane^ ofe Colifi> evinced 
all th& tenderness whieh filled his heart 
ashesarto the-brother of his beiov^d 
Banny^ and^ as his, mind -dwelt on the- 
antieipiated pleasure of again beholding 

K 4 her — 
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her — of seeing oiiherfaithfulbpsom this 
image of himself. 

Dora returned the miniature to the 
blushing Panny» whoseeyessparkled with 
grateful love^ as she listened to the 
praises bestowed on her Iover by the 
gentte daughter of sir Godfrey. 

'*' Happy, happy Fanny !" exclaimed 
Dora, '' to ppssess so inestimable a trea- 
sLire. Ah, my sweet friend ! I should 
deem myseif the most fortunate of wo- 
nien, had I but |is just a likeness o{ 
James/' 

During the absenee of Fanny, Stella 
and Jessy Maxwell arrived at the Parton- 
age. They were Seoteh beauties ; lively, 
animated, and good-natured ; aiid sang 
the beautiful melodies of their native 
eountry witb great tenderness and* skill. 
Ellen, who was passionately fond of 
musie, soon learnt to play those melol* 
dies with all the paihos of a Seoteh min- 
strel. The rieh harmony of her voice, 
and the peeuliarsweetnessand mellowness 

6f 
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cf its tones, frequently drew tears frora 
the eyes of her hearers. 

The Miss Maxwells^ although they 
eagerly desired to behold their intended 
sister-in-law, /yet felt sorry that her pre»- 
senee would rob them of Ellen's soeiety-. 
Xhe graees of her mind and^person^ and 
the captivating:witchery of h'er conver- 
sation^ almost made them regret that this 
fascinating girl was not the.object of their 
brother*s ehoiee» 

^^ Perhaps/' ^aid the eldest sister o£ 
Galinr Maxwell> " were Eltento see my 
brothee Archibald>: her heart would rea- 
dily aeknowledge him for its master» and 
we should then have no dread of lOsing 
so sweet a friendj' 

Stella> however, felt'aH hope of this 
kind .vanish 'by one glanee of £llenV ex* 
prcssive eye — one littlesmilewhieb dim» 
p]ed ber elieeks oi>.the.return ol Panny 
from lady Beaumont's» Ellen knew the 
day on whieh sh^ was expected; and had 
been employed the cbief orthe mori^in^ 

X 5 
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in arrangidg Tresh Aowers in the stands 
underneath the portieo or tbe house. She 
gathered those whieh she knew were 
most pleasing to her sister^ to deeorate 
their sitting-room^ and even dressed her- 
se1f with more than usual eleganee. 

" Who do you expect besides Panny^ 
my dear Ellen/' inquired her mother, 
smiling on her aATeetipnately, '^^thatyoa 
haTe taken sueh eare in the dikpoasal ^ 
your ringlets^ and put on the most 
beeomtng of your dresses ? Tbat 
wreath of pink convaIvaIus ^hiehr yoo 
have drawn through your hair, soits 
the fairness pf your skin ; but^ my Eilen, 
is all this in eompliment to Mr. Courte- 
ney ? I fean niy love» sneh nieety will 
make him vain/* 

Ellen bhished» but was dlent ; she dii 
not indeed know herself why she had 
been thus partieular. It was not, how- 
ever, to receive Mr. Gourteney; otthitt 
at least she was assured. 

Stella and Jessy «nxiousIy watehed 

for 
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for the earriage of the^ marehioness ; 
while Eilen looked at her^ wateh every 
now and then^ and thought her sister 
would be too late fordinner. The wateh 
was a. present from Theodore; and as 
she looked on !t> her own 'h!aIf-forined 
V]shes> and his reeent adyiee^ deepened 
the bloom oa iier^heek^ 

The rapid wheels of>a^carrfage were 
n&w heard, Bllen Tose to meet her sisr 
ter;ryet a^seeretliope*-— a seeret ■ fear of 
betrayin^ more than she wished, arrested 
ber steps; :aY)d'Fanny had Adwn aeross 
the Iawn> and was in the arms of EUen^ 
befdre tlietlatter bad nioved ^rom- tbe >ir' 
eade^-* Tb64same fe^lings ppeventl^ her 
fi<om raising her eyes until she felt the 
pressure of a hand^ and heard the sound 
of a voice that stole-into her heart, and 
ealled the warm blush of pleasure. even 
into her eyes. It was l6rd Edwin, who, 
at the request of his mother, had aeeom- 
panied Courteney and the marehioness's 
knaid to fetch Ellen. 

K 6 " Fannv 
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Panny was seated between the aistert 
oP her Iover, who loon loat all oeeaBion 
to regret that their brother had made 
ehoiee of the less^beautirul^ but equally 
amiable Fanny : Mra. Woodville eait an 
areh look towards Ellen, who was plaeed 
by the aide o( lord Edwin. 

^' This is a pleasure. my lord, that we 
did not look for/' aaid ahe ; >'' it is» ne- 
verthe]cs8, a moat valuable one; and roy 
daughtera have reason to be proud of the 
dowager marehioness'a condescension> in 
allowing a aon of hers to beeome their 
piroteetor." 

/< Whatever might have been^niy own 
wishei/' modestly replied lord Edwin* 
*' I Khould not haye ventured to pbtrude 
myself on your hospitality and kindness^ 
had not my mother'a.eommaudsianetion* 
cd me to do lo. My unele, likewise^ 
thought that it wasonly payiug yoii, my 
dear madam^ a proper respeet, for one 
of the family to eonduet Miss WoodvilIe 
home ; and it fortunately fell to my lot 

to 
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to be so honoured.. Garoline was with dir- 
ficulty prevented from eoming with us; 
but my mother, as.she has been indispos-» 
ed lately^persuaded her to giveup her m- 
tention. They allbegged me to say that 
they shall expect Miss Eli^n to-morrow."' 
'* She is ready to attend them;'* said Mrs« 
Woodville; '^ though I eould have wisbed^ 
my lord> that we might have been per-» 
mitted to enjoy your soeiety» and that of 
Mr. Gourteney^ Tor a few days at least." 

" You are very good," replied his 
lordship ; '^ but my unele is desirous of 
setting out immediately for the Gastle: 
I assure you^ we ail sineerely regret that 
it was neeessary for Miss WoodviUe to 
return.'* 

'^ The dowager . marehioness^" said 
Gourteney^ *' eommissioned me to ex- 
press her thanks at your readiness Xo 
oblige lady Garoline ; and she trusts that 
this winter she shail bave ihe pleasure of 
seeing you and your daughters at' her 
houae in town." 

Dinner 
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Dinner was now announeed^ whielr 
gave a turn to the coTiversation ; but 
lord Edwin had taken eare to inrorm £i* 
kn o£ tfae happiness he felt ih being al-^ 
lowed to eseort her ta his ramily, aod 
had drawn Trom her a confes5ion that bis 
presenee had agreeably surprised her. 

Arter diiiner, tbey allwalked to tiir 
Godfrey's, where tbey passed the re- 
mainder of the evemng« Ellei}>^ how- 
ever, on her retnrn home» took her harp> 
and played and sang to Panny the sweet 
^irs whieh she had learnt from Stella and 
Je8sy Maxwell. Lord Edwin listened to 
ber wilh rapture ; *' Surely/' thought he, 
*' were my unele to behold Eilen at this 
moment, and to hear the magieal tones 
of her votceybe would not refuse to raise 
her to an equality with himself; he 
would eonsent to my marrying this sweet 
girl^ in preferen€e to eiarissa-Beaumont^ 
with all her fortun€.** 

Elien was gladto retire with Paniiy to 
their awn ehamber^ where they sat up 
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conver&ing the best part of the night ; 
eaeh had so many things to eommuni^ 
eate to eaeh other, that the moming was 
far adTaneed before they thought of 
takin^ their aeeustomed repose. 

Mrs. WoodvilIe and Gourteney re- 
mainedTor some time alone in the par- 
loor; Ellen was one of the prineipal 
subjects of their conversation. She iwas 
on the eve of quitting a seeond time her 
home ; and ber stay would most proba- 
bly be for three months. The heart of 
Mrs. Woodville was iilled by maternal 
tendernesB ; and she eould not avoid 
pooring forth a part of it to the atten- 
tive Courteney, wbo tbought it requisite 
agaim to repeat that be shouU eonsider 
Eilen as plaeed nnder his imoiediate pro- 
teetioD, and wouM aet towards her >:ith 
the eaoie eaie and atteotion as if '^be 
were reaihr hts ebild. 

Tbis MtAemn aaranDcefaxn£ied tbe tc«- 
aer mather «f Elleo, »'bo iearleeiA-e eoii- 
aU lfa« tbt bypeterhe Jit\^^ 
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"Ishall send with Ellen/' said Mrs, 
Woodville, *' a young.' person who ha& 
attended on roy daughterssinee our resi^ 
denee here. Siie is a steady confidential 
woman^ and one that is werthy to be. 
plaeed about so young a girl ,as my El- 
len ; her roorMs are ineorruptible^ and 
her edueation has been above the eom^ 
inon/' ' 

Gourteney fek a Irttle mortified by this 
intelligenee ; . he had hoped thal • Eileti- 
would have been unattended^ and there- 
fore more eompletely in his power. It* 
thererore beeame neeessary for hkn to be 
siill more eireumspeet in hisaetions; tbe 
servant of Ellenmust now be gained over 
to his side> .before il was possible foc. his 
plan to be pul into execu(ionu 

Dora Louyaine came> to breakiasl iwittb 
them the next morning, and to deUver 
letters to Ellen for the young marehio- 
jiess and lady Garoline, prawing^bet. 
towardsone of the windows> she saki> in 
a low Yoiee— •'' Do not fail, dearest Ei^ 

leo> 
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len, fo write to tne frequently ; yoir 
may, perhaps^ have many little things to 
eoramunieate whieh may eoneern my 
sister, if yo« remain at the Gastle as long 
as you expe€f. I know not why, but I 
bave taken it into my head that Jemima 
and the m»rqtiis wil) not be the happiest 
eouple in the world ; she is naturally of 
a jeatous disposition ; and I am mistaken if 
herhusband does not veryshortly give her 
reason to suspeet his (idelity. You must 
t«cuse me, Ellen, froraf explaining any 
fm^ther ; btttasyoulovemejletmehegthat 
yoli will not eOneeal fr6m me any ihing 
that eoneerns the peaTete of m'y sister/* 

Ellen promised fo eomply with the 
request of Dora, though she did not for 
a moment believe that the niarquis was 
addieted to gallantry. • She then hastened 
to th€f e%fended arms of her mother, who 
beld her for some minutes to her bosom ; 
then kissing her blooming eheek, she 
gave her hand to Gourteney, with a look 
whieh he well understood, Pressing it 

ta 
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to his polluted llps, he led her to the 
earriage whieh was m waiting, foHowed 
by lord Edwin and the t'Wa female atteih^ 
dants. 

Thiis did Mrs. Woodville innoeently 
entrust her Iovely daughter to thoreare^ 
of one qr the basest aod tnost preAigate 
of human kind. She was a. stranger to 
any of those presentimen'tt af evil whieb 
are sometimes the iorertmn^rs of misfor* 
tun^s; and sbe therefore saw her ehiU 
leap gdW^. into, the travelling >coacb ef 
the tn^rehibness^i witbout fteHng tito^ 
slighlesl /oi^eboding of the., perite thal 
await€d her, or Ibe deep aod deadl]^ 
enemy into whose hands she. was. now^ 
eompiitted. 

. Courteney, with the ealm and pladd; 
air ef unaATeeted piety, plaeed lihnseir 
next Ellen ;. bis brow was uiirufflied— bia. 
eye was tranquil; but hisheart fhvAbcd^ 
violently as the earriage djrove rapidly: 
away yyith the inestimabletreasure whiek. 
bc had predestined as another of his vic* 

tims^ 
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tims. ile east a malignant glanee towards 
the enamoured lord Edwin, and deter- 
TTiined that through his means the ntin of 
£llen sboHld be aeeomplished. 



CHAP. VU. 

The arriyal oP Ellen at lady Beaumont's 
gav« iniinite pleasure to the marehioness 
and tady CaroItne ; the latter or whonr, 
embraeing her kindly, said — " I shall live 
again, now that you are returned to us^ 
my dear Ellen; alreadyl begin to fee) 
the exhilarating inQuence of your happy 
eountenanee. Jemima has had a return 
or her loW spirits^ and darissa has grown 
<)uite dull and mopish ; I rannot tell 
what ib think of them. Your sister 
panny is a eharming girl ; bur she does 
II ot possess your bli8sful spirits. I as^^ire 

you. 
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•you, withourany Aattery, that cvery i» 
dlvidiia4 o£ our fainHy bas longed for 
your return/' 

Ellen klt roueh gratiiieet by tbe affee- 
lionate reeeption she met with, partieii- 
larly from. lord Mortimer^ who kissin^ 
her eheek, said gaily — ^' My Ibveiy li^ 
tle friend^ it isno^e; I feel that ^age bas 
still some valbable . priviieges ; sinee it 
authorises me to give^ and you to re- 
ceive^ \yitlioulbIushing>\vhat ihese^young 
meir, I am sure, are envyiBg mc.-* 
Speak, boys/* eontinued theearl;,"d0 
you not wish yourseIves» in my situa» 
tion?" 

'^ There ean be no doubt of that, m^ 
lord/* saidyoung Beaumont;- *' thepri^ 
vllege yott beas^ of is> indeed so great 
a one^ that I almost wish myself anrived 
al yoMP ttme of life, that Mis».Woodv]iie 
might bonour me iivith tbe same inesti* 
mable favour/** 

*' Well said, Adolphus !*' eried lady 

Garoline. 
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tI!arolme goodnaturedly ; " I think gal- 
lantry ean go no Tarther than tbis; and 
Ellen may now eonsider herself as the 
very paragon of all earthly pcrfection, 
srnee a gay an^ aeeomplished eayalier^ 
like Adolphus Beaumont, has wished him- 
self«n.old man, that he might enjoy the 
supreme feiicittf of ^nhaling her balmy 
^ hreathy and kissing her rubjj lips. Come 
with me, Ellen ; I shall have you eoni* 
pletely spoiled; and my unele is even 
tnore to blame than Adolphus/' 

She now burried EUen out of the 
room itUo her own ehamber, where she 
began to inquire eagerly eoneerning 
Dora Louvaine and James WoodviIle. 

'^ I have great hopes/' said she, '' that 
sir GodTrey will raise no obstaeles to 
their.^inion. It would grieve me to the 
soul if I thought tbat any thing would 
oeeur to separate your brother and Dora: 
they seem so truly attaehed to eaeh 
other^ that in my eyes it would be an 

aetual 
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aetual erime to prevent their marriage^ 
and I thinle sir Godfrey is too liberalin 
his sentiments, and too fond oFyottrfa- 
mily, to wish it/* 

*' I have no fears mysel^** repliH El- 
len; "but James, I know, is Frequently 
iinder great apprehensibns lest sir God- 
Trey should very naturally desire to sw 
Dora as well established in life as ber 
sister." 

" Rank and power are two eharming 
things, I pwn/' eried lady Caroltof| 
** and might guide me in every affair but 
the ehoiee of a husband ; iii that, Ellen, 
rtell you very frankly, I should eomider 
alone the fcelings of my heart, IFI lov- 
ed a man^ it would be sufficicnt for me 
that he was a gentleman; and th|it hc 
preferred me to all the world ; I would 
marry him, if he did not possess a goi- 
nea." 

Ellen smiled. - 

" Ah^ yoii tmy smile ; bu't I assure 

you 
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'^^ou what I have uttered are my real 
sentiments; and 1 am greatly mistaken 
If you do tiot think as I do,** 

" I haye never thought maeh^ if at all, 
on the sub]ect/' replied Elle» ; " but in 
Ihe ehoiee of a partner for life, I should 
cc|^tainly not be guided by interest.'^ 

^' You have not deceived me,*' ^id 
lady Garoline ; " and ycft (here is a eer- 
tain air, an indefinable someihing abput 
you, Ellen, that convinces me you were 
t)orn to move in a hlgher sphere than 
that whieh yon have just quitted. J(pro- 
f>os, my dear girl ; there are plenty 0"^ 
gipseys who stroll about the woods n^ar 
^he Gastle in summer, and you and I will 
positiveIy have our fortunes told when 
ive get 'there.'* 

Ellen now laughed aloud — '^ Dear lady 
Caroline, you are too sensible, I arn 
«ure, to put' the slightest eontidenee in 
any thing they might tell you/' 

" Why, really I should be loth to be- 
lieve their Mmost uniiitelligible and non* 

\fiensical 
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«ensieal jargon ; biill have ofteii longed for 
an opportaniey to he^^rwhat they would 
tell me^ andlshaU havean excellent onei 
Bow that we aretogether. darissa hassueh 
a dread of them^ that she would run ten 
miles to avoid the sight of . one ; she 
therefore will not be of our party ; but, 
if it were? possible, I would give the 
world to get Gourteney to walk with us 
thi^ough the wood, when they are there. 
Oh, how deHghtful it woUld be to see 
my pious preeeptor turn up his hands 
and eyes to Heaven, at their prophane 
diseourse ! if you wilj seeond me, Ellen, 
yre will absolutely make the gipseys tell 
his fortune/' 

Ellen, who highly enjoyed an innoi' 
rent pieee of mischief, promised to do 
all in her power to gratify lady Caroline, 
who hugged her in herarms. 

*' You are the best girl in the wOrld/' 
said she, '^ and suit my disposition even 
better than darissa; she is^ a terribie 
eowaid^ and has often deprived me df 

many 
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TTiany a good laugh, beeause she was 
aTraid of her molher's finding us out, 
My unele me^ns to set off for the Gastle 
in a eouple of days, and then, Ellen, 
you and I will have some delieiousstrolls 
together." 

Onthe day appointed by lord Morti- 
mer, his sister and the earl St. Laurenee, 
and all their family, aeeompanied by 
lady Beaumont, her son and daughter, 
and a numerous train of domesties, ar- 
rived late in the evening at Mortimer 
Gastle. Gourteney exultingly seized the 
hand of EUen, and eondueted her into 
the large and magnificent saloon, where 
sbe was again weleomed by ifs noble 
t)wner, who plaeed himself between her 
and hisnieee. 

'' Garoline, my dear girl, ^u and 
eiarissa are no Strangers here, but Miss 
Woodyille is at present ; therefore, 1 
eonsTgn her to your eare and affection^, 
Xo mate this abode, if possible, as pleas- 
ing to her as her own homei.** 

TOL. III, L K% 
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As they -were all mueh fatigued by iTre 
length and rapidity of their journey, for 
they always trav€lled post^ the ladies re- 
lired early to their ehambers ; and Ellen 
gladly followed lady Garoline, who in- 
sisted upon eondueting her to those whieh 
were made ready for h€r reeeptioi). 

It happened that the suit of apart< 
nients whieh had been allottedtoEMen were 
those whieh onee belonged to the beau- 
liTuI and unfortunate daughter of lord 
Mortimer. A venerabIe-looking woman, 
apparently about sixty years of ^ge, was 
assisting Naomi, the attend^nt of EUeni 
to plaee some of her things ii^ order. 

*' Ah, Mason !" eried. lady CaroIin^ 
sbaking her aiTeetionately by the hand, 
" how glad I am to see you look so well! 
how ha^y ou been sinee I last saw y ou ?" 

'' Better than usual, I thank your lady- 
ship> and rejoice to see you and all the 
family returned to the Gastle; wiJl •you 
give me leave lo attend you to your 
room ?" 

'' No, 
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^'No, I am obliged to you, Mason ; 
•Bnd let me beg that you do not fatigue 
yourselT. We are a large party this time ; 
l>ut you must make the young woman aet 
for you. I don't Kke to see you do 
vany thing but give orders.*' 

*' Your iadyship is very good," replied 

. Mrs. Mason ; '^ I seldom do any thin|f*^ 

_ else now, foT 1 am fortunate in havi:5X 

I those about me whom I ean dep^nd on. 

But my lord desired these apartmpents to 

t)e got feady ; and I have never suffered 

j any one to go into the eountess's bed- 

room but myself." 

' Then tuming to Elien, who was parti* 

_ eiilarly struek by her appearanee, she 

said respeet^ully — " You need not be 

afraid, madam ; althoughthe roomrtiave. 

. not been oeeupied by any of the family, 

i yet the bedsare perfe€tly well aired, as 

I [iave attended to them myself for many 

years." 

She then witbdrew, after baving first 
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inquired if she eould be of any semeeto 
Ellen? 

" That is one of the best old ereatures 
in the world/' said lady Garoline ; ''and 
-ishoukl you be at all indisposed^ you will 
find her a most pleasing eompanion. 
She has ^ived ever sinee she wasquitea 
girl in my unele's family, as nurse and 
eonlidential friend of the late eountess, 
whose history is a melaneholy one: I 
will tell it you some other time — God 
bless you, my dear Ellen ; I hope you 
will sleep soundly to-night." 

*' No fear of that/' Teplied her fair 
friend ; " I am weary with my journey, 
and shall not need the aid of any sopo- 
ririe." 

Ls^ Garoline now quitted EUen, who 
was preparing to undress, when Mrs. 
Mason again entered, and Brought with 
her someicake and warm wine and water, 
whieh she respectfully oATered Ellen. 

" I hope, nfiadqm, you will not be of- 
.fended/' sa\d ^Ke ; '^ but I thousht yon 
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Iboked pale aiid fatigued; this, I know; 
will do you good." 

Ellen, with her natural fascinating 
swe^tness, took the wine; and thanking 
her for her kind attenti(>n, said — '* I 
shall rely upon yoiir word, Mrs; Mason^, 
that 'theirodms are aired; Perhaps it was 
fancv, but I Telt a sudden ehill eome 
over me the moment I entered them.*' 

'Mndeed you may trust me,"* replied 
the faithful nurse of the sainted Althea ; 
" for I saw to the airing of them myselP. 
They belongiSd-to the late eountess, my 
dear and ever-to-be-lamented younglady ; 
and sinee her death^ I have, till very 
l^tely, passed the chief of eaeh day in 
these ehambers, whieh to me are saeredly 
dear. I have often slept in her bed; 
whieh none of the family but myself 
would ever do ; that/whieh your maid, is 
to oeeupy, in the small chambjMp wl.ieh 
opens into yours, was formerly mine." 

Ellen, although a stranger to fear 
iifevertheless felt gratified at having Nao^ 

^3 rt^ 
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nii so near to her. The gloomy gra 
deur of the rieh erimson velvet bed, ( 
ivhich she now prepared to repose he 
self, the superb furniture whieh was t 
niateh it, the lofty eeiling fretted vritl 
gold, and the monotonous dash of the 
waves against the walls of the Gastle be- 
neath her windows, for a moment in- 
spired her with awe. Reeommending 
berself to the proteetion of (he Almighty, 
she soon, however, sunk into a ealm and 
undisturbed slumber^ from whieh she 
was only awakened late the next morn- 
ing by the voice of lady Garoline^ who 
eagerly inquired how she had rested? 

" Never better, I assure you/' said El- 
len, springing out of bed, and hastily 
reliring to her dressing-eloset. " What, 
dear lady Garoline, is there in these 
rooms that should make you doubt the 
soundn^ss of my repose ?" was the ques- 
tion of Ellen, as she re-entered her bed- 
room. 

'' The silly slories that I have heard 

respeeting 
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respeeting tttem, I imagine," replied her 
ladyship. " They say.that they are 
haunted by the unquiet spirit of the 
young eountess; but I dare say it is all 
nonsense. I have often ^ished to sleep 
here myself, and wouM havc asked to 
have these rooms, but my mother always 
seemed averse to my enteringthem ; and 
I was afraid to menrion my wish to the 
earl, as he is still tender on the subject 
of his daUghter's death. Look, Ellen, 
how glorious the sun^appears playing on 
the water below ! and how grand that 
range of high hills in the distatiee! — But 
eome; let us hasten to the breakfast-par-' 
lour, where we are expected/' 

Ellen, attired in a simple muslin robe, 
whieh eoneealed the transparent white- 
ness of her neek and bosom, a laee eap, 
with a small white satin Aower in fronf, 
and a eountenanee beaming witn health 
and happiness, now joined the family 
that were assembled in the breakfast- 
room, iAII inquired how she w^as, with 

L 4 an 
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an interest that spoke the regard she haJ 
inspired; all except darissa Beaumont— 
hers was the only face on whieh the least 
trait oTdiseontent eould be seei>. 

On lord Mortimer's face a east of sor- 
row was visible, oeeasioned by the re- 
membranee ofhervfho had last oeeupied 
the suit of red ehantibers. It however 
soon gave plaee to the pleasure whieh 
the animated presenoe of Ellen Wood- 
ville never failed to inspire, as he asked 
ber to aeeompany him over; the grounds 
of the Gastle, intimating at the same 
time, that he should be glad to. be joined 
by any of rtie party who migbt feel the 
saroe inelination to ramble. 

The light and buoyant spirits of Ellen 
were enehanted by the bold and romaii- 
tie seenery around ; she, leaned on the 
arm of lord Edwin, and then on that of 
the earff listening to eaeh with different 
sensations of delight. For lord Morti- 
mer she felt a veneration that bordered 
on tilial Iove^ and that gave to ber raan^ 

net 
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ner an air so highly interesting whenerer 
she addressed him, that the earl confessed 
to Gourteney he had seldom felt so 
strong a prepossession in favour of any 
one, as he now did for Ellen Woodville. 
This was preeisely what Gourteney did 
n-ot wish to happen ; yet he dared not 
eheek the feelings of lord Mortimer, lest . 
he should excite his suspieions ; and he 
trusted^ nevertheless, that his plot would 
sueeeed, notwilhstanding the love whieh 
all the family evidently bore her. To 
lord Edwin he now adopted a diATerent 
mode of eonduet. He listened with 
seeming sympathy to.his eonstant regrets 
t+iat EUen was less nobly deseended than 
hirnselfi — he^even pitied him ; and every 
now-and then, as he saw oeeasion, threw 
otitfaint hopes that Ellen might be his. 

To fix, if possible, more firmly the 
growing partiality of his pupil, Gourte- 
ney purposely contrived opportunitie^ 
for lord Edwin to converse with Ellen 
He had* soon, however, two ^ormidabl 
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spies to guard against, whieh he had 
iK>t foreseen, but whieh he determined 
to make use of to his owa advantage. 
These were the marquis of Wilmington 
and Claris$;a Beaumont. The former^ eon- 
seious that he felt more for EUen than 
was eonsistent with the feelings of a hus- 
band^ was ever on the wateh lest the eyes 
of any of the party, of Gourteney in par- 
tieular, should discover what he most 
sedulously wished to eoneeal. He was 
well acquainted with his brother's love 
for Ellen ; but he had never enoouraged 
him to hope, well knowing that his un- 
ele had intended him for Miss Beaumont, 
who was a girl of large fortune and great 
connexions, being nieee tb an earl, and 
grand'daughter to the duke of ****** 

The severity of lord Mortimer s eon- 
duet towards the lovely eountess of 
Brandon was well known to his nephews, 
and gave them no hope that they would 
be treated with more lenity, should they 
disregard his advic^. The marquis had 

lherefore. 
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tfierefore^ ont of pure regard for his 
brother, always eounselled him to eheek 
every idea that might delude him into a 
beliefof his unele^s eonsent being ob- 
tained. 

The marquis also eorisidered it as his 
duty to entreat Goiirteney to use every 
])ersuasien to convince lord Edwin that 
he eould never beeome the husband of 
Ellen WoodvHIe, without forfeifing the 
favour of lord Morlimer, and eonse- 
quently disobliging all his relations. It 
however oeeurred to the watchful eyes 
of the marquis, that his tutor rather en- 
eouraged than repressed the partiality of 
his brother; and hetookan opportunity 
of mentionirig his suspieions to Gourte- 
ney. The wily bypoerite artfully go^ 
over the fears of the marquis. 

" All that mortal rea^on eould suggest^" 
said he, ** I have brought forward to eon- 
\ince lord Edwin of the fatal consequen- 
ees whioh. must iueYitably zrhe from iii^ 

L G givin^ 
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giving way to this itnprudent passion. I 
am, however, eonsoled by sotne seeret 
information, whieh I received from good 
authority, that the affections of Ellen 
are unehangeably fixed on a brother of- 
ficer and intimate friend of Theodore 
WoodviIIe. This I beg, my lord, may 
i^^^^t transpire; I mention it to you, be- 
eause it affords me the only hope we 
have ]eftof lord Edwin beinig saved from 
ibe heavy displeasure of his unele." 

This intentional falsehood oP Gourte- 
ney gave a negative kind of saiisfaction 
fo the marquis; be rejoiced to hear that 
there was a ehanee of his bro|her being 
in time brought baek to a syense of the 
grateful obedienee he.owed his» unele ; 
vet he felt an awkward sensation on 
being told that the heart of Ellen was 
already disposed of. Had he been single, 
he would not have hesitated for a mo- 
ment to follow the dietates of his ineli- 
nation ; and regardless of the frowriSi"^f .. 
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liis unele, or the reproaehes of>his rela- 
tions, he would have oATered his hand 
and heart to Ellen Woodville. 

To have gained her for his mistress, 
thennarquis would joyfullyhave sacrificed 
half his estates ; but there was a purity 
about the mind and manners of Ellen, 
notwithstanding the gaiety of her spirits, 
that eheeked every improper thought ; 
and he now, for the first time^ his life, 
repented of the hasty and impati^nt na- 
ture of his own disposition, whieh liad 
hurried him into his reeent indissoluble 
bondage. 

eiarissa Eeaumont was too.^mueh at- 
taehed to lord Edwin not to perceivc, 
with ea^Ie eves, his silent adoration for 
Ellen. She had remarked itto lady Caro- 
line, but her ladyship only laughed at 
her jeaIousy, and made light of her fe9rs» 

^' Take pattern by me, Clarissa," said 
she gaily ; *' I am as mueh interesied for 
Adplphus as you ean be for my brotrier • 
yet you do not see mc look eross or sad 
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at the many eompliments whieh He pays 
to Ellen. I know very well that she is 
infinitelv more handsome than I am; and 
I feel, that were I a man, it would be 
impossible for me to assoeiate wilh so 
lovely a girl^ and not aeknowledge mv 
sense of her superior attraetions. Adol- 
phiis will not eateem me the less for the 
lieense I alTow him ; on the eontrary, 
if he reall^ loves me^ he will be pleased 
at my good-nature, whieh is never dis- 
turbed by the attentions I see him pay 
daily tomylittlePriend. Deardarissa, you 
are a girl of excellent understanding— 
excellentheart; do as I do — let the youne: 
men pay to Ellen's eharmsall the homage 
they deserve ; keep your own eounte- 
nancefree from envy or diseontent ; and 
I \vill answer for it, they will not be un- 
grateful for our generosity." 

eiarissa heard the advice of lady Caro- 
Hne with a tearful eye ; she eould not, 
however, follow it; she longed for a eon- 
fidant who would sympathize in her feel- 

ings. 
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ings, and pity, not laiigh at her distress. 
Gourteney appeared the being best eal- 
eiilated to eonsole her; and she there- 
fore serupled not to diselose to him her 
apprehensions eoneerning the loss of ber 
lover, 

The tutor of lord Edwin eaught at the 
dissatisfaction of Miss Beaumont; it af- 
forded him another ray of hope — another 
auxiliary to work the ruin of /«er^he onee 
ldolized. Ile therefore listened to the 
fond eomplaints of darissa^ with all that 
sympathizing attention and kindness 
whieh she wished for ; lamented artfully 
that his dear pupil had cver been intro- 
dueed to the fascinating syren, whom he 
suspeeted to be, notwithstanding the in« 
noeeney of her looks, well skilled in the 
deepest dissimulation ; anu Ue added, wiib 
a sigh, that he feared she would not only 
de&troy the happiness of Miss Beaumont, 
but fatally injure the peaceof an amiable 
and unsuspieious object^ wbo had ho- 

noured 
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noured her witU her friendship and af- 
fection. 

eiarissa, surprised^ begged him to ex- 
plain ; and Gourteney, having obtained 
her solemn promise of seeresy, confessed: 
that he alluded to the marehioness, whosd 
husband was loo evidently sedueed by 
the beauty of Ellen, He also glaneed at 
the notiee young Beaumont paid her^- 
and hesitated not to aflirm that Ellen wa& 
a coquetVe at heart — thatshe.was proud, 
ambitious, aiid artful, and that he made 
no doubt, if something was not speedily: 
done to prevent it^ she would either en* 
tiee lord Edwin or Mr. Beaumont into a 
marriage* If foiled in this, she might» 
eonsole herself by estranging the mar- 
quis from his wife, and oeeasion an eter-: 
nal separation between them. 

Miss Beaumont, shoeked and alarmed, 
at first diseredited theduplieity of Ellen 
Woodville. She had never attributed to 
her any fault, but only regretted. that 
Jord Edwia too eyidently preferred his 

ne\< 
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Bew friend to an old one. Sueh a eha- 
raeter^ eoming from the lips of a man 
she had always been taught io reyerenee, 
as an example bf truth andjustice, ean*- 
dour and sclf-deniaJ, eould. not fail of 
having its due effect on the mind of 
eiariss^. She at first lamented that so 
beautiful an exterior as that of Ellen 
Woodvi!le should eoneeal so base a soul; 
but pity soon gave way to a rooted aver- 
sion ; and as she dared not con(ide ia 
lady Garoline or the young marehioness^ 
she conversed more frequently with Leo- 
pold, often taking his arm in preference 
to any other, that she might, without 
fear, givc vent to her feelings and her 
regrets. 

This eonduet of Miss Beaumont at first 
surprised lady Garoline and the rest of 
her friends; but as the seleetion of her 
eompanion reflected great eredit upon 
herself, she was suffered to walk with 
Gourteney, and to converse with hini 
without remark. Lady Garoline, it is 

true,. 
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true, Bmiled whenever she met theiir to^ 
gether; and sometitnes inqu]red if shr 
was learning how to eompose sennonSy 
fbr the benefir of the rising generation^ 
laughed at the grave reproaehPiil air of 
Courteney, and passed on. 

Lord Edwin, however, rej©iced atthis^ 
ivhim of Miss Heauniont, and felt doubly 
grateful to Gourteney, whom he-belieYed 
to have so contrived k, to facilitate his- 
private intereourse with Ellen. The li- 
berty he now enjoyed of walking out 
daily with the adored object of his first 
and tenderest aATeetions, gave an air of 
animation to the handsome features of 
lord Edwin that inereased his resem- 
blanee to Theodore Woodville ;. yet in 
the powei's of mind and soul, he felL 
short of him for whose sake he was so 
dear to Ellen. Weak and irresolute, yet 
possessed of the most engaging disposi- 
tion, and the most benevolent and affec- 
tionate heart, he was an easy tool in the 
bands of his inramous preeeptor, who- 

seeretly 
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«eeretly governed him in all things, and 
who had therefore the power to make 
his very virtues the instruments of his 
infernal maehinations. 

Gourteney had always sought to give 
his too-yieldrng pupil a bad idea of wo- 
roen in general ; he aOirmed them to be 
ereaturesswayed by interest, vanity, and 
seIf-Iove; and deelared that, were it not 
neeessary that a man of hisrank and for« 
tune should have a legitimate heir to 
both^ be would eertainly advise him 
never to marry, as marriage was the 
grave of love. 

As it was requisite, however, tomake 
sueh asacrifice,heseriousIyadvised him to 
obey thre desire of his unele, marry Miss 
Beaumont, and indemnify himself for 
this proof of his obedtenee, by keeping; 
unknown to his family, the woman whom 
he Ioved. 

'' I eannot/' said Leopold, " give you 
a higher or more convincing speeimen 
of my regard than by entrusting you 

NvitK 
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with my opinion ; were it known; if 
would fDr ever ruin my eharaeter. My 
aATeetion for your lord$hip has drawn thii 
eounsel from me, whieh it would be 
dangerous, in the present state ot soei- 
ety, to make publie : I nevertheless af- 
firm, that you need not despair oF gain* 
ing all that you so ardently wish for." 

Lord Edwin sighed, and east a look of 
ineredulity on the base and eowardly 
tradueer of Ellen. 

^' Time and opportunrty, love and'Aat-^ 
tery, perform wx)nders,'' eontinuedLeo* 
pold ; '^ Ellen WoodviIle will not long 
be able to resist your tenderness ; alrea- 
dy I have discovered that you are not in* 
diATerent to her; but you must be eau- 
tious how you alarm her virgin delieaey;. 
an otTer Gf making her your mistress 
would inevitably ruin all, and you would 
lose her for ever. You must first seeure 
ber aATeetions, beyond her own power of 
retraeting them ; then, my lord^ I leave 
it to your ingenuity to discover the fa» 

vourableL 
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•iroiirable moment, when, softencd by her 
own feelings, warmed by the ardour of 
her lover's/ and thrown oATher gnard, she 
may beeome yours, wkhout your seem- 
ing to have planned it so/' 

*' And are these alone the terms on 
whieh I must obtain my adored EUen ?" 
said }ord Edwin ; " must I beeome a vil- 
lain^ the base destroyer of that heavenly 
innoeenee whieh I admire?^ no, Gourte- 
iiey,.no, I will not purehase my bliss at 
so dear a.priee !" 

'* Your lordship may -do as you think 
propar," repliedhiswor/fet/tutor; "I must 
now leave you, to walk with Miss Beau* 
raont, whose aATeetion, ever on the wateh^. 
requires all my prudenee to keep tran- 
quil/' 

Courteney, in fact, began to find th^t 
the business he had embarked in was of 
no triAing kind. He had to study the 
looks and aetions of the several persons 
whom he was now deceiving. 't pii 
he maintained the same paternsa kind" 
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nes«, wHenever they were alooe ; in eom- 
pany, he was what he had ever appeared 
to be, modest, humble, aiid devout ; to 
the marquis he seemed the steady friend 
of all the family ; to CIarissa the tender 
confidant of all her fears, all her sorrows, 
the man whose generous pity would lead 
him to risk a great deal to restore to her 
her Iover, and to presenre that Iover from 
the resentment of his unele and his re- 
Jations., 

To lord Edwin he appeared in the 
most aSeetionate point of view; sinee, 
to ensure his happiness, he had volunta- 
rily betrayed opinions, and ^iven him 
advice, whieh, if known, would ruin him 
in the estimation of lord Mortimer^ his 
patron and friend. 

Gourteney had thus far hazarded his 
good name, his present comforts, and fu- 
ture indemnifications ^or all past toils 
and fatigues; he had gone too forward 
to retreat were he so inelined — but this 

Tnot tbe ease. Onee he had passion* 
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"^itely )oved the innoeent o!)ject ot his 
present marliee, no sacrifice would then 
have been too great to proeure the en- 
tire possession oP her heart^ to eall her 
his for ever : disappointed in tbis, his 
4ove deereased, and in proportion to its 
ardeney, so was his hate. 

The ruin of Ellen WoodvilIe was, hc 
-eonsidered, the chtf d"oeuvre of all his 
erimes ; and to aeeomplish it^ he resoWed 
to saerinee, if neeessary^ all his futcirc 
prospeets; trusting, however, to the gra- 
titude of lord Edwin^ who at least would 
seeretly provide for hitn, should he lose 
the eountenanee and favour of his fanii- 
ly, by an aetion whieh no friendsliip or 
aATeetion eould even palliate^ niueh less 
justify, 

There was, however, mueh to be done 
and mueh to be eonsidered of, before the 
final sueeess of his plans. Ellen was bc- 
eome more than ever the aeknowledged 
favourite of lady Garoline and her unele» 
and he well knew that it would be highly 

dangerous 
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dangerous to attempt to Waken the rc* 
gard of the former. 

Warm in her Triendships^ hasty in her 
temper^ and too proiid to be direeted in 
her aetions, lady Garoline was no subjecl 
to tamper \w\ih ; she loved Ellen dearly,* 
and even Clarissa did not dare to hint at 
any thing in her presenee that eould bc 
eorstrued into disrespeet for her friencl 
and eonstant eompanion. 

The marehioness was likewise mueh 
attaehed to Ellen ; yet^ if neeessary, 
Gourteney thbught it not impossible to 
weaken her regard ; naturally of a sus- 
pieious disposition, doting on her hus- 
band, and therePore jealous of any point- 
ed attentions whieh he might bestow on 
anv other woman, it would not be diflB- 
eult to shake her confidence in Ellen's 
Yirtue and morality, eould she but be 
convinced that she coquetted with the 
marquis, and listened to his gallantry 
with smiling satisfaction. 

riarissa Beaumont and lord Edwin 

were. 
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were, however, the two prineipal agentt 

whom he meant to employ in the de- 
«i*.»w^v» ^ i^'Heirs pwiee. Tearless 6f 

danger or duplieity, this lovely girl, 

vrhenever she received letters from her 

mother^ eagerly ran to submit them to 

his perusal ; with a smile of innate hap- 

piness^ of innoeent aATeetion^ she would 

pi'ess his hand to her lips^ on hearing 

him pay a just tribute to the tendernes^ 

of her parent; then bound from him> to 

foIlow the footsteps o^ lady Garoline. 

At other times, she would present him 

with a favourite Aower^ or a sketeh of 

some wild seenery» that had attraeted her 

attention during her morning strolls. 

Tbey were always aeeompanied by some 

Aattering eompliment to his poetieal 

taste^ and by a look whieh would have 

disarmed the malignaney otany heart but 

his. 

Gourteney onee^ and onee only^ felt his 
bosom softened towards her; she had 
given him one of James Woodville^s let* 

▼•L. III. M ters 
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ters to read^ iii wbieh his own name wss 

mgnti nnpd in the most Aattering teriiMr; 
and it was evidently m atiswer^ ^ ^•^^' 

eneomiums of her owtt. Courleiieyi 

with his USU9I humility^ deekred b}mself 

unworthy sueh praise. 

, " Oh, say not so/' replled Ellen,r wilh 

the most engaging sweetneao» and siiii- 

plieity ; " you deserve the reg^rd of aB 

who are so fortunate as io be acquainted 

with you ; I edn answer that you posseti 

the Iove of every individual of my fami- 

*' Have I t/our lave also, Ellen Wood- 
tille ?" inquired Gourteney, pressing her 
soft hand with more warmth than usuah 

" Can you doubt it ?'* said she, mo- 
dei^tly ; '' y our own merits, talents^ and 
virtues, are sueh as eannot fail of ensu* 
ting the esteem of all with whom you 
assoeiate ;*' then raising her sparkling 
blue eyes with magieal animation from 
the ground, ^nd looking eoniidingly in 
his face^ she eontinued-^'' I musf be fhe 

most 
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most ungrateful of hnman beihgs not to 
love and reverence the man so venerated 
hy my mother, and so kind to me." 

The look, the air, the voice of Ellen 
thrilled through the soul of Leopold ; 
the momentary soPtness^ ho\fever, whieh 
he had giten way to, was soon dispelled— 
his purpose remained unshaken. She 
Would not be his : she might be the mia^ 
tress, but she should never be the wife of 
another. 
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